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Infill Mechanisms 

• Zoning 
– Change existing zoning 
– New zones 

Incentive 
zones 

Form-based 
zones 

Customized 
zones 

Overlay 
zones 

Floating 
zones 



Infill Mechanisms 

• Administrative waivers 
• Financial incentives 

– Fee reductions 
– Participation in infrastructure 

 



Infill Mechanisms 

• Streamlined procedures  
– Pre-approved housing configurations or plans 

• Design guidelines 



              
        

BEST PRACTICES 



Portland, Oregon 
 
Infill Design Toolkit 
 

• Guide for infill development in established 
neighborhoods with a variety of housing prototypes.  

• Provides a comprehensive menu of housing typologies. 

Source: Portland, Oregon’s Infill Design Toolkit 



Portland, Oregon 
 
Permit-ready plans 
 

• Plans pre-approved by the City that have already passed life, 
safety, and structural review.  

• Developers can purchase building permits and receive plan 
sets free of charge. 

• If the developer changes the exterior, the design would no 
longer be permit-ready and would be subject to normal 
review processes. Developers can make changes to the 
interior floor plan with approval by the architect. 

• Completed site plans are eligible 
for review under the city’s Fast 
Track program. Developers with 
eligible projects can receive 
housing permits within 10 
working days.  

Sources: HUD User Case Studies – Portland, Oregon: Living Smart Program 
City of Portland Development Services Permit Processing Flowchart 







Montgomery County, Maryland 
 
Streamlining the Development Review Process 
 

• Consolidate multiple reviews involved for many projects 
into a single application 

• Require a concept plan to be submitted for staff review 
prior to formal submission of the application 

• Allow certain details — such as landscaping, lighting and 
recreation facilities that are now required as part of a site 
plan — to be reviewed and approved after plans are 
approved 

• Encourage public input at additional 
points in the process, such as before 
and after submission of the concept 
plan, at meetings organized by the 
developer, in correspondence or 
meetings with staff 

Source: Montgomery County Development  
Review Process Recommendations 



Infill Techniques 

• Modify site development standards 

Lot size Density Height Floor-to-area 
ratio (FAR) 

Setback Lot coverage Impervious 
cover 



Infill Techniques 

• Special compatibility standards 

Building 
size Height Bulk Mass 

Scale Orientation Privacy Materials 



Infill Techniques 

• Parking reductions 
• Additional uses  

– Mixed use 
– Accessory dwellings 

• Open space credit if near public park 
• Architectural standards 

 



 
What’s Your Message? 
 
Questions/Comments 
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