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Small Business 

A business that is privately owned and operated, with a 
small number of employees, has a relatively low 
volume of sales, and is not dominant in its field on a 
national basis. Small business size standards vary 
widely, and may be determined by revenue or number 
of employees, depending on industry. 
-Imagine Austin, Appendix C 



Local Business 

Locally-owned independent business, nonprofit, or 
farm.  
-Imagine Austin, Appendix C 



Imagine Austin 
Provide paths to prosperity for all  
• To ensure our economic strength, it is critical 

to preserve Austin’s mix of large and small 
businesses, local entrepreneurs, major 
employers, clean industries, educational 
institutions, and government jobs. (page 10) 



Imagine Austin 
Economy (page 46) 
• Austin small businesses grew by 1.5 percent 

between 2007 and 2008, at a much higher 
rate than any other region in the nation (no 
other region had a growth rate higher than 0.6 
percent).  

• Firms with fewer than 20 employees 
accounted for 81% of total growth in 
businesses in 2007. 
 



Imagine Austin 
Economy (page 46) 
• Local businesses contribute three times the 

economic impact to Austin’s economy as 
national merchants, according to a 2002 study 
for the Austin Independent Business Alliance. 



Continue to grow Austin’s economy by investing 
in our workforce, education systems,  
entrepreneurs, and local businesses. (page 193) 

Imagine Austin 
Priority Program 3 



Imagine Austin 
Priority Program 3 
Relationship to CodeNEXT 
Create better rules for flex space and adaptive 
re-use to support small businesses, urban farms, 
and start-ups. (page 194) 



Code Diagnosis 
Themes Across Neighborhood Plans  



Code Diagnosis 
Themes Across Neighborhood Plans  



Definition: Obstacle 
Oxford Dictionary 
Obstacle noun \ˈäbstək(ə)l\ 
A thing that blocks one’s way or prevents or 
hinders progress 



Obstacle 
Types of Obstacles for small businesses 
• Land Development Code related 
• Building Code related 
• Process related 



Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7R9wXMN5gM&x-yt-

ts=1421914688&feature=player_embedded&x-yt-cl=84503534 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7R9wXMN5gM&x-yt-ts=1421914688&feature=player_embedded&x-yt-cl=84503534
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7R9wXMN5gM&x-yt-ts=1421914688&feature=player_embedded&x-yt-cl=84503534





Issues to Address 

• What are key barriers for creation, expansion 
and conversion of buildings for small 
businesses? 

• How can these barriers be addressed in the 
code? 
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