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SECTION 4 – RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION ELECTRICAL CODE 

 

4.1.0  GENERAL 

 

4.2.0  RESIDENTIAL APPLICATION 

 

4.3.0  RESIDENTIAL DEMOLITION 

 

4.4.0  RESIDENTIAL SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

4.4.1  New, Addition, Remodel 

4.4.2  Fences, Landscape, Swimming Pools 

4.4.3  Express 

4.4.4 Volume Builder 

4.4.5 Subchapter F 

4.4.6 Structural Drawings/memorandum 

 

4.4.7  Visitability 

 

4.4.7.1 Visitability Applicability - The Visitability ordinance 20140130-021 applies to the 

following structures: 

i. New single family structures 

ii. Duplexes 

iii. Townhouses and  

iv. Any structure that constitutes a dwelling unit per the International Residential Code 

(IRC). 

These ordinance requirements do not apply to remodels and additions. 

 

4.4.7.2 Waiver of exterior visitable route provision for certain properties. 

a. Requires a survey performed by a Registered Professional Land Surveyor. This survey 

will be provided at the time of application submittal when seeking a waiver for lots that 

exceed ten-percent (10%) or if a switchback is required for compliance.  

 

4.4.7.3  Trees and Impervious Coverage 

a. Trees and impervious coverage shall be accounted for when designing and installing the 

exterior visitable route.  Trees and impervious coverage shall not be a limiting factor of 

design and compliance with all codes and ordinances shall be the responsibility of the 

designer and installing contractor.   

b. It shall be the responsibility of the person(s) responsible for design and installation to 

exhaust all methods available to accomplish the required exterior visitable route. 

 

4.4.7.4  Prior to development means prior to home construction: 
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a. On regular and irregular shaped lots or legal tracts, the slope will be measured 

perpendicular from the midpoint of the front property lines to the intersection with 

the nearest property line.   

b. On a lot or legal tract with multiple, detached one or two-family dwelling units, the 

percent slope will be measured from the rear of each structure perpendicular to the 

midpoint of the right-of-way for the public or private street.  

 

4.4.7.5 Switchbacks - For the purpose of the visitability ordinance, a switchback is a route which 

exceeds 2 landings and turns 90° or more.  

 

4.4.7.6 Compliance required at plan review.  

a. Detailed floor plans will be required. Detailed floor plans from a Certified 

Building Designer or a Texas-Registered Architect will expedite the 

technical code review. The floor plans will need to identify the following 

structural components as either directional signals or notes: 

i. Visitable dwelling entrance and components thereof.  

ii. Visitable bathroom route and components thereof. 

iii. Visitable bathroom and components thereof.  

b. Electrical and Blocking 

i. Electrical switches and outlets and environmental components and bathroom 

blocking will not be required to be detailed on the floor plans as a general 

note will satisfy this requirement. 

c. Detailed plans for the “exterior” visitable route will be required for new permits 

applied for on or after July 1, 2015. The plans will indicate the point of origin with 

the required landing through the point of entrance to the structure with the required 

landing. Ramp details will be required when constructed with materials other than 

concrete. Handrails will be required on the plans when exceeding 8.33% slope (ref. 

IRC R311). 

d. Plans submitted under the Volume Builders Program are allowed, but all visitability 

components must be clearly indicated on submitted documents. 

 

4.4.7.7 Compliance Required at Field Inspection Verification 

a. Exterior Visitable Route 

i. Shall include landings with a cross-slope not to exceed 2% and one or more 

of the following paths.  

1. garage,  

2. driveway,  

3. public street, or  

4. public sidewalk.  

ii. A landing will be required at the point of origin.  

iii. The minimum width and depth of the exterior visitable route is thirty six 

inches.  

iv. Ramps and landings are to comply with the International Residential code.  

v. The person responsible for compliance determines the point of origin.  
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vi. Alternative Method of Compliance and Modifications – detailed floor plans 

may be field approved provided the proposed method of compliance meets 

the intent of the code. 

vii. Property owners will not be required to redesign or relocate the structure to 

comply after the building permit has been issued. 

b. Visitable light switches, receptacles, and environmental controls 

i. Shall be located at the entry level in accordance with the adopted electrical 

code and will include light switches and the environmental controls located 

no higher than 48 inches.  

ii. Light Switches and environmental controls shall be measured from the top 

of the device to the unfinished floor.  

iii. Outlets must be a minimum of 15 inches above the floor. This measurement 

is from the bottom of the device to the unfinished floor. 

c. Visitability bathroom route. One bathroom must be accessible by a route with a 

minimum clear opening of thirty two inches beginning at the visitable entrance and 

continuing through the habitable areas connecting the living room, dining room, and 

kitchen, and be level with beveled changes at the door thresholds. Split-level or 

sunken floor areas would not be required as part of the visitable bathroom route. 

d. Visitable dwelling entrance location will be determined by the Responsible Party 

for compliance with this ordinance. Threshold No Step Entrance code interpretation 

CI2013-0002 

(http://www.austintexas.gov/page/development-regulations) is also an approved 

method of compliance as is an approved manufactured barrier-free access system 

pertaining to the threshold. The clear opening of the visitable dwelling entrance is at 

minimum thirty two inches. Landings are to comply with the requirements of the 

International Residential code. A permanent site built ramp against the threshold 

with less than one-half inch in vertical rise, that doesn’t exceed 12 inches in length, 

located on the exterior side, doesn’t exceed 8.3% slope and has landing will be an 

approved transition at the exterior entry at the visitable dwelling entrance. 

e. Visitable bathroom 

i. 30 inch minimum clear opening. 

ii. 2 inch x 6 inch blocking centered 34 inches from the floor. 

 

4.4.7.8 Equivalent alternative 

a. Compliance with the latest addition of the ICC accessibility standards A117.1 

(Publicecodes.cyberregs.com/ICC/ANSI/2009/a117p1/)  

4.4.7.9 Doors 

a. Door swings must meet the intent of the code. 

 

 

4.4.8 Mobile/Manufactured Homes 

4.4.8.1 Manufactured Home Definition 

Manufactured home means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which in the 

traveling mode is 8 body feet (2438 body mm) or more in width or 40 body feet (12 192 body mm) 

or more in length, or, when erected on site, is 320 square feet (30 m2) or more, and which is built 

on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent 

foundation when connected to the required utilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, air-

conditioning and electrical systems contained therein: except that such term shall include any 

http://www.austintexas.gov/page/development-regulations
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structure that meets at the requirements of this paragraph except the size requirements and with 

respect to which the manufacturer voluntarily files a certification required by the secretary (HUD) 

and complies with the standards established under this title. For mobile homes built prior to June 

15, 1976, a label certifying compliance to the Standard for Mobile Homes, NFPA 501, in effect at 

the time of manufacture is required. 

 

4.4.8.2 Manufactured Home Code requirements 

For all manufactured homes within Austin City limits must comply with Austin City Code Section 

25-2, Article 14, and the following: 

A. Austin City Code Section 25-2-1207 Location Of Mobile Homes Other Than in Mobile 

Home Park. 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person may not place, maintain, or 

occupy a mobile home in the city other than in a mobile home park that is licensed 

under this division, or in a mobile home subdivision. 

(2) This Section does not apply to a mobile home that is: 

(i) located on a construction site and is used as a field office during construction; 

(ii) a mobile home sales lot; or 

(iii) a mobile home that is under construction or stored at a mobile home 

manufacturing plant. 

B. Mobile Home Electrical, Plumbing, and Mechanical Systems 

(1) When a mobile home is placed on a lot or in a mobile home park in the city limits, 

electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilation, and air conditioning equipment shall be 

installed in accordance with the adopted Electrical Code, Plumbing Code or 

Mechanical Code. A permit shall be secured by a registered electrician, plumber, or 

air conditioning and refrigeration contractor before any work is performed. 

 

4.4.8.3 Texas Manufactured Housing Standards Act.  

 (1) Section 1201 Manufactured Home. 

 (A) “HUD-code manufactured home” means a structure: 

i. constructed on or after June 15, 1976, according to the rules of the United 

States Department of Housing and Urban Development; 

ii. built on a permanent chassis; 

iii. Designated for use as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation 

when the structure is connected to the required utilities; 

iv. Transportable in one or more sections; and 

v. In the traveling mode, at least eight body feet in width or at least 40 body feet 

in length, or when erected on site, at least 320 square feet; 

(B) including the plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems of 

the home; and  

(C) does not include a recreational vehicle as defined by 24 C.F.R. Section 

3282.8(g). 

(2) Section 1201.452 Seal or Label Required. 

A) Except as otherwise provided by this subchapter, a person may not sell, 

exchange or lease-purchase or negotiate for the sale, exchange, or lease- 

purchase of a used manufactured home to a consumer unless the appropriate 

seal or label is attached to the home. 

B) If the home does not have the appropriate seal or label, the person must: 
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i. apply to HUD for a seal; 

ii. pay the fee; and 

iii. submit to the department a copy of any written disclosure required 

under Section 1201.455(a). 

 

4.4.8.3 Texas Administrative Code, Vol. 10, Chapter 80, Permanent Foundation. 

(1) A foundation which meets the requirements of 80.21 of the Administrative Rules 

of the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA), 10 Texas 

Administrative Code, Chapter 80 (relating to Requirements for the Installation of 

Manufactured Homes) and was constructed according to drawings, as required by that 

section, which states that the foundations is a permanent foundation for the 

manufactured home. A sealed foundation letter required from a Registered Design 

Professional or submittal of the TDHCA Form T –Notice of Installation by a qualified 

TDHCA inspector. TDHCA will issue the Statement of Ownership and Location 

(SOL). 

(www.tdhca.state.tx.us/mh/installations.htm ) 

 

4.4.8.4 Technical Code and Land Development Code requirements: 

(A) Zoning Review - Submit a Residential Application to Residential Review staff of 

Planning and Development Review Department. 

(B) Permits Required include: Building, Electrical, Plumbing, Mechanical, Driveway and 

Sidewalk Permit, and additional permits that may be required for a sewer tap and 

water tap. 

 

 

4.4.8.5 Manufactured Homes - Inspections 

The following inspections will be required for manufactured homes. 

 

http://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/mh/installations.htm
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a) 101 Layout Inspection – This inspection is to verify the layout is as per the permit 

and to answer any questions the customer may have. City approved plot plan must 

be on site and permit posted 

1) Foundation Drawings required. 

2) Survey required with surveyors seal. 

b) Electrical Inspections 

1) 300 Electrical Slab –may or may not be required depending on if there is 

conduit in the foundation or not. 

2) 302 Electrical Grounding 

3) 304 Temporary Electric 

4) 305 Final Electric 

c) Plumbing Inspections 

1) 503 Plumbing Gas Rough 

2) 505 Sewer Yard Line 

3) 506 Water Yard Line 

4) 521 Final Plumbing 

d) 405 Final Mechanical Inspection 

e) Building Inspections 

1) 102 Foundation  

a. Sealed foundation letter required from a Registered Design 

Professional or submittal of the TDHCA Form T –Notice of 
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Installation by a qualified TDHCA inspector. TDHCA will issue the 

SOL. 

b. Sealed Ty-Down letter from a Registered Design Professional. 

c. Parking Requirements must comply. 

2) 112 Final Building 

 

4.5.0  ENGINEERING REQUIREMENTS 

 

4.6.0  CODE VIOLATIONS 

 

4.7.0  FLOOD PLAIN INFORMATION 

 

4.8.0  INSPECTIONS 
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4.1.0  GENERAL 

Section Four describes the requirements for obtaining an electrical license, provides an electrical 

review checklist, explains the sign inspection process and addresses wiring over and under 

navigable water. 

4.2.0  SIGN INSPECTION PROCESS - ELECTRICAL SIGNS 

4.3.0  WIRING OVER AND UNDER NAVIGABLE WATER 

4.4.0  ELECTRIC LICENSE INFORMATION SHEET 

4.4.0  ELECTRIC LICENSE INFORMATION SHEET 

This rule is promulgated to administer and implement the license provisions of the Electrical Code. 

A.   Every application for an original license or any character  of renewal license shall be made 

upon a form furnished by  the building official. 

B.   Every application for any such license shall state the full  name, date of birth, weight, height, 

color of eyes, color  of hair, sex, residence and business address of the  applicant. Every 

original application for a license shall  specify the experience of the applicant and briefly  

describe the applicant and shall state whether the  applicant has heretofore been licensed as 

an electrician,  and if so, when and by what state, county, or city; whether  any such license 

has ever been suspended or revoked;  whether an application has never been refused, and, if 

so,  the date of and the reason for such suspension, revocation  or refusal. 

C.   Every application shall be accompanied by the license and/or examination fee prescribed by 

ordinance.  

D.   Every application for an original license must include  letters verifying experience in the field 

of electrical  wiring to substantiate the required number of years of  electrical experience. 

The letters must be signed by the  master electrician under which the applicant has 

performed electrical work or by the Supervisor of Electrical Inspections of the City in 

which the applicant has performed electrical work and holds a valid license. All letters 

must be original and on company or City letterhead. Examinees will be notified by mail, if 

approved, when and where the examination will be administered. Notification to applicants 

will be mailed to the address which appears on the application. 

E.   Any applicant for a renewal master electrician's license may elect to apply for an inactive 

master electrician's license. An inactive master electrician may not secure permits to 

perform electrical contracting work; provided, however, that an inactive master electrician 

licensed under this chapter may be licensed as a mater electrician upon payment of the 

master electrician's license fee and meeting the requirements of the Electrical Code. 

F.   Electrical exams other than unrestricted master exams will be held the second Wednesday of 

every month, except May and November. Prior to the exam, the applicant needs to submit 

proof of eligibility and pay the exam fee. Applicant may apply, submit proof of eligibility, 

and pay the exam fee before 12:00 noon the last Wednesday of the month, to be eligible to 

take the exam the following month. If the applicant has taken the exam before and decides 

to take the exam again, the applicant needs to apply and pay the exam fee before 12:00 

noon the last Wednesday of the month to be  eligible to take  the exam the following 

month.  The applicant will be notified by mail the location and time of the exam. 

Notification will be mailed to address on the application. If the applicant has paid the exam 

fee and decides to cancel, the applicant needs to make notification of cancellation before 

12:00 noon the last Wednesday of the month prior to the month of the exam, or the 

applicant will be required to pay another exam fee when a new application is made to take 

the exam again. 

G.   Unrestricted master electrical exams are given the second Wednesday of May and November. 

The applicant needs to submit proof of eligibility and pay the exam fee in time to appear 
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before the Electric Board, which meets the last Wednesday of the month. If the applicant 

has taken the exam before and wishes to take the exam again, the applicant will be required 

to apply and pay the exam fees no later than the last Wednesday, 12:00 noon, of April to 

take the May exam or of October to take the November exam. The applicant will be 

notified by mail the location and time of the exam. The notification will be mailed to the 

address on application. If applicant has paid the exam fee and wishes to cancel the exam, 

the applicant needs to make notification of cancellation, by 12:00 noon the first Wednesday 

of October for the November exam, or the applicant will be required to pay another exam 

fee when a new application is made to take the exam. 

Electrical Code 25-12-111 Section 205 

 

Application for Electrician's License  

(See Figure 4-1 in Appendix I of this manual) 

 

Electrician's Record  

(See Figure 4-2 in Appendix I of this manual) 

 

4.5.0  ELECTRICAL REVIEW CHECK LIST 

4.6.0  ELECTRICAL UTILITY SERVICE REQUEST 

4.7.0  ELECTRICAL METERS ON EAVES 

4.8.0  ENERGY CODE COMPLIANCE 

4.9.0  RECIPROCAL LICENSES 

 (Interpretation Adopted by the Electrical Board  on May 24, 1988) 

A.   In order to obtain a reciprocal license, an applicant for  an Austin electrical license shall meet 

the following  requirements: 

   1.   Passed the equivalent licensing exam in a city which Austin has accepted for reciprocation. 

   2.   Held the equivalent license for one year in the city which Austin has accepted for 

reciprocation. This does not apply to journeyman electricians. 

   3.   Provide proof that A and B above are true by submitting evidence from the city which Austin 

has accepted for reciprocation. 

   4.   Complied with all Electrical Code requirements regarding age and experience. One year as a 

master electrician may substitute for two years as a journeyman electrician. 

   5.   Pay all fees required for a new license applicant. 

B.   The Building Official shall not discuss any case involving reciprocal licensing and the 

reciprocating city unless the Building Official has notified the license applicant of code 

compliance problems in writing and provided an opportunity to appeal in accordance with 

Chapter 25-1 of the Austin City Code. 

Electrical Code 25-12-111 Section 206 

 

4.10.0  UTILITY CONNECTION AND EROSION CONTROL 

4.11.0  ELECTRICAL WORK BY MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS 
 
 
 


