Public Access on the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve in North Austin
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1.  St. Edwards Park


7301 Spicewood Springs Rd, 78759


Experience varied habitats as a 2.71-mile trail crosses grasslands and leads up rugged slopes to woodlands, all not far from views of Bull Creek.  Mountain biking is allowed in the uplands, which is the BCP portion of the park.
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2.  Bull Creek Preserve


7806 N. Capital of Texas Highway, 78731 Several rugged loop trails (6 total miles) offer views of the surrounding hills about Bull Creek and connect up and across the ridge to St. Edwards Park.  Permit required to hike from March through July.  Contact City of Austin BCP office for information.
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3.  Bull Creek Greenbelt & District Park 


6701 Lakewood Drive, 78731 (District Park)


7806 N. Capital of Texas Highway, 78731 (Upper Greenbelt)


These two tracts are connected by 3.43 miles of trails following Bull Creek east and west of Loop 360 (north of FM 2222).  Views include cliffs, creek banks, and uplands as well as historical wagon tracks in a limestone ledge.  Swimming, tubing, mountain biking, picnicking, pets on leash, and fishing allowed.





4.  Stillhouse Hollow Nature Preserve


7810 Sterling Drive, 78731


Follow the .3-mile trail through woodland habitat ending at an observation deck overlooking a beautiful canyon with a stream below.  Paved trail and wooded deck are excellent for mobility-impaired individuals.
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7.  Commons Ford Park


614 Commons Ford Rd. 78733


A challenging .8-mile trail on the south shore of Lake Austin travels through warbler habitat.  A variety of habitats within the park attract many different bird species.
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6.  Emma Long Metro Park 


Turkey Creek Trail


1706 City Park Road, 78730


Relatively flat 2.75-mile trail winds along Turkey Creek into closed-canopy warbler habitat before looping up into elevated terrain.  Dogs off leash allowed.
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5.  Mount Bonnell Park 


3800 Mt. Bonnell Drive, 78731


A .31-mile path of steep stairs lead visitors to the cliff-top picnic area with exceptional views of Lake Austin and the Pennypacker Bridge.  Picnicking and pets on leash are also allowed.








