
    

    

 

  

Green Business Resources 
City of A 

Green Business is good business, especially in Austin.By taking action to go green, your business can save money, 
protect the local environment, and get recognized for all that you do! Find out more about Austin Green Business 

Leaders at www.austintexas.gov/greenbiz 

Use regular communications with employees, as well as 
your customer or client network, to share information 
about initiatives and the changes you are making to 
become more sustainable and environmentally 

Communication 
& Outreach 

responsible. 

energy and water consumption, reduces greenhouse gasResource emissions, extends virgin material resources, contributes 
to carbon sequestration, and boosts employment and the 
economy.Management 
Saving water saves wastewater, energy, and money. 
Show that your business is committed to going green 
and reducing water use.Water 

Know where you stand. By observing your energy 
(electricity and gas) bills and getting a baseline, you'll have 
a reference point of how much energy you use. This willEnergy 
help you determine how much progress you're making. 

Studies have shown that workplace wellness programs 
can improve workplace productivity, reduce healthcareHealthy Work related costs, reduce worker absenteeism, and bring 
employees improvements in physical activity, healthyEnvironment 
Transportation is the life-blood of any economy. And yet, 
our fast-growing urban centers are faced with increasingly 
clogged arteries. Encouraging employees of your businessTransportation to take alternative transportation eases congestion in 
Austin and reduces emissions from car tailpipes. 

Being a good corporate citizen gets you good press, 
enriches the community, and feels good. Think of ways toCommunity 
service or volunteer activity.Stewardship 



    

 

  
 
 

 

    

 

  
   

    

     

       

       
     

      

   

     

Green Business Resources

Communication & Outreach 
Strategies Resources 

ABGL 
Scorecard 

Create a written policy recognizing sustainability as a core 
value in your company culture and business identity. 

Environmental Policy Examples (Pollution Prevention Pays) C1 

Create a “Green Team” to lead environmental initiatives and 
builds staff support for green practices? 

Bring Your Green to Work with ENERGY STAR® 
Team Up to Save Energy (EPA)

          Green Teams—Engaging Employees in Sustainability (GreenBiz.com) 

Highlights the benefits of undertaking sustainable practices Greening Business: 

C2 

Host a speaker from the Austin Energy, Austin Resource 
Recovery, Austin Water, Watershed Protection, Capital Metro 
(or environmental organization) to educate staff on 
environmental initiatives? 

Request a Speaker from Austin Energy's Austin Energy Power Saver™  program 

Request a Speaker from the Office of Sustainability 

Request a Speaker from the Water Conservation Speakers Bureau 

Request a Speaker from Austin Resource Recovery 

Request a Speaker from Watershed Protection 

C3 

Join Austin Green Business Leaders and get tools and 
resources that can help your company save money, expand 
market share, protect the environment, and support our local 
community. 

Visit the Austin Green Business Leaders website. C4 

Celebrate Earth Day, “Green Week” or other green events 
to encourage employee participation in green-related 
activities. 

Green Living Tips 
Earth Fast Facts (PlanetPals) 

WasteWise Program: Success Stories EPA 

Go Green Facts (Go Green Commercially) 

C5 

Educate employees about how they can take green actions 
at home. 

Climate Change- Health & Environmental Effects (EPA) 

The Business Case for Environmental and Sustainability 
Employee Education (National Environmental Education Foundation) 

Going Green at Home 

C6 

Highlight your sustainability efforts on your website, in 
e-newsletters, or in other forms of communication to 
emphasize your green practices to customers and other 
stakeholders. 

Marketing and Sustainability (Center for Sustainable Design) C7 

Calculate your business' carbon footprint and communicate 
the results with your team. 

Business Carbon Calculator (Carbonfund) 

Business and Organization Carbon Calculator 

C8 
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http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/guidelines/continuous_improvement/Teaming_Up_To_Save_Energy.pdf
http://www.greenbiz.com/sites/default/files/GreenBizReports-GreenTeams-final.pdf
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/guidelines/continuous_improvement/Teaming_Up_To_Save_Energy.pdf
http://www.greenbiz.com/sites/default/files/GreenBizReports-GreenTeams-final.pdf
http://www.earthshare.org/greening-business.html
http://www.austinenergy.com/about%20us/outreach/Speakers%20Bureau/index.htm
http://www.austintexas.gov/SustainableSpeaker
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/speakers-bureau
http://www.austintexas.gov/faq/can-i-request-speaker-talk-about-uro-and-implementing-commercial-recycling-or-composting-programs
http://austintexas.gov/department/watershed-protection/education
http://austintexas.gov/department/austin-green-business-leaders
http://www.greenlivingtips.com/
http://www.planetpals.com/fastfacts.html
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/partnerships/wastewise/success.htm
http://www.gogreencommercially.com/go-green-facts/
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/effects/index.html
http://www.neefusa.org/BusinessEnv/white_paper_feb2010.pdf
http://www.sustainablebabysteps.com/going-green-at-home.html
http://cfsd.org.uk/smart-know-net/smart-know-net.pdf
http://carbonfund.org/business-calculator
http://www.epa.gov/climateleadership/inventory/footprint.html


          

    

  
 

         

   

     

         
      

       

     

       

        
     

  

     

       
   

Green Business Resources

[PDF] Green Product Checklist: What Makes a Product Green? (REGREEN) 

ABGL 
Scorecard 

R1 

R2 

R3 

Conduct an onsite waste assessment with Austin Resource 
Recovery, with a private firm, or by following an EPA 
approach and develop a plan to increase waste prevention, 
reuse, and recycling. 

Austin Resource Recovery Business Outreach and Services 

EPA Waste Assessment Approaches 

Universal Recycling Ordinance 

3 Ways to Green Your Green Purchasing Policy (Green Your) 

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPA) 

Green 101: Policies (Responsible Purchasing Network) 

Resource Management 

Develop an environmentally preferable purchasing (EPP) 
policy to procure green products where feasible. 

Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines for Paper and Paper Products (EPA) 

Green Seal Sustainable Paper Product Standards 

Common Wastes & Materials - Paper Recycling (EPA) 

Office Paper Reduction Quick Tips 

Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines for Nonpaper Office Products 

Checklist of Activities for Starting a Takeback Program 
(Pacific Northwest Pollution Prevention Resource Center) 

Product Stewardship Council 

R4 

R5 

R6 

R7 

Purchase at least 30% post-consumer recycled 
copier/printer paper and at least 100% post-consumer 
recycled paper products (e.g., paper towels, envelopes, 
notepads, boxes, etc.). 

Track how much paper your business uses and 
implement strategies to achieve a paper reduction goal. 

Purchase recycled-content supplies, refurbished equipment, 
rechargeable batteries, and/or remanufactured printer 
cartridges. 

Use suppliers that take back packaging, electronics, pallets, 
carpet, or other products. 

Green Seal Sustainable Paper Product Standards 

Green Product Development - Take Back Programs 
(U.S. Small Business Association) 

Strategies Resources 

Do you divert at least 75% of your waste annually from 
the landfill by reducing, reusing and/or recycling and have 
documentation to support your achievements? 

Onsite Waste Assessments 
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http://www.austintexas.gov/department/business-outreach-and-services
http://www.epa.gov/smm/wastewise/approach.htm
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/universal-recycling-ordinance-uro
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/zero-waste-business-services
http://www.greenyour.com/office/office-purchasing/green-purchasing-policy/tips?category=9471
http://www.epa.gov/epp/
http://www.regreenprogram.org/docs/product_checklist.pdf
http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/purchasing_guides/all/policies/
http://www.greenseal.org/GreenBusiness/Standards.aspx?vid=StandardCategory&cid=11
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/tools/cpg/products/paper.htm
http://www.greenseal.org/GreenBusiness/Standards.aspx?vid=StandardCategory&cid=11
http://www.epa.gov/wastes/conserve/materials/paper/
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/reducewaste/business/officepaper/QuickTip.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/tools/cpg/products/index.htm#non
http://www.pprc.org/pubs/epr/takeback.pdf
http://www.productstewardship.us/
http://www.sba.gov/content/green-product-development#Take-back


    

 
 
 

     

    

   

  

  

      
    

         

     

   

        

   

    

      

      

Green Business Resources

Resource Management 
Strategies Resources ABGL 

Scorecard 

Reduce the number of catalogs, newspapers and unwanted 
mail sent to your business. 

Junk Mail Reduction (Ohio EPA) 
DMAchoice (Direct Marketing Association): 
Control the number of commercial mailings and emails you receive 

Stop Junk Mail for GOOD! (Eco-Cycle) 

Austin Catalog Choice 

R8 

Eliminated the purchase of all single use disposable 
dishware (paper or plastic cups, plates, bowls, utensils, 
coffee stirrers, Styrofoam products, etc.)

  Municipal Solid Waste in the United States: 2007 Facts and Figures (EPA) R9 

Discourage the purchase of single-use plastic water bottles 
and support alternatives. 

Water Bottle Pollution Facts (National Geographic) 

9 Ways to Reduce Plastic Bottle Use 
R10 

Provide recycling for your employees for common house­
hold items, such as their cell phones, rechargeable 
batteries, electronics, and/or printer cartridges 

“What Do I Do With…” 

Business Outreach and Services 

Call2Recycle: Free rechargeable battery and cell phone collection program 

Plug-In to eCycling (EPA) 

Responsible Appliance Disposal Program (EPA) 

R11 

Provide compost bins and either conduct your own 
composting or contract with a third party composter. 

Information on Composting 

Organic Materials (EPA) 

Urban Worm Girl: Educational resource on vermiculture 

R12 
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http://www.dmachoice.org/
http://web.epa.state.oh.us/opp/junkmail_web.pdf
http://www.ecocycle.org/junkmail
https://austin.catalogchoice.org/
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/nonhaz/municipal/pubs/msw07-rpt.pdf
http://greenliving.nationalgeographic.com/water-bottle-pollution-2947.html
http://www.banthebottle.net/articles/9-ways-to-reduce-plastic-bottle-waste-at-your-workplace/
http://austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do
http://austintexas.gov/department/business-outreach-and-services
http://www.call2recycle.org/
http://www.epa.gov/wastes/partnerships/plugin/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/Ozone/partnerships/rad/
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/composting
http://www.epa.gov/compost/
http://www.urbanwormgirl.com/


    

    

  
 

 
 

  

  

   

   

    

   

 

   

         

     

      
        

    

     

  

Green Business Resources

Water 
Strategies Resources ABGL 

Scorecard 

Conduct a water use audit by participating in the Austin Water 
3C Business Challenge or in the Industrial, Commercial or 
Institutional (ICI) Audit Rebate Program. 

3C Challenge 

Water Conservation for Businesses 

The First Step to Improving Building Water Efficiency (EPA) 

Greening Advisor -- Water Audits (NRDC) 

W1 

Practice water-efficient irrigation with monthly walk throughs, 
maintenance, and seasonal scheduling changes. 

Free Irrigation System Evaluations 

Education/Information on Water-Efficiency (Innovative Water Solutions) 

Grow Green Irrigation Fact Sheet 

W2 

Practice sustainable landscaping by planting 90% native &/or 
drought resistant plants like those found in the Grow Green 
Plant Guide? 

Integrated Pest Management 

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 

Water-Efficient Landscaping: 
Preventing Pollution & Using Resources Wisely (EPA) 

Grow Green Plant Guide 

W3 

Utilize auxiliary water such as reclaimed water, rainwater 
harvesting, AC water recycling, cooling water blowdown, 
or graywater. 

Resources for Rainwater Harvesting (HarvestH2O.com) 
Rainwater Harvesting Rebate W4 

Complete and submit an Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) plan. 

Integrated Pest Management 

Travis County Entomology program 
W5 

Avoid the practice of washing cars, equipment, and other 
items where the runoff water can flow straight to the storm 
drain. 

Residential Car Washing (EPA) 

Water Pollution Prevention and Protection 

Austin Guide to Home Mechanics 
Outside Storage Equipment and Vehicle Maintenance 
(Arlington Department of Environmental Services) 

W6 

Keep receiving/loading docks, dumpsters and parking areas 
free of litter, debris, oil, chemicals, and other contaminants 
and provide signage in key areas that describe proper 
practices to prevent pollutants from reaching storm drains. 

Austin Clean Water Partners 

Stormwater Outreach for Commercial Businesses (EPA) 
W7 
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http://www.austintexas.gov/department/3c-business-challenge-commit-calculate-conserve
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/water-conservation-businesses
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=business.bus_water
http://www.nrdc.org/enterprise/greeningadvisor/wu-audits.asp
http://austintexas.gov/department/irrigation-system-evaluations-and-rebates
http://www.watercache.com/education/
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Watershed/growgreen/irrigation.pdf
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/integrated-pest-management
http://www.wildflower.org/
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/waterefficiency.pdf
http://austintexas.gov/department/grow-green
http://austintexas.gov/department/rainwater-harvesting-rebates
http://www.harvesth2o.com/resources.shtml
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/integrated-pest-management
http://travis-tx.tamu.edu/integrated-pest-management/
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/menuofbmps/index.cfm?action=browse&Rbutton=detail&bmp=96
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/pollution-prevention-and-reduction
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Watershed/brochures/home_mechanics.pdf
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/EnvironmentalServices/epo/PDFfiles/file67294.pdf
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/austin-clean-water-partners
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/menuofbmps/index.cfm?action=factsheet_results&view=specific&bmp=6


   

    

  

 

          

    

      

Green Business Resources

Water 
Strategies Resources ABGL 

Scorecard 

Have someone from your business attend a Grow Green 
Landscape Training. Grow Green Resources W8 

Institute employee awareness;post signs in restrooms and 
kitchen areas to encourage water conservation. 

Water Conservation Tips (National Geographic) 

Water Saving Tips (Texas Water Development Board) 
W9 

Check to see if your toilets use 1.28 gallons or less per 
flush, your urinals use 0.5 gallons or less per flush and 
have faucet aerators with a target flow rate of 1.5 gallons 
per minute (kitchen), & 0.5 (bathroom) 

WaterSense - Bathroom Sink Faucets & Accessories (EPA): 
Information on water-efficient faucets and bathroom fixtures 

W10 

Create a policy to conduct regular leak checks on 
bathroom sinks and toilets and a implement a process for 
their proper repair. 

Leak Detection and Repair: A Best Practices Guide (EPA) W11 
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http://austintexas.gov/department/grow-green
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/freshwater/water-conservation-tips/
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/publications/brochures/conservation/doc/WaterConservingTips.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/products/bathroom_sink_faucets.html
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/publications/assistance/ldarguide.pdf


       
    

  

    

 

      

   

   

  

            

          

         

            

   

     

    

     

   

Green Business Resources

Energy 

Track your energy use over the last 12 months using the  
EPA's ENERGY STAR® measurement and tracking tool, 

Portfolio Manager. 

Disclose your Portfolio Manager results to your tenants and 

Set your refrigerator temperatures between 35 and 38°F, 
freezer temperatures between 0 and 5°F, and hot water 
heater temperature to 120°F or less (or lowest 
temperature required by Health and Human Services). 

Replace the majority of indoor and outdoor incandescent 
light bulbs, T12 fluorescent, and magnetic ballasts with 
more energy efficient lighting. 

Place reflective film or Solar Screens on windows to block out 
summer heat and keep in heat during the winter. 

Use timed lighting or occupancy sensors in common areas 
or use daylight sensors to adjust artificial lighting levels 
automatically. 

Keep your indoor air temperature between 66 and 70°F in 
winter, 74 and 78°F in summer, and use programmable 
thermostats to automatically regulate temperatures 
depending on occupancy. 

Strategies 

/or property managers. 

Lower Water Heating Temperature for Energy Savings (DOE) 

ABGL 
Scorecard 

E1 

E2 

E3 

Energy Conservation Audit and Disclosure (ECAD) 

Multi-Family Properties: Rebates for apartment and condo building owners 

Refrigerators: Best Practices (ENERGY STAR®) 

Lighting: Information on lighting retrofits and rebates 

ENERGY STAR® Light Bulbs 

Window Treatments and Rebates 

Tips: Windows (DOE) 

How to Select Lighting Controls for Offices and Public Buildings (DOE) 

E4 

E5 

E6 

E7 

Portfolio Manager (EPA): Software that baselines your energy and water use 

Austin Energy’s Speakers Bureau: Request a Speaker on Energy Conservation 

Load Profiler: Monitor your business' energy use daily, hourly, or every 15 min. 

Mesh Window Screens (DOE) 

Austin Energy Plug Load Occupancy Sensors 

Thermal Comfort for Office Work (Canadian Centre for Occupational Health 
and Safety) 

Thermostats and Control Systems (DOE) 

Commercial LED Lighting (ENERGY STAR®) 

Commercial Rebate - Summary of Technologies 

CFL Savings (ENERGY STAR®) 

Resources 

6 OF 12 

https://www.energystar.gov/istar/pmpam/
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/speakers-bureau
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/ae/commercial/commercial-services/load-profiler/!ut/p/a1/xVRdj5pAFP0r7YOPMAMDgn1DakRddddVV3ghA1wRIx8OaNf99Z3RbWKtH7UxKYHMkHvPyZl7z1zkoRnyMrpNYloleUZX4t-r-1g1VcfGaqdtqCa22nazp08HivNKeIIrEi48Fr6GV22C3pCHvDLfsBDsPKsgqwZ5BAf
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/ae/programs/ecad-ordinance/energy-conservation-audit-and-disclosure-%28ecad%29-ordinance/!ut/p/a1/vVTbctowEP2WPDDTPgjJF4LdN8cwXBIgtEmIehttp:/www.austinenergy.com/about%20us/environmental%20initiatives/ordinance/index.htm
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/ae/about/news/press-releases/2010/enhanced-rebates-help-multi-family-property-owners-residents/!ut/p/a1/1VbfU9pAEP5X6AMz7cOZyy9IfAupRVFArSjhhbkkmxCb3MXLBaV_fe-CYwtV1JY-NEOGudzut3u73-6eNtOm2oySZZYSkTFKcrWedebYcIxjHxsn_a7h
http://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/phys_agents/thermal_comfort.html
http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/space_heating_cooling/index.cfm/mytopic=12720
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=refrig.pr_best_practices_refrigerators
http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/water_heating/index.cfm/mytopic=13090
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/commercial/offerings/lighting/high-efficiency-lighting/!ut/p/a1/jVJtb9owEP4t_RB_AzvJYGkla3JTKOmgaVbB0nxBqXEc0xCntkNEf30dqmliKlotWXe-e55788EMpjCr873guRGyzqv-nY3XyAu8WYi8KJ7ENyhaxSsS_wwRckcW8HQCiB9GKPr-y5snj74bLN0v8s8cgv7Hv_tCAk8twgWHWZObciDqQsK0Erw0ouYwLa02YEUhqGA1PQz-euATqZ_9wBIVK5hiatgqO5HSmObKQQ7qum7IpeQVG1K5c5D1_tA5NkBRg7fgFQOmFcUaaNkqynDHngHdYBfs2Qaj8DpIpltCgKXhPqbj-sRxvWl_81bbGljNFD8cg1tb1-heNFKZvDpquumFde-YouLDKAtbqi3_iP3TS6-f6xMwga_HcbNc--0sONBXks9evt0mNx1oNcdkmmzD-ylbjTabclGMd-7LNi0G68tlJvjo4bMplVIbmJ5OB_6G2elPBWTioegeTfz5JEHBpfcv4JNV-gCc35Vmt0zf5rNqPy8eI35x8Q7u5As5/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
C:\Users\CoudertM\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\11N9R2S7\ENERGY STAR� Light Bulbs
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product.showProductGroup&pgw_code=LTG
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/commercial/offerings/buildings/custom-technologies/!ut/p/a1/zVRbj6IwGP0rzoOP2HIT3DdkjLdBZxxv8GKwhttp:/www.austinenergy.com/Energy%20Efficiency/Programs/Rebates/Commercial/Commercial%20Energy/summaryOfTechnologies.pdf
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cfls.pr_cfls_savings
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/commercial/offerings/buildings/solar-shading-and-window-replacements/!ut/p/a1/jVLBbuMgEP2WHszNATvKrlsJVch1Nt46dbJRsl5fKmITQuSACzhW-_VrWqlSqlYNEhrezJsHMwwsYQFLSU-CUyuUpI3D5Y9HFEbhLEZhmif5HUo3-Ybk9zFCwWQg_Dsj5IsJSn_-CbPlahxE6-DC_C8WQd_l_77gglDP4zmHZUvt3hdyp2Cx7URTC8kNLIxqqPbNnjrsU1n7vZC16n3N2oZW7MikNU6GyO04GmQ02zHN9KjTQ3_21rY3HvJQ3_cjrhRv2KhSRw8N0VtDsQW6svgAnjBgRlfYAKM6XTHcsy2oahyAE6sxipP5cnogBAxp2Gl6wZh4QTh1m3bGCskk0_z5VXzw9a1xplXa0ub1ZFpnhvCR6Uq8OdVueKor04H3mh24qGrABJ7RvF0_dkVe3RdPhE4CFZM7DjrDMZkuD_HDdLF6ya4p_bUpPuvSXhkLi_PuwL-wPP-3iCQhSh9QMs6SJYquw4-ETwbrjfD15LTHdfGSzZpTtlul_OrqP2sC11o!/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://www.energysavers.gov/tips/windows.cfm
http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/windows_doors_skylights/index.cfm/mytopic=13560
http://energy.gov/eere/femp/downloads/how-select-lighting-controls-offices-and-public-buildings
https://my.austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/commercial/offerings/appliances-and-equipment/plug-load-occupancy-sensors/!ut/p/a1/jVJdb9sgFP0tfbDfHGOybl4lNFEvUbymddMoXeqXihBCyGwggG1lv77YfcrUaEVCwL3n3I_Djct4HZeStIITJ5QkVf8uv74CmMJZBmBeTIqfIH8unnFxlwGQXHvAyxmgeLwG-bcnOF8sx0m6Sj7Jv7Aw-B__1ycSQHOf3fO41MTtIyF3Kl4TrStBJGU2InIbsWMjdM2ki9e6anhUKbKNFKWN9phTZJm0ytg-FpabcepjGbZjhplRY7xIe-e0vQlAALquG3GleMVGVNUB8O4fliAXGurQITyikFlDkQ2tagxlqGObkG5RErZsi0B2my6mB4xDT0ND0CAZ4yCB037XpxFprBOSSWb4aUjgzV2PglOtjCPVcLO6P7y7ZoaKd6Pa-XqF5AP2UvcD-3L_IROojRq9es2W-ZfT4Yg37R91xzNfsOUITxeH7GH2kUp7Zb205-LEv-Py_PNSPIEgfwCT8XyyAOl3-C_gg-l6B1weH12v1n_ns6qd75Y5v7p6A59dzr4!/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/


    

  
 

 

        

      

  

         
   

     

   

  

   

    

   
          

  

Green Business Resources

Energy 
Strategies Resources ABGL 

Scorecard 

Require the purchase of ENERGY STAR® qualified 
equipment and appliances 

Commercial Rebate - Summary of Technologies 

Find ENERGY STAR® Products 

Foodservice Equipment Rebates 

Guest-Room Controllers - Rebate 

Purchasing & Procurement (ENERGY STAR®) 

Commercial Kitchen Equipment rebate 
Buyer's Guide to Purchasing ENERGY STAR® Labeled Office Equipment 

E8 

Check to see if your Heating, Ventilation, and Air 
Conditioning (HVAC) system meet Energy Efficiency Rating 
(EER) and Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER) 
minimum efficiency standards 

Selecting a New Water Heater (DOE) 

Commercial Heat Pump Water Heater Rebate 

Waterheat timer 

Solar Water Heater Rebate Program 

E9 

Perform HVAC and refrigeration system maintenance 
according to the manufacturers' recommendations. 

Heat and Cool Efficiently - Maintenance Checklist (ENERGY STAR®) E10 

Generate and use renewable energy on-site. Solar Photovoltaics—Commercial and Multifamily Solar PV Rebates 

Renewable Energy (DOE) 

E11 

Contribute to renewable energy generation through the 
GreenChoice® program or offset energy related emissions 
with carbon offsets. 

GreenChoice®: Support electric generation from wind and other clean, 
renewable sources 

E12 

7 OF 12 

http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/commercial/offerings/lighting/high-efficiency-lighting/!ut/p/a1/jVLbTuMwEP0WHuK31k5KIUWyVia0IktLKKjdkBcU0onjbhIH22lgv36dIoS6olosWTOeOWduHpzgGCd1uhM8NULWadm_k7Mn4vnedUC8MJpGVyRcR2sW3QSEuGMLeDwARHdjEp7fe_Plw8j1V-43-UcOI__j__xGAk8tggXHSZOaYiDqXOK4FLwwouY4Lqw2gDwXmYA6ext8evAjq59HviUqyEGBGrbKTqQwprlwiEO6rhtyKXkJw0xWDrHeHzqlBqnM0C16oQi0yqhGWrYqA9rBM8o21EU72FASXPrL2ZYxZGm0j-m4I-a43qy_aattDVCD4m_74NbWNboXjVQmLfeabnph3RWoTLwbZW5LteXvsR-99PqxPhEIWkPbrCbB7moi4IWl1WsYnAYctZpTNltug9sZrMebTbHIzyr39zbOB0-TVSL4-O6rKRVSGxwfTgf_wsnhT_ls6pHwlkxH8-mS-BPvX8AXq_QOOL4rTbWK_8yvy908fwj5yclf8Q7lvw!!/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_find_es_products
http://www.fishnick.com/saveenergy/rebates/
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/commercial/offerings/cooling-and-heating/guest-room-controllers/!ut/p/a1/jVLBbqMwEP2WHvCN2BB1w1ayKpYlLd00hKbpEi4VIcYhAg-1TVD369c0p7SpWkvW2DNvnueNB2c4xZnIDxXPdQUir4d79uOZuJ57GxA3isP4N4me4ic__hMQ4lwawPoEEC8uSTR5cGfJcux4K-eb-Z8sn3yVf_eNB1x5H9xznLW53tmVKAGnBUBdCW7nYmvvmFErOE55x5S2JUBjFyC0hLpmUg0MvtiMPcMgWckkk6NOmtbstG6vLGKRvu9HHIDXbFRAYxETvVY51UgWmu7RC0VMyYIqpKCTBaM926BiSx10YFtKgl9eMt37PjJpdOC0nLFvOe502HmnTG1MMMlf38iNr2_VYFqQOq_fTqodjAk3TBbV0QmlKdXIUsfQB7mD-7xgxCq6jrt2NVmWc33z-MI3d88QQJCgTnHqT5N9MA9XE9noCdcsWsc3m8W5Lu1AaZyedgf_xdnpl3l-6JJoTsLxLEyI99N9DzgzU0fA50PTNqv03-y2PszKZcQvLv4DovX7tQ!!/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=bulk_purchasing.bus_purchasing
https://my.austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/commercial/offerings/appliances-and-equipment/commercial-kitchen-equipment/!ut/p/a1/jVJRb9sgEP4tfTBvCZismzcJTcxLFG9OvaxLl_hlog4hZDYQwLHSX1-cPWxZG7VIiDvu--64j4MlXMJSsYMUzEutWN375dtfCCd4miKcFePiM8ruijtafE0Riq8DYHUGKL5do-zdd5zPb0dxsohfyb-wKHqJ_-UVBbCdpTMBS8P8diDVRsMlM6aWTFXcDZhaD_i-labhysNlpZuG20qyevBb-mrL1b9RuKLqfpSEZJZvuOV22Nqg0tZ74z5EKEJd1w2F1qLmw5ApQiH80THiga082YE9AdzZijjgdGsrTjp-D6o1icGBrwlKPyXzyY5SEGjklDSKRzSK8aTfzXHIWuel4opbcTwVCNddj8ITo61n9clypj_-dtJ7ehPeK5U4YS-1f057KgDgksyK1izepPk0Yz_2gnVHna5oB1onCJ3Md-nNcypttQvqnYsDf8Ly_PcSOsYou0HjUT6eo-Q9_h_wzHj9AVyeH9Mslg_5tD7km9tMXF09Atwn5ws!/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/products/ofc_equip/purchtips.pdf
http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/water_heating/index.cfm/mytopic=12770
https://my.austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/commercial/offerings/appliances-and-equipment/heat-pump-water-heaters/!ut/p/a1/jVJRb9sgEP4tfTBvjjFWW28SmiwvVr26dbMqXeaXijoXQmQDARwr-_XD6VOmRisSgrv7vjvu46ImWkWNZAfBmRNKsm6ym5tXTFJyl2NS1vP6Oy5f6pesvs8xjq894PcZoH66xuXtT1ItnpM4Xcaf5F9YGf4f_8cnChDzkD_wqNHMbUMhNypaMa07wWQLNmRyHcJ-ELoH6aLVFpgL9dDrcGQOTDjZYOyUJ5NvSerzGNiAATMbjBdo65y2XwMc4HEcZ1wp3sGsVX2AffibZdQh0zq6Q3uKwJqWWmTVYFqgI7yhdk1jdIA1xXmeLopdliFPo6ekQZxkQUyKaffHGRusExIkGH48FfDucUKRQivjWHe6WT0dPtyDacW7U238e4XkJ-ylzqfYhd4RCHrc13qZvib3Dav2GbvBZcVzjgbLaVYsdvljsTS37iOVtsp6_7k40a-oOf-4NJsTXD7ieVLNFzj9Qv4FfDBZ74DLo6P75epPddcdqs1zya-u_gJC25Df/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/commercial/offerings/appliances-and-equipment/cycle-saver-water-heater-timers/!ut/p/a1/jVJRb9sgEP4tfTBvjrGzZm4lNHlevLhz66VVutQvE3EuhMgBAjhW-uuH3adMzVYkOLj7vuP4uKAKlkEl6JEzarkUtOnP1eQ3juJoluIoL6flN5w_l89J-SPFOLx2gJczQPnzGuefH6Ni_jQO40X4Qf6FkeD_8e8-cEGk79N7FlSK2q3PxUYGS6pUw6mowfhUrH04tFztQdhgWZ_qBnxDj6D9jlq3bmEwlu9Bmz5fIlbj2OXTsAENetRqJ9TWWnXrYQ93XTdiUrIGRrXce9hFvxhKLNK1JTt0IAiMrolBRra6BtLBCtVrEqIjrAlOv8bzbJckyNFIn9MLx4kXRlk_aWssFyBAs9OQ3Pk6ZXqjpLa0GXZG9caFXb01f3PKjSuVCzZgLz1-oP37-Qg4CW8OajEpTndmkh3Y6mUns0-oNYwk2XyXPsy-t-17Km2lcfKeqxP8CqrzD4yTaYTzBzwdF9M5jm-ivwHvdNgb4HILqf1i-VrMmmOxecrZ1dUfWaZlmg!!/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/commercial/offerings/solar/solar-water-heater-rebate/!ut/p/a1/jVLBbqMwEP2WHvAtwZhty1ayKosShS4NS9ukKZfKUMchJZjYBrr79TVktVKqRK0l641n3ht7xmOn9tJOK9oWnOpCVLTsz-nFC0QemvoQhXEQ38BwES9I_MuH0Dk3hOcDQvz7HIaX9yhKHlzHmzvf1J9YBH6lv_3GBUje-XfcTmuq16OiWgl7qURJ5T8YdVQzOVqzASTLDPYyUmWuZ2SSrZhkctxI04-11vWVBS3Ydd2YC8FLNs7F1oImeq0o1kDmGm_ADgOmZI4VUKKROcMdy0D-ih3QslcMfZ8nkw0hwMhwn9NyXGI5aNJv2ihdVKxikv8ZkhtfV6seaiE1LQdL1T2Y8JbJvNg7xco8taj4wB2K-28cqxKwAl-MdvXck8ltvn3ckWy6e44SkoBGcUwmycafTZvZCyLw7T1yf0i-KLv2LboMsnn79H6sS2uhtL087I79ZKeH_-SRAMFwBgM3ChLo_USfCUcGaU84PSn1dr78G03LNlo9hPzs7AMJLxGa/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=heat_cool.pr_maintenance
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/psp/residential/offerings/solar/solar-photovoltaics-rebate/!ut/p/a1/jVJRb4IwEP4te4A3pYDbzJJm6RhOFEUkOuVlqVhLDaO1rZLt1w90WeKi2Zo0d71-3_Xu61mptbDSEh8YxZrxEhfNOb17A07X6XvACSI_egbBPJqjaOgBELs1YHkGiCa3ILifOmGcuHZ3Zv-Tf2Uh8Bd_8I8HHDnyRtRKBdZ5i5Ubbi0UL7D8Ni2Rc80PvNCYZaolyQpr0vBQuXK7NU-SDZFEtveyFiTXWjwYwABVVbUp57Qg7Yy_G6C-fVQYalNmGm7NHTSJkhlUpuJ7mRFYkZWZraFtHsgaAu8JxL0tQmZNg01Ow3aRYTu9ZuO90qwkJZH045i8jlVCNUZwqXFx9JRojCSKrUmp2SnKN3WtrKRH8LG9H-dinyZhkEc7MbtNcl8lkx3Cy6IToqe6MkUh6sVbb9yXg-o16Qz9tRhOZG-6DLId7e8dekmlnCttLc7VsV6t9Pyjush3QDAGvhv6MXjpgN-AC5N0AlwfFfE-W3yG_eIQbpKA3tx8AbIC-i8!/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://www.energysavers.gov/renewable_energy/
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/ae/programs/greenchoice/greenchoice-2014-renewable-energy/!ut/p/a1/jVLbbsIwDP0WHtq30jSwDSZFUwiXMW5jGpf1BYViQlFpShIo29evZS8MwUakKD7xOY7t2PXdqevHfB8KbkIZ8yjH_v0M4Qp-Zgi3Ww-4gmiL1Tp3475X7ZQywscpYdAY1FF7PBjTQYehFivdqL-yKPpP_3LDA1j1WE-4fsLNygnjpXSnQgHEwUqGATgYeWVHQQwpn0fgZIYSn7mOxvNSJdMpWIICVdyprCErY5JHC1koTdOikFJEUAzkxkKZ90lzYmwVGLK2t8QGrQKibS13KgCSwtwOFsSz97AgiNXQsLmm1M5kJI9peSVqebiZb77TJox_EjkGz-7SROdHIpXh0ZEER6ykUHxz9J0UdQYv15iTbAjJwtkmo4fJrNufdLd0zmS5K1mWmRaENodr1m-yzzeJ66PDQry_hrXIR0NR3YiDvtSlldTGnf7ujjtx_b8-ijbwOeHCJP0Qro9KshlNv7owqZhqO6SFwjf0v0nS/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/


   
    

  
 

  

     
    

     
      

         

   

       

       

          

Green Business Resources

Austin Mayor’s Fitness Council 

ABGL 
Scorecard 

Join the Mayor’s Health & Fitness Council. H1 

H2 

H3 

Establish and enforce tobacco-free worksite policies, 
initiatives and programming that actively promote 
tobacco-free living. 

Live Tobacco Free Austin 

Sample Tobacco Free policy 

American Heart Association 

Healthy Work Environment 

Provide education and/or resources to support employee 
health and wellness such as workshops, counseling or 
printed materials on good nutrition, physical fitness, 
stress management, etc. 

Workplace Safety and Health Topics: 
Ergonomics and Musculoskeletal Disorders (CDC) 

10 Tips for Effective Ergonomics 
(Washington State Department of Labor & Industries) 

Improve Vending Machine Options (New York State Department of Health) 

Health-related programs for nutrition 

Workplace Health - Implementation - Physical Activity (CDC) 

H4 

H5 

H6 

H7 

Offer staff options or assistance to ensure proper 
ergonomics at employee workstations. 

Implement programs or initiatives that promote and 
encourage healthy food choices, designed to make it easier 
for employees to maintain healthy diets. 

Implement programs or initiatives to promote and 
encourage physical activity. 

The Mayor’s Health & Fitness Council (MHFC) 

Create a policy requiring the purchase of low- or no-VOC 
cleaners, polishes, sealants, adhesives, paints, carpeting, 
and finishes. 

An Introduction to Indoor Air Quality (EPA) and Safety 

Guide to a tobacco free business (CDC) 

Tobacco-use cessation policies 

Nicotine Anonymous 

10 Steps to a Microbusiness Wellness Program (U.S. Small Business Association) 

Strategies Resources 
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http://mhfcaustin.org/
http://www.livetobaccofreeaustin.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpao/hwi/downloads/CDC_tobacco_policy.pdf
http://www.ntco.ie/uploads/Employers%20Guidelines%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/workplacehealthpromotion/implementation/topics/tobacco-use.html
http://www.nicotine-anonymous.org/
http://epa.gov/iaq/voc.html
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/GettingHealthy/NutritionCenter/Nutrition-Center_UCM_001188_SubHomePage.jsp
http://austintexas.gov/department/mayors-fitness-council-mfc
http://community.sba.gov/community/blogs/guest-blogs/industry-word/10-steps-microbusiness-wellness-program
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/ergonomics/
http://www.lni.wa.gov/Safety/Topics/Ergonomics/ServicesResources/10Tips/default.asp
http://www.health.state.ny.us/prevention/worksite/healthful_eating.htm#vending_machine_options
http://www.cdc.gov/workplacehealthpromotion/implementation/topics/nutrition.html
http://www.cdc.gov/workplacehealthpromotion/implementation/topics/physical-activity.html


 
 

   
  

 

Green Business Resources

Healthy Work Environment 
Strategies Resources ABGL 

Scorecard 

Purchase and display art created by local artists and/or 
showcase employee art. 

Art In Public Places 
Art Alliance Austin 

Art Austin 

H8 

Provide Mother-Friendly Worksites to proactively support 
employees who choose to breastfeed their infants. 

Mother Friendly Worksite Initiative 

Texas Department of State Health Services 

Mother Friendly Worksite Poster 

H9 
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http://www.austintexas.gov/department/art-public-places
http://www.artallianceaustin.org/
http://www.artaustin.org/
http://austintexas.gov/page/mother-friendly-worksite-initiative
http://www.texasmotherfriendly.org/
http://mhfcaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/The-Case-for-Mother-Friendly-Worksites.pdf


  
    

  

 

          
        

        

   

 

         
 

 

   

 

  

      

 

Green Business Resources

Transportation 
Strategies Resources ABGL 

Scorecard 

Study/track how employees get to work by using a 
commuter survey and created a commuter plan. 

Commuter Survey: An example of a commuter survey: 
(Commuter Connections) 

Commute Cost Calculator 

Movability Austin: Resource for businesses in Downtown Austin 

Commute Solutions: Resource for businesses outside of Downtown Austin 

T1 

Provide a public transit benefit program to encourage use 
of public transportation. 

Try Transit! Request a Presentation or Tour!: 
Contact Capital Metro and sign up for educational presentations 

Capital Metro Employer Program 

T2 

Offer employee carpool program tools to help your staff 
find carpool partners. Capital Metro Ride Share 

Commute Solutions 

Capital Metro Vanpool 

T3 

Compensate or provide other incentives to employees that 
avoid driving alone to work. Public Transportation (EPA) 

CapMetro T4 

Provide secure, well lit, weather protected onsite bicycle 
parking for employees and guests. 

Federal Highway Administration University Course on Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Transportation: Lesson 17 -- Bicycle Parking and Storage 

City of Austin Bike Rack Program 

T5 

Sign up for a Bike Share program and provide membership 
for your employees or create your own bike sharing 
program. 

Yellow Bike Project: The Austin Yellow Bike Project (YBP) 

Austin B-Cycle 

T6 

Provide showers and lockers in your place of business or 
subsidize nearby gym memberships for bike commuters to 
use those amenities or have access to those amenities. 

Bike to Work (EPA) T7 
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http://ncifrederick.cancer.gov/programs/general/carpool/Media/Documents/Generic_Survey.pdf
http://www.commutesolutions.com/commute-cost-calculator/
http://movabilityaustin.org/
http://www.commutesolutions.com/
http://www.capmetro.org/uploadedFiles/Capmetroorg/Public_Involvement/Community_Outreach/transit-education-adult.pdf
http://www.capmetro.org/rideshare.aspx?id=56
http://www.commutesolutions.com/
http://www.capmetro.org/rideshare.aspx?id=54
http://www.capmetro.org/rideshare.aspx?id=55
http://www.capmetro.org/transitbenefits/
http://www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate/local/topics/transportation.html
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/research/safety/pedbike/05085/pdf/lesson17lo.pdf#page=5
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Public_Works/Bike_Rack_Flyer.pdf
http://austinyellowbike.org/
https://austin.bcycle.com/home/
http://www2.epa.gov/what-you-can-do/bike-to-work


    

   
 

        

  

     

   

Green Business Resources

Transportation 
Strategies Resources ABGL 

Scorecard 

Have a telecommuting or flextime policy for employees 
(unless you are a home-based business). 

Telework Exchange: A public-private partnership focused on telecommuting 
information 

Sample Telework Program Policy:(Denver Regional Council of Governments)

  Green Office Guide: A Guide to Greening Your Bottom Line Through a 
Resource-Efficient Office Environment (City of Portland) 

Telecommuting: Saving Energy and Promoting Progress 
(Tennessee Advisory Committee on Intergovernmental Relations) 

T8 

Regularly use teleconferencing or webinars instead of 
traveling to meetings. 

The Business Case for Videoconferencing (Wainhouse Research) T9 

Sign up for a Car Share or Bike Share program and 
provide membership to your employees. Car Sharing (EPA) 

Public Works Department Bike Share Program 

Car Sharing (Movability Austin) 

T10 

Provide an onsite electric vehicle charging station. Plug in Partners T11 
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http://www.teleworkexchange.com/
http://www.drcog.org/documents/Sample%20Telework%20Policy.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/ENERGY/CONS/BUS/docs/Green_Office_Guide.pdf#page=26
http://www.state.tn.us/tacir/PDF_FILES/Other_Issues/telecommuting.pdf
http://www.wainhouse.com/files/papers/wr-bizcase4vc-v2.pdf
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/bike-share-program
http://www.epa.gov/fgc/spotlight/pdf/car-sharing-ceq-aug7webinar.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/fgc/spotlight/pdf/car-sharing-ceq-aug7webinar.pdf
http://austinenergy.com/wps/portal/ae/programs/plug-in-austin/!ut/p/a1/jZBRC4IwFIV_ja_uOqlWb2uJmdB6SW0vscBU0Clz5t_P6CVCy_t24PvgnIsESpBQ8lFk0hS1kuUri-UVMMF7BjjwV5gA9dk2XERHZx04A3D5BLjHdxBEPKI8ZOAzd6Y_cRT--TESvxDq4W9gpOIbmO5wmLGCqptLMiR0ek91qu1OD9_LjWk2FljQ973dlF1WqEZqo1Ld2rXOLBgz87o1KBk3UFOdEyhOVUxa-gRvFScz/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/


    

  

     

            
            

   

          
     

    

    

   

         
  

Green Business Resources

Community Stewardship 
Strategies Resources ABGL 

Scorecard 

Use local foods or participate in a Community-Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) or other farm to work program. 

Community Supported Agriculture (Local Harvest) information 

The Sustainable Food Center's (SFC's) Farmers’ Market 

The Coalition of Austin Community Gardens 

S1 

Donate or share your business space (either permanently 
or on occasion) with local organizations that can use the 
space to host activities and events promoting green and 
sustainable community practices. 

I Live Here, I Give Here: Offer your space to a nonprofit S2 

Donate materials such as furniture, electronics, or other 
supplies to local charities or non-profit organizations. Furniture Pick Up: Support in our program to provide furniture and household 

goods to our No Longer Homeless Veterans here in the City of Austin 

Donate to Animal Services 

Goodwill Computer Works: A computer recycling and refurbishing operation run 
by Goodwill Industries of Central Texas 

S3 

Does your company encourage or incentivize employee 
participation in local mentor or tutoring programs for 
youth? 

Austin Public Library Youth Services S4 

Sponsor or participate in community volunteer events and 
encourage employees to engage in other community 
service and volunteerism. 

Austin Public Library Volunteer Program 

Austin Park and Recreation Volunteers 

Austin Volunteermatch 

Hands on Central Texas 

Earthshare 

S5 

Refer another business to participate in the Austin 
Green Business Leaders program! 

Email greenbusiness@austintexas.gov for more information S6 

Advocate for or sponsor any community causes. 
Committee Encouraging Corporate Philanthropy 

[PDF] Business Involvement in the Community: Everyone Wins 
(National Civic League) 

S7 
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http://www.localharvest.org/csa/
http://www.sfcfarmersmarket.org/
http://communitygardensaustin.org/
http://www.ilivehereigivehere.org/
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/support-animal-center
http://www.austintexas.gov/donatefurniture
http://www.austincomputerworks.org/
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/library/libvol.htm
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/volunteers
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/library/youth_volunteer.htm
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search?l=Austin%2C+TX%2C+USA
http://www.handsoncentraltexas.org/
http://www.earthshare.org/
mailto:greenbusiness@austintexas.gov
http://www.corporatephilanthropy.org/
http://www.ncl.org/pdfs/100-2/Berezin.pdf

