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Community Engagement - Community Meeting #2

Austin Parks Foundation is partnering with the City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department
and the community to design a Concept Plan for Grand Meadow Neighborhood Park. An
important priority is to gather community feedback and public input to shape the vision planning
process. In order to reach as many community members as possible, APF, PARD, and Friends of
Grand Meadow took the following steps:

- Signage: 4 signs with details on the upcoming Community Meeting #2 and QR code to
access the COA Grand Meadow webpage (in both English and Spanish) were placed
around the park, near bus stops, and facing streets and sidewalks where they would be
the most visible.

- Email: An email including details of the upcoming Community Meeting #2 was sent to
those who had signed up for email communication on the COA Grand Meadow webpage
or opted in to receive emails in Community Survey #1. Emails were also sent to the
following groups: Blazier, Palm, and Perez Elementary Parent Support and PTA’s; local
HOA’s; and Vanessa Fuentes (District 2 Council Member).

- Flyers: With the help of Friends of Grand Meadow, 240 flyers (in both English and Spanish)
were distributed at APF’s Movie in the Park at Dove Springs Park, canvassed on streets in
the surrounding neighborhood, and given to following local businesses: Star Market,
Texaco, Fresh Donuts, and Goodnight Ranch Townhomes. Example flyers below:



Grand Meadow Park
Vision Plan

- Nextdoor Post: PARD provided a post on neighborhood application “Nextdoor” in an effort
to notify residents of the community meeting.

Community Meeting #2

The second community meeting was held in-person at Grand Meadow Park on Saturday, May
20th from 10-11:30am. Austin Parks Foundation provided food, coffee, and other beverages for
the attending community members. Friends of Grand Meadow also provided a table with
additional beverages, free seeds, and a coloring table for children. The first 20 people to arrive
also received a grow kit provided by Fruitful Commons.

Three presentation boards with information on the results from Survey #1 and two proposed
layout plans for the park were displayed throughout the duration of the gathering. QR codes were
also provided for community members who wanted to access the official City of Austin Grand
Meadow webpage or take the survey in person.

Spanish translation services were also provided after the initial presentation.
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Concept Presentation

Austin Parks Foundation, with the support of City of Austin’s Parks and Recreation Department,
began the meeting by presenting an overview of APF’s Overall Park Planning process, the work
done on Grand Meadow to-date, and the next steps for the project.

The presentation also included an recap of the results from Community Survey #1. These survey
results include crucial insights into the surrounding community and ultimately influenced the
designs of the two concepts that were presented during Community Meeting #2. Full survey
results were posted on the official COA Grand Meadow webpage. See below for the top survey
highlights that were displayed at Community Meeting #2:

Following this project overview, APF explained the two concepts also on display at the meeting.
The design of these concepts were intentionally very different in terms of feel and programming
in order to elicit clear feedback from the community.
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Members of the community were then encouraged to take a closer look at both concepts.
Members of APF and PARD were present to answer any questions. Attendees were also
encouraged to fill out the online survey. See below for more information on Survey #2.

Preliminary Layout Plan #1

This layout is intentionally informal and low-maintenance, showcasing the park’s existing natural
resources by preserving large swaths of wildflowers. A⅓miles decomposed granite loop trail
invites visitors to meander through the wildflower meadows while discovering strategically placed
pockets of exercise equipment, picnic areas, community art installations, and educational
signage.

The park’s central feature is a large picnic pavilion, serving as a community hub that connects the
community garden, good forest, and nature play area, bringing people of all ages together.
Additionally the park features a partially-fenced, informal play lawn designed to provide children
with a safe and stimulating environment that fosters exploration and creativity.



Grand Meadow Park
Vision Plan

Preliminary Layout Plan #2

This layout maximizes Grand Meadow Park’s nearly 10-acres to create a lively hub for recreational
activity. A ½ mile loop encircles the park by connecting the existing sidewalks along Thaxton Rd.,
Panadero Dr., and Alum Rock Dr..

A central path within the park connects various zones of activity. One side of the park clusters the
food forest and community garden, along with a small parking lot and pavilion. Another area
groups a traditional playground, basketball, and pickleball courts, exercise equipment, picnic
pavilion, and a large play field. A fenced dog park is set apart from the other activities to give furry
friends a place to play. The park is also fenced around the perimeter to protect visitors from
nearby traffic.

Existing wildflowers are strategically located throughout the park, providing a beautiful natural
backdrop for all activities while also serving as a buffer between the park and nearby roads.

Community Engagement - Survey #2

Instructions on how to access the survey were provided in-person at Community Meeting #2. QR
codes were also provided in-person for those who wished to take the survey while at the meeting.
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The survey was also open to the public on the COA webpage from May 20 - June 26. In order to
gather as much feedback as possible from community members, APF, PARD, and Friends of
Grand Meadow took the following steps:

- Signage: 4 signs including a QR code to access Survey #2 and the COA Grand Meadow
webpage (in both English and Spanish) were placed around the park, near bus stops, and
facing streets and sidewalks where they would be the most visible.

- Email : For Community Survey #2, APF sent an email with information on how to take
Survey #2 to those who had signed up for email communication on the COA Grand
Meadow webpage or opted in to receive emails in Community Survey #1 a week prior to
the 06/26/23 deadline. Email reminders were also sent to local HOA’s, School PTA’s,
Neighborhood Associations, and Vanessa Fuentes (District 2 Council Member).

- Flyers: With the help of Friends of Grand Meadow, 200 flyers with instructions on how to
access Survey #2 (in both English and Spanish) were distributed throughout the
community. 100 of these flyers were distributed to local businesses including: Quambala
Salon, Almas Bakery, Texaco, and Star Market. 100 more flyers were posted on community
mailboxes, and canvassed door to door.

- Newsletter: Vanessa Fuentes added a reminder and instructions to take the survey in her
newsletter, which gained a lot of engagement.

- Nextdoor Post: PARD provided a post on neighborhood application “Nextdoor” in an effort
to notify residents of the survey.

Survey Results

A total of 156 responses were received.

The first goal of the survey was to gain a better understanding of the community demographics
and to understand which community members were taking the survey. Some of the key
demographic findings were as follows:

- Approximately 55% of participants have children between the ages of 0-18 living in their
households.

- 38% of respondents were between the ages of 35-44 and 34% were between the ages of
25-34.

- 96% of respondents speak in English in their homes. 19% of respondents speak Spanish in
their homes.

- Over 89% of survey respondents own a house or duplex.
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Samples of the content are below:

Another goal of the survey was to gather content on what features were most desired for Grand
Meadow Park. See below for an example of this content as well as the key takeaways:

-

Key Takeaways:
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- Wildflower meadow(s), a loop trail, play field, pavilion, and playground equipment all had
overwhelming support from respondents and will be included in the next iteration of the
layout plan.

- The community garden and food forest were highly requested features by the Friends of
Grand Meadow group and were also popular among survey respondents. These will be
included in the next iteration of the layout plan.

- Exercise equipment, and community art were all popular programming options and will be
included in the next iteration of the layout plan. The next community meeting will explore
how these elements should be prioritized as funding becomes available.

- The majority of respondents also wished to see basketball courts, pickleball courts, and
beehives, but these options were less popular. The next community meeting will likely
explore if these program elements should be included in the final layout plan.

Survey respondents were also asked to choose which of the two concepts they prefer. The
majority of respondents preferred Preliminary Layout #2. Many responses mentioned a
preference for Preliminary Layout #2 because it included a variety of programming opportunities
for the larger community. Many responses also mentioned a desire for a combination of both
concepts- specifically for the natural elements and loop trail from Preliminary Layout #1 to be
combined with the programming elements (dog park, sports courts, etc.) from Preliminary Layout
#2.

Finally, the survey asked several questions on specific programming elements including:

- Fenced-in dog park
- Loop trail
- Surface parking lot
- Play field
- Playground equipment
- Lighting
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These survey results provided crucial insight into community priorities, hopes, and concerns for
the park and will ultimately determine the design for the next iteration of the plan. The next layout
plan will combine the most requested elements from Preliminary Layout Plan #1 and #2, and will
give the community a final chance to comment on the design for Grand Meadow Park, including
which features should be prioritized as funding becomes available.

Full survey results can be found at https://www.austintexas.gov/GrandMeadowPark

https://www.austintexas.gov/GrandMeadowPark

