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I N 2 u 28 - PARD Park (owned and/or maintained) PARD Recreation/Community Centers

@ Pickfair Community Center

This e]c]cor’r will fOCUS on engqging the Communify and C|Ty ngff Environmental Features @ YMCA North Austin Community Recreation Center
. S| ' ' ' ' | Gust “Gus” L. Garcia R tion Cent
to define a new vision that is both inspirational and achievable. Other Non-PARD Open Space §) Gustavo "Gus” L. Garcia Recreation Center
Waterways @ Northwest Recreation Center

&) GUIDE FUTURE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT VLo St o

@ Dottie Jordan Recreation Center

As Austin continues to grow and change, the Long Range . County Boundaries @) Hancock Recreation Center
Plan will provide a careful analysis and guidebook for how ST erALEn Turner/Roberts Recreation Center
and where to invest to ensure a world-class park system. Auchi HmiteelParposelFlenting @) Austin Recreation Center
Austin 2 Mile ETJ; 5 Mile ETJ Alamo Recreation Center
Beyond Austin Juristiction @ Delores Duffie Recreation Center & Britton, Durst, Howard and Spence Building

&) DEVELOP STRATEGIES, AGTIONS, AND

ldo A.B. Pan-Ameri R i
P R I U R I T I E s ——— MetroRail Commuter Line (Existing / Under Construction) @ Sawalde Ganty £ Pan-imertean Receation Genter
Lorraine “Grandma” Camacho Activity Center

@ Givens Recreation Center

: : : : : Oth - Rail Li
The Long Range Plan will provide citywide strategies and erinen-passenger) ReilLinss |
@ Metz Recreation Center

priorities to inform the Capital Improvement Program and Downtown Austin

DA Parque Zaragoza Recreation Center
deVGlOpmenT ot Park Master Plans. @ Airport @ Danny G. McBeth Recreation Center & Annex Building

South Austin Recreation Center
Montopolis Recreation Center
@ Dittmar Recreation Center

@ Dove Springs Recreation Center
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WE'RE HERE!

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER JANUARY APRIL JUNE SUMMER / FALL
Kick Off Community Planning Survey Planning Planning Plan Adoption
Meetings Engagement Summit #1 Collection Summit #2 Summit #3 Meetings
Advisory Committee _ _
Parks Tour Launches Community Meetings Statistically Valid Public Open Houses Draft Plan
TAG #] IT:ZIZ;L:ZE:TJMS Online Survey Pop-Up Events Conversations
Stakeholder Interviews _ i Speak Up Austin
Online Survey
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PROJECT LAUNCH ACTIVE COMMUNITY & PLAN DEVELOPMENT / PRIORITIES /
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to the present day. Looking to the past provides a way to contextualizing current conditions and positioning the

OF AUST
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This section considers the growth of the park system over time giving special attention to the phases and critica

moments within the system’s evolution
Parks and Recreation Department to

strategically build from its roots and cultivate a stronger park system that speaks to the unique desires and needs of present-day Austin.
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This timeline tracks significant events

in the growth and development of
the City of Austin's 18,600+ acre park
system from 1839 to today.

Parkland Acres (1840)
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House Park
1903

1928 PARD is born.

Barton Springs Pool

1918

Shoal Creek Greenbelt
1927

Parque Zaragoza

. NOTABLE
. ADDITIONS TO
: THE PARK SYSTEM

Four Historic Squares

Edwin Waller’s city plat in 1839 establishes
four historic city squares, which form the core
open space network: Public Square (no longer
extant), Bell (Wooldridge) Square, Hemphill
(Republic) Square, and Brush Square.
Originally just common land, over the period
from 1840-1920 these squares are gradually
improved for public use except Public Square
which was ultimately developed for private
use.

Pease Park

Approximately 23 acres of this 42-acre site
was donated to the City of Austin by former
Governor of Texas, Elisha M. Pease and his
wife. Improvements to the park began in the
early 1900s. These early improvements were
supplemented by a public-private partnership
which began investing in 1926, then by the
Civilian Conservation Corps and Civil Works
Administration in the 1930s. Now known for
the much-loved "Eeyore's Birthday Party" Event
which was moved to this location in 1974.

1931
Austin Athletic Club
1931
Deep Eddy Pool T
1935
Zilker Nature Preserve
- ~ 1935
Red Bud Isle
1945
1932081939

Town Lake Metro Park

This 1,142 acre park is established

Decker Tallgrass Prairie Reserve
1965

Indiangrass Wildlife Sanctu/ar'y

1965 P Parkland
Acres (2018)
18,000+
‘Williamson Creek Greenbelt
1971
Jpper & Lower Bull Creek Greenbelt
1979
PARD Begins
Managing Cemeteries
1986

197019741976
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Walnut Creek Greenbelt :
In a series of four acquisitions, a total of 1,042 acres
along Walnut Creek is consolidated as a greenbelt. .

with the National Park Service's help.

Zllker Park

By 1932, the city begins making
improvements to the 350-acre Zilker Park
acquired in pieces starting in 1917.

Rosewood Park

In 1929 the approximately 14-acre Rosewood Park
is acquired, becoming the first public park to serve
African-American residents.

Barton Creek Wilderness Park

132.8 acres of private land is sold to the City of Austin. From -
1992 to 2007 an additional 1,058 acres is bought from The
Trust for Public Land, strengthening the link to Zilker Park.

Walter E. Long Metro Park :
1,885 acres surrounding the former Decker Lake, a reservoir for
water-based electricity production, is dedicated in memory of .
civic leader Walter E. Long. This, combined with the Decker .

Tallgrass Prairie Preserve and Indiangrass Wildlife Sanctuary,
fully enclosed the lake with over 2,500 acres of natural areas.

PHASE

The evolution of Austin's 18,600+

acre park system can be organized
into four key phases of development,
each characterized by a common
administrative, political, and/or

cultural focus.

As PARD approaches its centennial in

1839~
1920

Sporadic Emergence
of Core Structure

1920- 1940~ 19/0-

1940

Systematic Investment Active Recreation +

+ Federal Aid Gardens

19/0 201/

Consolidation, Greenbelts +
Cultural Heritage Preservation
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The Edwin Waller’s city plat in 1839 establishes a pattern of open space at Austin's civic core. This plat
includes four historic city squares. Waller's city plan also embedded natural features in the identity of the
city by naming East/West streets after trees and North/South streets after creeks. The early park system

s | o

The city invests in a wide
array of pools, fields,
and athletic facilities.

2028, the Our Parks, Our Future Long

Range Plan will continue to shape the

The city begins its first
coordinated program of
improvements and events.

This period has several large-scale acquisitions of
greenbelts along creeks and valleys. Alongside these

. o few major acquisitions, there emerges a consistent
evolution of Austin's park system. The Joracq g

Long Range Plan will help define how
investments will improve this carefully

constructed network, enhance its value

revolves around Wooldridge Park (1840) and Pease Park (1875), and is complemented by cemeteries,
which represent a significant portion of open space throughout this period. Other than Waller's initial

systematic layout, park donations and acquisitions throughout the early 1900s are somewhat sporadic and

opportunistic.

This local effort to improve
parks, playgrounds, and
boulevards is then reinforced
by the national Works
Progress Administration

Alongside these active
recreation facilities, the
city invests in the creation
of several botanical and
cultural gardens.

focus on adaptive reuse and intentional preservation

of cultural resources and significant civic sites. The city
also takes on ownership and management of existing
sites previously owned and managed by private entities,
consolidating a wide array of parks, cemeteries and

(WPA) era of public works
projects designed to

employ people doing work
that improved national
infrastructure and enhanced

_ _ recreational assets into one coordinated system.
for each and every Austin resident,

and continue to cultivate balance and

variety within the system.

well-being.
1928
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PARD is born.
Master Plan, Bond + Governance

This is a major turning point for the Austin Parks System.
From 1928-1930 there is a series of critical civic actions taken to
intentionally shape the future of the Austin Park System.

The city formalizes the Recreation Department

The city formalizes the Parks & Playgrounds Commission

The city issues a $750,000 Bond for improvement of the park system
The city releases a Citywide Master Plan that calls for the development
of a city-wide park system.
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From its beginnings as four city squares sketched on Austin’s

PICA 25135, Austin History Center, Austin Public Library

original plat, the park system has expanded and evolved over

time, with an increasing focus on preserving and protecting
cultural resources, as well as natural resources. The early

1900s saw the consistent expansion of the system through
donations and acquisitions followed by the City of Austin’s first
Parks, Playground, and Boulevards Bond in 1929. The Federal
Aid programs that followed the Great Depression had a major
impact on shaping and expanding Austin’s park system, as did
the ongoing growth in population and developed area. The park
system grew through both opportunistic and systematic efforts

PICA 10283, Austin History Center, Austin Public Library

based on the norms and resources available at the time. In recent
years, the park system has come to embrace natural and cultural
resources as two mutually reinforcing elements in Austin’s parks.
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PARD Recreation/Community Centers /__/
@ Pickfair Community Center /-‘/
4
@ YMCA North Austin Community Recreation Center ~ e
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@ Gustavo “Gus” L. Garcia Recreation Center / e N
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N e
@ Austin Recreation Center e N
Alamo Recreation Center PARD PARKS Environmental Features Transportation
: : : e d and/ intained
@ Peiores Dutlle Recteation Genter & Biibion, Dust: Howard andSpenes Bullding (e ARGir Malialnes) Other Non-PARD Open Space ——— MetroRail Commuter Line (Existing / Under Construction)
@ Givens Recreation Center ALL-PURPOSE SPECIALIZED Waterways Other (non-passenger) Rail Lines
@ Oswaldo A.B. Cantu / Pan-American Recreation Center ‘-‘ Metropolitan - Kistuis: Prasarve
Lorraine “Grandma” Camacho Activity Center - District Political Boundaries ' Downtown Austin
""""" | . Airport
@ Metz Recreation Center - Neighborhood : ________ . County Boundaries @ Airpo
Parque Zaragoza Recreation Center - Pocket City of Austin
@ Danny G. McBeth Recreation Center & Annex Building Austin Limited Purpose Planning
South Austin Recreation Center - ESHAER Sl L OesS Austin 2 Mile ETJ; 5 Mile ETJ
Montopolis Recreation Center Beyond Austin Juristiction
@ Dittmar Recreation Center
@ Dove Springs Recreation Center
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AGRES OF PARKLAND 2018 POPULATION 2030 POPULATION DIVISIONS —  FULL-TIME PT & SEASONAL

o
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PUBLIG/PRIVATE COMMUNITY/ OFF-LEASH DOG MUSEUMS, ARTS & PLAYGROUNDS RECREATION HISTORIC STAGES/
PARTNERSHIPS SENIOR GARDENS AREAS CULTURAL CENTERS CENTERS BUILDINGS AMPHITHEATERS
O
N
R
- \{
MIXED-USE VOLLEYBALL
PARKS GOLF COURSES POOLS FIELDS TRAIL MILES TENNIS COURTS CEMETERIES COURTS

SOURCE: AUSTIN PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT FY17 ANNUAL REPORT AND STRATEGIC PLAN 2017-2021; *FROM AUSTIN AREA POPULATION HISTORIES AND FORECASTS
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POPULATION
- DENSITY AND GROWTH

e

~_ DENSIDAD DE POBLACION

TRAVIS Colorado Aer

@ DEVELOPED LAND IS INCREASING

Imagine Austin has helped to focus and direct
new growth into activity centers, still the city
TRAVIS continues to spread out as population in

surrounding counties and cities increases.

NEED FOR PARKLAND ON THE RISE

As Austin’s population and economy continue
to grow, the demand for park space and
recreational tfacilities is increasing as well.
PARD manages over 300 parks, 26 recreation
and senior centers, and a range of facilities
including: natural areas, pools, splash pads,

tennis courts, soccer fields, and playgrounds.
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DISTANGE TO
PARKS (1/2- 172 MILE)

~_ DISTANGIAALOS PARQUES

TRAVIS

@ IMPROVING PARKLAND ACCESS

In 2016, City Council set a goal of providing
parkland within 1/4 mile of Urban Core

TRAVIS residents and 1/2 mile for those outside of the
Urban Core. As the city’s rapid population
growth continues, the City of Austin has
struggled to keep up with the 24 park-
acres/1,000 residents standard.

&) POPULATION WITHIN WALKING
DISTANCE OF PARKS INCREASING
BUT STILL BELOW CITY’S GOAL

& K Currently, ©67% ot Austin residents are walking

distance to a park, a significant increase from

2011,

@ KEEPING UP WITH GROWTH

First passed in 1985, the City of Austin’s
HAY'S BASTROP Parkland Dedication Ordinance was revised
in 2016 to add hotel/motel fees in addition
to new residential. In 2016, Park Planning

/SN acquired 66 acres of new parkland.
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B7% o resr 881400 SIDEWALK
ARE WITHIN ’ GUVERAGE
WALKING DISTANCE MEDIAN FAMILY

OF A PARK INCOME IN 2017 INCREASED FROM 43% TO

037 BETWEEN 2013 & 2017

00 SO MILES

68% OF NEW

DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN IN OF AREA HAS BEEN
THE GITY'S AGTIVITY CENTERS ~  DEVELOPED BETWEEN 2008
& CORRIDORS (SINCE 2012) & 2016
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LL U5 ABOUT YOUR PARKS

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE PARK? (5onuS: WHAT TYPE OF PARK IS IT?)

¢ CUAL ES SU PARQUE FAVORITD?

WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT AUSTIN PARKS?

¢QUE LE GUSTA DE LOS PARQUES DE AUSTIN?

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

WHAT DOES THE AUSTIN ) HUW CAN THE AUSTIN
PARK SYSTEM DO WELL? PARK SYSTEM IMPROVE?
¢QUE HACE BIEN EL SISTEMA DE PARQUES DE AUSTIN? i i ¢COMO PUEDE MEJORAR EL SISTEMA

- DE PARQUES DE AUSTIN?

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

OUR PARKS AUSTIN PARKS & REGREATION
JURFUTURE /= | ONG RANGE PLAN ¥y
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- PARD Park (owned and/or maintained)

TRAVIS Colorado River PARD Recreation/Community Centers
@ Pickfair Community Center
@ YMCA North Austin Community Recreation Center
@ Gustavo “Gus” L. Garcia Recreation Center
@ Northwest Recreation Center
@ Virginia L. Brown Recreation Center
TRAVIS @ Dottie Jordan Recreation Center
@ Hancock Recreation Center
e ——————— Turner/Roberts Recreation Center
@ Austin Recreation Center
Alamo Recreation Center
@ Delores Duffie Recreation Center & Britton, Durst, Howard and Spence Building
@ Givens Recreation Center
@ Oswaldo A.B. Cantu / Pan-American Recreation Center
Lorraine “Grandma” Camacho Activity Center
/ @ Metz Recreation Center
/ Parque Zaragoza Recreation Center
/ @ Danny G. McBeth Recreation Center & Annex Building
/ South Austin Recreation Center
/ Montopolis Recreation Center
/ @ Dittmar Recreation Center

/ @ Dove Springs Recreation Center

Environmental Features

Other Non-PARD Open Space

Waterways

Political Boundaries

County Boundaries

City of Austin
Austin Limited Purpose Planning

Austin 2 Mile ETJ; 5 Mile ETJ

Beyond Austin Juristiction

| Transportation
HAYS = BASTROP === Urban Trail
" : = MetroRail Commuter Line (Existing / Under Construction)

e ra .
oy 7/ — Busline

© Other (non-passenger) Rail Lines
o & .'\"\.\_ Quarter Mile (5 min Walk) from Mass Transit Stop
- s .-\'\.\__ Quarter Mile (5 min Walk) from Red Line Rail Stop

3 .
- y 0 2 4 3 @ w9 Downtown Austin
N, / —— E—— e @ Airport

HOW FAR ARE YOU WILLING TO TRAVEL TO PARKS? v

¢ QUE TAN LEJOS ESTA DISPUESTO A TRASLADARTE PARA IR A LOS PARQUES? usar LA ETIUETA DE PUNTO.

WALK / RUN

BIKING

WHAT WOULD ENGOURAGE YOU TO WALK OR BIKE TO PARKS?

UE LE ANIMARIA A CAMINAR 0 ANDAR EN BICIGLETA A LOS PARQUES?

°-
O
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FAGILITY PRIORITIES

II'I NI

WHIGH FAGILITY TYPES ARE MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU? wccricomrses E‘

;QUE TIPOS DE INSTALACIONES SON LAS MAS IMPORTANTES PARA USTED? usir LA ETioUETA DE PUNTO.

. NATURAL AREAS / PRESERVES ' AREAS NATURALES / CONSERVACION

. ENVIRONMENTAL / NATURE CENTER
. CENTRO DE NATURALEZA/AMBIENTE

- |

DEMONSTRATION GARDENS (E.G. STORMWATER, NATIVE PLANTS] COMMUNITY GARDENS JARDINES COMUNITARIOS
: JARDINES DE DEMOSTRACION e~
: (POR EJEMPLO: PLANTIOS DE AGUAS PLUVIALES, PLANTAS INDIGENAS) '

. PERFORMANCE STAGE / AMPHITHEATER OPEN LAWN ' CESPED i GULTURAL / HISTORIC / ART GENTER

ESCENARIO PARA ESPECTACULOS / ANFITEATRO . GENTRO DE ARTE / GULTURA / HISTORIA

 PLAYGROUND / PLAY STRUCTURE . OFF-LEASH DOG AREAS ' PARQUE DE PERROS SIN CORREA/LAZD
. PAROUE INFANTIL | .

ATHLETIC FIELD OR GOURT SPORTS
. GAMPO ATLETICO U CANCHA DE DEPORTES

HOW COULD OUR FAGILITIES BETTER SERVE YOU?

¢COMO PODRIAN NUESTRAS INSTALACIONES SERVIRLE MEJOR?

UUR PARKS AUSTIN PARKS & RECREATION
OUR FUTURE LUNG RANGE PLAN AUSTIN
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AUSTINTEXAS.GOV/AUSTINFUTUREPARKS IN COLLABORATION WITH:
FAUSTINFUTUREPARKS ADISA COMMUNICATIONS, GO COLLABORATIVE, STUDIO BALCONES,
PROS CONSULTING, THE TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND, ETC INSTITUTE
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PROGRAM PRIORITIES

JRI JANMIT e ARII

WHICH PROGRAMS ARE MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU? wccreoomsrees

;QUE PROGRAMAS SON LOS MAS IMPORTANTES PARA USTED? usir LA ETIoUETA DE PUNTO.

YOUTH SPORTS  DEPORTE PARA JOVENES ENRICHMENT / LIFE SKILLS PROGRAMS
| . PROGRAMAS DE ENTRENAMIENTO Y ENRIQUEGIMIENTO

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION / INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS
. EDUCACION AMBIENTAL / PROGRAMAS INTERPRETATIVOS

ADAPTED / THERAPEUTIC RECREATION . SENIOR PROGRAMS & SERVICES ' FACILITY RENTALS FOR PRIVATE EVENTS
RECREACION TERAPEUTICA / ADAPTADO PROGRAMAS Y SERV!GIUS PARA GENTE MAYOR | ALUU_".ER DE INSTALACIONES PARA EVENTOS PRIVADOS

j v 2 00 o s 2
%
(

ATHLETIC FIELD RENTALS ' CAMPOS ATLETICOS DE ALQUILER STEWARDSHIP SERVICES (ADOPT-A-PARK / TRAIL)
| p—— : . 1+ SERVICIOS DE ADMIIRAGIUN (ADOPTA UN PARQUE O SENDERO)

| I . |I 1

WHAT PROGRAMS ARE MISSING OR NEED TO BE EXPANDED?

¢ QUE PROGRAMAS FALTAN O NECESITAN SER AMPLIADOS?

UUR PARKS AUSTIN PARKS & RECREATION
OUR FUTURE LONG RANGE PLAN AUSTIN
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_SPEND $1.000 YOUR WAY!

IF YOU HAD $1,000 TO INVEST IN AUSTIN’S PARKS,
HUW WUUI—D YUU SPEND IT? USE THE MONEY STICKER.

SI TUVIERA $ 1,000 PARA INVERTIR EN LOS PARQUES DE AUSTIN, 6COMO LO GASTARIA?  usar La erioueTa oe ninero

ACOUIRE NEW LAND FOR IMPROVE EXISTING MAINTAIN EXISTING IMPROVE ACCESS TO ADD OR ENHANCE PROGRAMS AT
PARKS & FACILITIES PARNS & FAGILIIES PARKS & FACILITIES PARKS & FACILITIES PARKS & FACILITIES

=

UUR PARKS AUSTIN PARKS & REGREATION
JURFUTURE 1= | ONG RANGE PLAN
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