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WUI Code

Proposed new building code for Austin

ÅFire Marshall Authority

ÅStructure Hardening ςnew and 
significant remodel

ÅDefensible Space ςnew and existing 
structures
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Proximity to 40 Acres Wildland Areas

мрлΩ ǘƻ  мΦр ƳƛƭŜǎ< 150'

Slope (%)

< 10 10 to 25 > 25 < 10 10 to 25 > 25

Light M M M M M H

Medium M M H E E E

Heavy H H H E E E

WUI Hazard Severity



Based on hazard severity

WUI Code Defensible Space

Moderate - 30 feet

High - 50 feet

Extreme - 100 feet

Area treated to reduce the rate of spread and intensity 
of an advancing wildfire and create space for fire 
suppression operations



Fuel generally refers to vegetation but includes 
structures and appendages; decks and fencing.

Fuel modification reducing 
or altering the fuel load

Fire-resistive vegetation 
plants burn at low intensity, with 
a slow rate of spread and short 
flame lengths.

WUI Code Defensible Space



High fire resistive  - deciduous trees and 
shrubs, succulents, high moisture content 
plants ςOaks, Elms, many cactuses and 
palms, many annuals

Low fire resistive - resinous, dense foliage 
trees and shrubs ςjunipers, hollies, 
rosemary, cured tall grasses

Fire Resistive Vegetation


