OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

RICK PERRY
GOVERNOR

October 24, 2011

Mr. Alejandro Mayorkas

Director

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
20 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20529

RE: State Designation of Local Governmental Authorities to Certify High Unemployment Areas
In Accordance with 8 CFR §204.6(1)

Dear Mr. Mayorkas:

Pursuant to 8 CFR §204.6(i), an official of the state must notify the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services of the agency, board or other appropriate governmental body of the state
that shall be delegated the authority to certify that a geographic or political subdivision meets the
necessary unemployment rate to qualify as a high unemployment area (Targeted Employment
Area) under EB-5 program regulations. This letter shall serve as a supplement to my prior letter,
dated August 12, 2009, to ensure that all qualified areas of the State of Texas are able to
participate in the EB-5 program.

In compliance with 8 CFR §204.6(1), I, Rick Perry, Governor of the State of Texas, hereby
designate the following authorities in the State of Texas as the appropriate governmental bodies
of the state to certify that a particular geographic or political subdivision meets the necessary
criteria as an “area of high unemployment” as defined by the EB-5 program:

1) local mayors of cities or towns located within a metropolitan statistical area, or cities or -
towns with a population of 20,000 or more, for areas of high unemployment within the
boundaries of incorporated cities or towns;

2) county judges for areas of high unemployment within the boundaries of counties;
3) the county judges of each affected county may jointly designate areas of high

unemployment in the event that a particular area of high unemployment is located within
the boundaries of two or more contiguous counties; and
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4) the local mayors of each affected city or town may jointly designate areas of high
unemployment in the event that a particular area of high unemployment is located within
the boundaries of two or more contiguous cities or towns.

In making this delegation of authority, I hereby advise all such Texas mayors and county judges
to review and comply with all applicable regulations and instructions from the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services regarding the designation of areas of high unemployment to establish
targeted employment areas. In particular, I advise such mayors and county judges that the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services has directed that the cobbling together of various portions
of political subdivisions, so that an investment in a commercial enterprise in a location that is not
a high unemployment area would ultimately qualify as one, blatantly frustrates the congressional
intent behind INA §203(b)(5)(B), and is not an acceptable business practice in the making of
TEA designations.

Sincerely,

[CK ;’)@@ﬂj

Rick Perry
Governor

RP:mbp

cc: The Honorable Vernon Cook, County Judge, Roberts County and President, Texas
Association of Counties '
The Honorable Leonard Reed, Mayor, City of Willis and President, Texas Municipal
League
Ms. Barbara Q. Velarde, Chief, Office of Service Center Operations, U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services



