AU S L] Nt

PARKS .
Q\

RECREATION:
Y —S « A Cull yl Places, Natural Space
o% . s | ol v L Nk o A / e
VOL 1 . ISSUE 4
.- . , ({17
Wildlife Austin LA :
idife Au JULY 2012 w08%%  1n This I1ssue...
Parks and Recreation Austin S .
919 W. 28 1/2 St. The Elderhaven Issue (l)clilgrsl;%c (< Focus on Austin Wildlife 3 5
Austin, TX 78705 ) Austin Wildlife Rescue &
(512) 9782606 Greetings everyone! Wildlife Austin is very happy and proud to feature c
wildlife@austintexas.gov | the newly installed wildlife habitat garden at the Austin Groups for the, Focus on Keeping AustinE
www.keepaustinwild.com | Elderly (AGE) Elderhaven Adult Day Center. This garden has been anBeautiful- Kiker ES Stu- + 2
amazing collaborative effort led by the Travis Audubon Urban Habitat dents Help Out! .
UPCOMING EVENTS ¢ommittea particularly Habitat Steward Lynn Hill. 0
July 4th - Happy Independ- Garden of the Month E
ence Day! Free fireworks: All About Elderhaven! ° ol
www.austinsymphony.org/events/austin :
-symphotnyiuIv-4[]h-conce|{efirev$o/rks/ t :
' Schoolyard Habitat 0 5
July 5th- Wildflower Cen- . 3
ter Nature Nights: Update Gus Garcia MS :
The Power of Plants! _ o .
www.wildflower.org/nature/ Tips for Living GreeriThe ¢ 5
Neighborwoods Program s
July 7th- Texas Tree Round 5
Up: Free Tree ID Workshop ) % e )
www.treeroundup.org/participate/ ““Lynn'in her. natural habitat : @ R itie N eaivale .
workshop_results.php o ‘ ] o
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ed to let you all know that the
City has officially updated City
code to be more wildlife habitat
friendly! They have created an
affirmative defense for people
who have grasses more than 12
inches tall as long as your yard is
certified as a wildlife habitat! This
also includes areas adjacent to a
stream or waterway, and any city
park or preserve land.

This is a big step for Austin,
and it puts us miles ahead of
many other major metropolitan
areas! As many of you know,
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July 21st TreeFolks Urban

Forest Steward Program

classes begin. To register:
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keep them that way! Congrats
Austin!
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Focus on Austin Wildlife

Austin Wildlife Rescue By Susan Edwards

Austin Wildlife Rescue, Inc. is a smallpoofit organization that has the mission of rescue, rehabilitate and release
of all wildlife that has been injured or orphane@e depend on the public in the greater Austin area to bring the animal to
our intake facility that is located at 5401 E. Martin Luther King Bk hours of operation are 9:00 ap#:00 pm for intake
and the office stays open until 6:00pnihe facility is open seven days a week and on holidays for your convenfelease
feel free to call us at any time of the day or night at 9453.

The majority of the wildlife that is brought to us on a daily basis are Raccoons, Opossums, Squirrels, Bprcupineg
Birds and RaptorsMany of these are injured while others are victims of being orphaned through improper trapping proce
dures or the mothers being killed for being in the wrong place at the wrong tivie will raise approximately 300 baby opos-
sums, 150 raccoons and up to 900 baby birds throughout the Spring and SulMitieout the assistance of licensed Rehabil
itators and the Veterinarians that are associated with each one, our mission would be an impossible one. Animals are picked

up from the Center by the associated Rehabber and taken to their independent facili
ty to continue the weeks and possible months of rehabilitation that will lead to the
proper release.All of our release sites are provided to the State to guarantee that
the released will have appropriate acreage, food sources and ample water for suryiv
al. We never want to overpopulate our release sites.
Without the assistance of the public that takes so much time of their day to
bring the animals to the Center, we would never be able reach so many victims and
assist them in their return to Naturdt is a lot of hard work, countless hours and yet

is the most rewarding job in the worldur Volunteers are so important to us and
love the ability to learn so much about the needs of each animal that they encoun-
ter. Thanks to allof our wonderful supporters, volunteers and the public.

To learn more check out their website\atvw.austinwildliferescue.org!

Susan Edwards is the Center Manager for the Austin Wildlife Rescue

Focus on Keeping Austin Beautiful!

140 students, 1 day of service, and nature at its best! R Rl Eepeziiiagee

Before the bell rang for summer 140 students from Kiker Elementary School returned for another year of service}
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greenbelt.

Upon arriving at Austin Wildlands a meadow of wildflowers greeted students.
Along the trail bobcat scat was spotted, brown grasshoppers were caught and released,
and milkweed seeds parachuted in the air. Down by the creek students identified dobson-
fly and mayfly larvaeand observed a molting dragonfly to determine if the creek was
clean or polluted. Later, with muddy hands, students lined up to toss seedballs to reseed
the meadows they had enjoyed exploring.

At Convict Hill Quarry Park, students swept in with native shade plants, weed
wrenches to remove ligustrum, throwing arms for seedball distribution, and keen eyes to
spot litter and cigarette butts throughout the park. While the rain delayed our arrival, it
helped us to see just how many seedballs from last year had burst open to add native co-
reopsis, indian blanket, and blaé&e& SR adzil yQa FY2y3ad GKS 3N
chance to see a baby fox on the scavenger hunt, understanding just how important these
preserves are to our wonderful Austin wildlife.

The restoration projects are part of the Clean Creek Campus program that fosters
environmental stewardship through hands activities and service projects. Clean Creek
Campus is a partnership between the City of Austin, Watershed Protection Department
and Keep Austin Beautiful. Great job Kiker Elementary!
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Monica Lopez Magee is the Education Program Coordinator for Keep Austin Beautiful
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