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INTERPRETIVE PORTRAIT 
Elizabeth Decker, Instructor                     
 
1. Six photographs of people you would like to interpret plus one of you. 
2. Close up to see features and we can create and expand from that point. 
Journal/Sketch Book 
• I suggest you look for a hard cover spiral bound book. The reason I suggest spiral is so the book lies flat when 

you open it. It’s easier to draw in.  Suggested sizes and this depends on what you’re comfortable with: 
• 10 x 7 ½ inches 
• 7 x 10 inches 
• 10 x 10 inches 
• 9 x 12 inches  
Canvas Panel 
• Fredrix is inexpensive and usually comes in a double pack or three pack.  However if you can't find that brand 

just get the least expensive. 
• 11 x 14 inches 
Art Pads 
Some of these are specifically pastel or watercolor books. The watercolor and pastel will have very heavy weight, 
grainy textured paper. A smooth surface will work better with soft pastels and oil pastels. Any size you feel 
comfortable working with 
Writing Instruments 
• Prismacolor black pens. They come in a package of five (or 6) in different point sizes. 
• Sharpies won’t work because they will BLEED through the paper. 
Pencils 
Charcoal pencils…I recommend the package with the eraser, white pencil, two charcoals.  
MORE Stuff 
• Water color set and brush, Water color pencils are cool to work with as well! 
• Oil pastels…go for the cheapest but aim for a set of 24 or more. I will give you more colors to play with. 
• Soft Pastels.  Set of 24 or more. 
• Six pack of BASIC acrylic paints. 
• Paint brushes for acrylic paints 
• Small plastic mixing trays. ( usually a dollar or two) 
• Fixative Fijador (Spray Can) for Pastel, Charcoal and pencil. Any brand will do but basically this sets the medium 

so it doesn’t smear or flake off over time. 
• These are just to get started. If there is anything you are drawn to at the store, by all means, bring it in and let’s 

play!  Don’t go by the brand names. Find what attracts you and what you can afford. 
 
ART SUPPLY STORES 
Jerry’s Artarama  Asel Art Supply  Michael’s & Hobby Lobby 
 
Other supplies may be added as the course progresses, as suggested by the instructor.  
PLEASE KEEP YOUR RECEIPTS IN CASE THE CLASS IS CANCELLED! 
Cancellation & Refunds 
Program attendance is the responsibility of the participant. Failure to attend a class does not entitle a participant to a 
transfer, make-up, prorate or refund. Registration fees are refundable in full only if the Arts School has cancelled the 
class. Registrations cancelled with at least 7 days advanced notice may be issued a refund; minus a $35 non-
refundable deposit. If the receipt amount is $35 or less, the refund will be half of the class fee. No refunds are issued 
for registrations that are cancelled without 7 days advanced notice. Refunds are issued to the charging credit card, 
by check from the City of Austin (please allow 4 - 6 weeks for processing) or you may apply the credit to your 
account; which may be used by any immediate family member for any program offered at the Dougherty Arts School 
for up to one year. Please note that refunds under $10 will only be made to the charging credit card or to credit your 
account. We are sorry that we are unable to process refund checks under $10 at this time. There is a $25 cash fee 
on all returned checks. 
 


