ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2009-0014 HLC DATE: July 27, 2009
PCDATE: September 22, 2009

APPLICANT: Holmes and Joan Gwynn, owners

HISTORIC NAME: McGee-Clark-Byrd House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1520 Northwood Road

ZONING FROM: SF-3 to SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence — Historic Landmark
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence — Historic
Landmark (SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 5-0 (Rosato absent).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change from
single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence — Historic Landmark (SF-3-
H) combining district zoning. Vote: 9-0.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive
Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: October 1, 2009 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

This mansard-roofed Southern Colonial Revival-styled house is associated with several
prominent Austinites: Vernon A. McGee, a noted Texas newsman, a founder of the Texas
Employment Commission, the first director of the Texas State Legislative Budget Board,
and an authority in public administration; Edward A. Clark, LBJ’s right-hand man and a
former ambassador to Australia and his wife Anne Metcalfe Clark, a member of the Texas
State University Board of Regents; and Weldon Byrd, the head of the local Soil
Conservation Service office.

Architecture;

Two-story rectangular-plan mansard-roofed frame house with a central, full-height gable-
pedimented portico on plain, square wood posts; single and paired 6:6 windows; single 6'6
windows in square dormers in the mansard.



Historical Associations:

This house was built in 1936 by Vernon A. McGee, who was instrumental in organizing the
Texas Employment Commission the year before. McGee was the assistant director of the
TEC until 1940, when he became the principal analyst for the U.S. Bureau of the Budget
and moved from this house. He worked in public administration and the Office of War
Information during World War II, and published several studies for the American Society of
Public Administration in the 1940s. He was the first director of the Texas State Legislative
Budget Board in 1950, and served until 1966. He was a noted expert in business
management and in the 1970s, he served on the State Advisory Council on Texas
Vocational Education. He and his wife Janice sold this house in 1941 to Ed and Anne
Metcalfe Clark. Vernon McGee died in Austin in June, 1987,

Born in San Augustine, Texas in 1906, Edward Aubrey Clark attended Southwestern
University in Georgetown and Tulane University in New Orleans. In 1927, he married
Anne Metcalfe of Greenville, Mississippi, whose family owned the largest cotton plantation
business in the South at that time. Clark graduated from the University of Texas School of
Law in 1928, and returned to his native San Augustine to serve as county attorney. He
moved back to Austin in 1932 when he became an assistant state attorney general. In
1935, he was appointed to be the assistant to Governor James Allred, and during that time,
he became friendly with Lyndon Johnson, whose career was intertwined with Clark’s for
the remainder of his life. Governor Allred appointed Clark to be the Texas Secretary of
State in 1937; he formed a law firm, Looney & Clark, in 1938, which grew into one of the
most influential firms in Texas over the next 40 years. In 1941, the Clarks purchased this
house on Northwood Road; they lived here until 1944. He became Lyndon Johnson’s legal
counsel in 1948, and his influence in Texas and Democratic Party politics continued to
grow. It has been stated that Ed Clark was the only man that Lyndon Johnson ever
trusted, and conspiracy theorists have identified a connection between Ed Clark and the
assassination of President Kennedy in Dallas in 1963. Clark opposed liberal trends in the
Democratic Party in the 1960s, including the Voting Rights Act. President Johnson
appointed him to be the ambassador to Australia in 1965; Clark served in that capacity
until 1968. when he returned to Texas to be the executive director of the Inter-American
Development Bank and commissioner of the U.S. Pavilion at the Hemisfair in San Antonio.
He served on the UT Board of Regents from 1973 to 1979, and chaired the committee which
raised the funds for the restoration of the Ashbel Smith Building at UTMB in Galveston.
Clark’s other contributions to the University of Texas include fundraising for the LBJ
Library in Austin and the McDonald Observatory in Fort Davis. His wife, Anne Metcalfe
Clark, also a UT graduate, was on the Board of Regents for the Texas State University
System from 1971 to 1983, and wrote Australian Adventures, describing her life in
Australia in the mid-1960s while her husband served as ambassador.

William Weldon and Rose Spacek Byrd purchased the house in 1951, and lived here for 47
years. Weldon Byrd was born in Hewitt, Texas, attended Southwestern University in
Georgetown, and Texas A&M where he received his graduate degree in agronomy and
vocational agriculture. He taught high school for a few years after graduation, then went to
work for the Soil Conservation Service in Waco. He helped open and headed the Soil
Conservation Offices in Round Rock, San Antonio, and Austin. The Byrds sold the house in
1998 to the current owner, Holmes Gwynn. Gwynn is an insurance professional, working
as a casualty actuary. Originally from New Jersey, Gwynn was hired by the Texas
Department of Insurance in 1996 as an insurance solvency regulator, reviewing insurance
companies to make sure they have adequate reserves to pay claims.

PARCEL NO.: 01180102330000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 21, Block 6, Edgemont

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $5,710 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,388.



APPRAISED VALUE: $515,311
PRESENT USE: Single-family residence.
CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNER:

Holmes Gwynn

1520 Northwood Road
Austin, Texas 78703

DATE BUILT: ca. 1936

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: None.
ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Vernon A. and Janice McGee

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.

McGee-Clark-Byrd House
1520 Northwood Road
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A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING 0 &

PROJECT INFORMATION: 09
295
DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY
APPLICATION DATE: _ l 50| 0% FiLE NumBER(S): (i B T0041- (it
TENTATIVE HLC DATE,
TENTATIVE PC or ZAP DATE:

CITY INITIATED: YES /NO
ROLLBACK: YES/NO

BASIC PROJECT DATA:
1. OWNER'S NAME: A‘o /lfv-e.S Gw‘v:»m
2. PROJECT NAME: ”‘ﬂ e, n o~ A
3. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (or Range): Ner ) <A
2P 7€ 7032 COUNTY: S
IF FROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABOVE:
LOCATED FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N. S, E. W. (CIRCLE ONE) SIDE OF
(ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO), WHICH IS
APPROXIMATELY _ DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH CROSS STREET.
AREA TO BE REZONED:
4. ACRES {OR) SQ.FT.
5. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:
EXISTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES [ Q. FT. PROPOSED PROPOSED
ZONING E’ (IF MORE USE ZONING
- THAN 1) .
sSE3 ) BA&LA:LL, SF-3-H
RELATED CURRENT CASES:
6. ACTIVE ZONING CASE?  (YES FILE NUMBER:
7. RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES / FILE NUMBER:
8. SUBDAISION? (YES FILE NUMBER:
9. SITE PLAN? (YES 1RO FILE NUMBER:

Revised February 15, 2005 7



PROPERTY DESCRIPTION (SUBDIVISION REFERENCE OR METES AND BOUNDS):

Plat Book:

10a. SUBDIVISION REFERENCE: Name: _Elﬁ%m_._u‘f
Block(s) 8 = Outot{s)

Number:

10b. METES AND BOUNDS (Attach two copias of certified field notes if subdivision reference is not available or
zoning includes partial fots)

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL 1.D.:

11, VOLUME; PAGE; TAX PARCEL LD NO.Gl ~{ 0 /- 0233-0000

OTHER PROVISIONS:

12.18 PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT / OVERLAY ZONE?  YESZNQ)
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY ZONE (NCCD NP, etc
13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? /NO

14, IS A TIA REQUIRED? YES / (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS N HANGING)
TRIPS PER DAY:

TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S).

OWNERSI;IIP TYPE:

15. ¥V _SOLE __COMMUNITY PROPERTY __ PARTNERSHIP ___CORPORATION TRUST

It cwmerahip is other than sole or community property, st individuals/pariners/principals below or attach separate sheet.

OWNER INFORMATION:

18. owusmﬁn mmnuenin:_u_
» | SIGNATURE: GQT/‘D" B pr—"—  NAME CIEtetiewm

na'
FIRM NAME:

TELEPHONE NUMBER. _ 3 ,

STREET Mi z

oITY: Eu stdm STATE. ZIP CODE. 7B 702
) i

EMAILADDRESS: _NolmeSw 0. 4

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

17. AGENT CONTA S / ‘[
SIGNATURE: r w dle . K.  NAME _OWUZ& nn < Aer.

FIRM NAM RtaLtan sk~ Hislare E TELEPHONENUMBER, _¥ 7 7-243.5
STREET s AS 02 [assa. [2fib = -

CITY: __ /A . . ZiP CODE: 0%

CONTACT PERSON; TELEPHONE NUMBER:

EMAILADRESS: __ S 7 4ne @ Brandetom, et

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

Revised February 15, 2005



D. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUBMITTAL VERICATION

My signature attests to the fact that the. attached application package is complete and accurate to the best of my
knowledgs. 1 understand that proper City staff review of this application is dependent upon the accuracy of the information
provided and that any inaccurate or inadequate information provided by me/my firm/etc., may delay the proper review of
this application

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRM SENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

| e Y5 pes
Signature / Date

ownes  Tsuyprn
Name {Typed or Printed)

Firm (If applicable)

INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

As cwnar or authorized agent, my signature authcorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this
application is being submitted.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRM REPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

— Y5 hoes
Signature ] Date
ocres Ty
Name (Typed or Printed)

Firm (i applicable)

tevised February 15, 2005 ]



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

concerning
Subdivision Plat Notes, Deed Restrictions,
Restrictive Covenants
and/or
Zoning Conditional Overlays

l, HOLM?S C%)DJ'IP’IJ have checked for subdivision piat notes, deed
restrictions,

{Print name of applicant)
restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays prohibiting certain uses and/or requiring certain

development restrictions i.e. height, access, screening etc. gn this property, located at
/S 20 /\/Or-)"ébuoj M

if a conflict should result with the request | am submitting to the City of Austin due to subdivision plat notes,
deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays it will be my responsibility to resolve
it. | also acknowledge that | understand the Implications of use and/or development restrictions that are a
resuft of a subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays.

| understand that if requested, | must provide copies of any and aii subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions,
restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overiay information which may apply to this property.

Hole o thsliceq




'AX CERTIFICATE NO 1040493
Nelda Wells ar
Travas Cmmty 'rax Asgg;ggor-Colle\.tor

Box
Ans? Texas 78767
515) 854-9473

r:- --OUNT NUMBER: 01-1801-0233-0000
PROPERTY OWNER: PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:

GWYNN HO. 10T 21 BLK 6 EDGEMONT
1520 NORTHWOOD
AUSTIN, TX 78703 1944
ACRES 0.000 MIN% .00000 TYPE
SITUGS INFORMATION: 1520 NORTHWOOD RD
Thig is to certifg {?ﬂt after a careful check of tax recoxds of this office, the
011 gn taxes, de ent Eixei penaltiga interests are due on t
esc property of e fo ng tax un a’i‘
YEAR TOTAL
2008 AUSTIN *ALL PAID+*
CITY OF AUSTIN {TRAV) *g& PAID*
COUNTY * PAID*
TRAV HEALTECARE DISTRICT *ALL PAID*
ACC *ALT, PAID+
TOTAL SEQUENCB 0 *ALL PAID*
TOTAL T *ALEL PAID*
UNPAID FEES: * NONE *
INTERES FEES: * NONE +
COMMISSION: * NONE *
TOTAL DUBR ==> *ALL PAID+*
{ {ES PAID FOR YEAR 2008 $8,187.38

ALL TAJIEBS PAID ngFULL PRICR TO AND INCLUDING THE YEAR 2008 EXCEPT FOR UNPAID

YEARS
e Shve dareriied property sy be subjsct to,specis) uefuncion, pragd on 1te

Pr
Purguan to ctfon 31. of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of
§10-00 for all Taw cortiiionten Lt :

Fee Paid: $510.00

HERRERS printed on 03/31/2009 @ 10:32:43:84 Page# 1



C. M. Cleveland
to

Vernon A. McGee
January 11, 1936
$700

Vernon McGee

to

Anne Metcalfe Clark
October 11, 1941
$4,000

Anne Metcalfe Clark & Ed Clark
to

Newton J. Friedman

July 24, 1944

$5,250

Newton J. Friedman
to

Leona Longshore
January 5, 1945

538/130

682/562

743/453

752/166



Leona Longshore, Joyelle Rich &
John Rich

to
William W. & Rose Spacek Byrd

September 13, 1951

William W. & Rose Spacek Byrd

to
Holmes & Jane Gwynn

October 29, 1998

1,111/181

13,302/1365



1932-33
1937-41
1942
1943
1944-45
1946
1947
1949
1952-98

1998-present

No Listing

V. A. McGee

Vacant

? (Assume Ed & Anne Clark)
Edward Clark

?

Mrs. Leona Yorty

Wendel Nussbaum

William W. Byrd

Holmes Gwyan

Source

City Directory
City Directory
City Directory
No City Directory
City Directory
No City Directory
City Directory
City Directory
City Directory

City Directory
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Water service permit to Vernon McGee - 1936

* Gawpaa 1520 Horthwood 4
61 81 . ; 8
Bryher Wooda
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57658 0-2464 970,00
Jobn R Arlat
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Building permit to Weldon Byrd for the construction of a frame addition - 1954

PLAT’- &1 LOT 21 —RIK 6. .
;unmvis:gl_c PBd Supmitt
Qﬂﬂm—__—.hdm._huh,.:ddnat-%gummm_
BLD FERMIT # _ J0f%60 DATE _ 1168 BSTIMATE 7,529.00
CONTRACTOR . Tax 1Thr Co — B0, OF FIXTURES &
HATER TAPREC # ... _  SEVER TAPREC # ...

at 434 aq, ft.

4=1-77 163259 replace acc. bldg, 396 sq.ft.

Building permit to Weldon Byrd for an addition — 1968



Biography of V. A. McGee

Vernon McGee was a lawyer who bought the lot at 1520 Northwood Road for
$700 in 1936. He contracted with J.A. Boyle for “the construction of a two-
story frame residence and one double frame garage” for $5,000. Vernon and

Janice McGee sold the house 5 years later for $4,000 to Anne Metcalfe Clark.

J_‘l.ﬂmﬁ.iw Austin Ame

_Wi'non McCee

mmamnththeUS.Navy

mmpulﬁngatﬂnWﬂb-Am
Chyw‘ﬂm

Obituary of Vernon A. McGee
Austin American-Statesman, June 16, 1987
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' Services umter tho divectton of -

Ob_itﬁai'y_of Vernon A. McGee
Austin American-Statesman, June 17, 1987




Edward A. Clark was a prominent statesman, banker and lawyer, and part of the
Texas and national political scene for more than 60 years. Born in the small east
Texas town of San Augustine in 1906, Clark attended Southwestern University
in Georgetown for two years and received an undergraduate degree from Tulane
University in 1926. He married Anne Metcalfe in 1927 and received his law

degree from the University of Texas in 1928.

From 1932 until 1935, Clark served as Texas assistant attorney general. From
1935 to 1937, he served as assistant to Governor James Allred. The governor
appointed Clark secretary of state in 1937. Soon after, he met Lyndon B.

Johnson and the two men became close friends.

In 1938, Clark co-founded the Austin law firm of Looney & Clark, which later
became Clark, Thomas, Winters & Newton. In 1948, Clark was appointed as

Lyndon B. Johnson's legal counsel.



President Lyndon B. Johnson named Clark ambassador to Australia in 1965
which he served for three years. President Johnson later named him executive
director of the Inter-American Development Bank and commissioner of the

U. S. Pavilion at HemisFair in San Antonio. The Bank was started in 1960 by
the governments of 19 Latin American countries and the United States to

promote economic development of member countries.

Clark served on the U.T. System Board of Regents from 1973 to 1979 and was a
life member of the University of Texas Law Foundation Board of Trustees. He
was a director of the University of Texas Foundation, Inc. and chaired the
committee that raised millions of dollars to restore the Ashbel Smith Building for
the U.T. Medical School in Galveston. He also raised money for the LB.J

Library and the McDonald Observatory in Fort Davis.

In his honor, the Edward A. Clark Center for Australian Studies at U.T. was
named in 1989, the Edward Clark Centennial Professorship in Law was
established in 1983 and a teaching fellowship in business was endowed in 1982.

He died in 1992 at the age of 86.
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BIOGRAPHBICAL SKETCH OF EDWARD CLARK

BORN: San Augustine, Texas - July 15, 19046
WIFE: Anne Metcalfe Clark (DECEASED)
DAUGHTER ¢ Leila Clark Wynn, Greaenville, Mississippi

BUSINESS ACTIVITIES:

Senior Partner, Law Pirm of Clark, Thomas, Winters & Newton
Austin, Texas

Chairman, Pirst National Bank, San Augustine, Texas
Senior Chairman of the Board, Texas Commerce Bank-Austin

MEMBER OF BOARDS OF DIRECTORS :
_---_-—l--m-____—h
Texas Commerce Bancshares, Inc., Houston, Texas

Lady Bird Endowment Pund, Priends of LBJ Library, Austin, Texas
Employers National Life and Employers Casualty Companies, Dallas, Texas
San Benito Bank & Trust Co., San Benito, Texas

University of Texas Law School Foundation, Austin, Texas

Trustee, Southwestern University, Georgetown, Texas

HONORARY DEGREES:

LLD, Southwestern University, Georgetown, Texas
D.Sc., Cleary College, ¥psilanti, Michigan

MEMBERSHIP IN POLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:
———— e Ay SUANILATIONS

Fellow, American Bar Association Foundation

Fellow, Southwestern Legal Foundation

Phi Delta Phi Legal Praternity

Texas Philosophical Society

Texas State Historical Association, Honorary Lifetime Member

Sons of the Republic of Texas

Sons of the American Revolution Council of American Ambassadors
EKnights ¢of San Jacinto

Kappa sigma Praternity.

PAST ACTIVITIES:

Assistant Attorney General of Texas, 1932-35

Assistant to Governor Jimmy Allred, 1935-37

Secretary of State of Texas, 1937-39

U.5. Arbassador to Australia, 1965-68

Federal Commissioner to HemisFair, San Antonio, 1968

Executive Director, Inter-American bDevelopment Bank, Washington, D.C.
Regent of the Board of Regents of The University of Texas System (1973-79)
Awarded Mirabeau B. Lamar Medal for distinguished contribution

to Texas higher education - 1986

Received Ima Hogg Historical Achievement Award - 199}
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retumn to handbook view

CLARK, EDWARD AUBREY (1906-1992). Edward A. Clark, lawyer, banker, and
diplomat, was born on July 15, 1906, in San Augustine, Texas, to John and Lelia
(Downs) Clark. He attended Southwestern University before finishing his
undergraduate degree at Tulane University in New Orleans. He received a law degree
in 1928 from the University of Texas. During the 1960s Southwestern University and
Cleary College of Michigan awarded him honorary doctoral degrees for his
philanthropic work done on behalf of the schools. Following law school, Clark served
two terms as a county attorney in his hometown before moving to Austin to serve as
assistant attorney general of Texas from 1932 to 1935 and assistant to Governor James
Allred™ from 1935 to 1937. The governor appointed him secretary of state in 1937,
when he was only thirty years old. After leaving the secretary of state's office, Clark
remained in Austin and opened a private law practice with Everett Looney in
December 1938. The firm eventually became Clark, Thomas and Winters, one of the
most influential and successful firms in the state. Along with politics and law, Clark
also had a reputation as an astute banker. He served on numerous boards and was the
senior chairman of Texas Commerce Bank of Austin and the First National Bank of
San Augustine. During World War II*" he was a captain in the United States Army.

For Clark, politics was always a primary interest, even after he officially left state
government in 1938. He was a lobbyist and political strategist in both state and
national politics. He was a mentor and advisor of vision and foresight to three
generations of political leaders, including Lyndon Baines Johnson.® Clark served as
Johnson's legal counsel in 1948, when Coke Stevenson™ contested Johnson's seventy-
one-vote victory in the United States Senate race. In 1965 Johnson appointed Clark
United States ambassador to Australia. In 1969 Anne Clark, Edward's wife, published
a book, Australian Adventure: Letters From an Ambassador's Wife, about their
experiences. Clark was a devoted but conservative Democrat. In 1972, however, he
supported John G. Tower's™ bid for the Senate. He stated that he believed "the best
interests of Texas are served by having a senator from each major party. This assures
us that on votes of vital interest to our state, Texans have a voice in both major
parties." Despite protests from the faithful in both parties, Tower selected Clark to run
his reelection campaign. Clark also supported Richard Nixon over George McGovern
in the presidential election that year. Nixon appointed Clark in 1974 to the General
Advisory Committee of the United States Arms Control and Disarmament Agency. In
another departure from the Democratic fold in 1984, Clark served on a statewide
nonpartisan steering committee to reelect Ronald Reagan.

His civic and community activities included serving on the board of regents of the
University of Texas System® from 1973 to 1979 and for many years as a trustee of
both Southwestern University and the University of Texas Law Foundation. From
1983 to 1985, Clark served as president of the Texas State Historical Association.” He
was a fund-raiser extraordinaire for projects that benefited higher education and
preservation of the Texas historical heritage. He was one of the first to recognize the
need for a complete revision of the Handbook of Texas and served as chairman of the



development committee for the revision project. In addition to his efforts for the
Handbook, he was instrumental in raising funds for Southwestern University, the
University of Texas Medical Branch, and the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library.* He
also organized the effort to finance construction of the State Bar of Texas®
headquarters and raised funds to purchase the telescope at the University of Texas
McDonald Observatory.™ Clark's love of Texas history extended into his private life as
well. He and his wife, Anne Metcalf Clark, whom he married on December 28, 1927,
restored and maintained a home, Saddlefork Farm, in San Augustine. The couple's
interest in the Southwest led them to acquire an extensive 7,000-volume Texana
collection, which they subsequently donated to Southwestern University.

Among the many honors bestowed on Ambassador Clark was the Ima Hogg™
Historical Achievernent Award. In 1967 the University of Texas Ex-Students'
Association named him a distinguished alumnus. Twenty years later the University of
Texas Law Alumni Association gave him the Outstanding Alumnus Award. The
Edward Clark Centennial Professorship in Law was established at UT in his honor as
well. Edward and Anne Clark were also awarded the Mirabeau B. Lamar™ Medal for
Distinguished Contribution to Higher Education in recognition of their hard work and
dedication to various schools in the state. Clark was a member of the Philosophical
Society of Texas, the Knights of the Order of San Jacinto, the Sons of the Republic of
Texas,* Kappa Sigma, and Phi Delta Phi Legal Fraternity. He was a member of St.
David's Episcopal Church in Austin. He died on September 16, 1992, in Austin.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Jon Newton, "A Tribute to Ambassador Edward A. Clark,"
Southwestern Historical Quarterly 96 (January 1993). Vertical Files, Barker Texas
History Center, University of Texas at Austin.

Jon P. Newton
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Page A38—Austin, Texas

Austinites in Washington

Edwerd Clark (left), ewly appoint-
ed United States r to
Australia, and Cnngressmn J. J.
Pickle {dght) admirs football won
as a prize by Mrs. Martha Farmer
Smith (center)} at barbecue of Tex-
as State Soclety of Washington.

Mrs. Smlth is tha daughter of Dr.

E. Fnrmnr of Aus-
tin. The botblﬂ

denated apd
sutographed for the occasion

by
Darrell Royal, University of Texas
football coach,
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Page A6—Austin, Texas % 27 |78
' Bank, HemisFair
' Posts Go to Clark

Austin‘a Edward Clark has,HemisFair pays $385,000 & year.
been named executive I confirmed, Qark

of the InterAmerlcanjreceive a part of thal amount
Development Bank and|for his service from lhe

economic development
member countries.

As US commissioner at
HemisFalr, Clark will officiate
at the opening of the federal
uvﬂm nda:; host 10 visiting
dignitaries supervise the -
information staff. “IRe Olcalde | - M

Clark has made several Lrips ¢ 17
to Latin America recently for EDWARD A. CLARK. '17-28. Austin, w:nhllp-
the Stats Departmeat asd for poiated chuiran of the pdvisory council of the
m;]r:amtummmn. | UT taetitvte of Texan Quitures.

C served ‘2z ambassador;
to Australla from August, 1943,
unlll February, 1989,

Ths new appointments
both subject 0 Senal
contirmation,

Apparenily the post as
director of the Inter-American
Development Bank is not 3 full-
ime job, as the directors’ board
meets four or Hve times & year.

George Christian, White
House press secrelary, said the
joh as commissioner to
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Former statesman, lawyer Clark dies of heart failure
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Ledy Bird

45 years,
Imowledge of a lot of different
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William, or Weldon, Byrd and his wife, Rose Spacek Byrd, bought the house in

1951 and lived there for the next 47 years. William was employed by the Texas

Department of Agriculture. Rose is the aunt of actress Sissy Spacek and still

lives in Austin.
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Obituary of Weldon Byrd
Austin American-Statesman
March 9, 2000
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Holmes Gwynn, with his first wife, Jane, purchased this house in late 1998 from
Rose and William Byrd. The Byrds were interested in finding a buyer that
would appreciate the tradition of the house. The house was in need of re-
modeling to bring it up to date. Regarding the front of the house old windows
that were once operated with ropes but were painted shut over the years were
replaced with modern wooden windows that retained the same look. Expansion
of the house was made in the back and upward with the addition of second floor

rooms on top of existing construction.

Holmes's first wife of 33 years passed away in the house on March §, 2001, of
ovarian cancer. She had personally designed the new kitchen but never got to
cook or entertain in it. Jane was 59 when she passed away. She was born and
raised in Brooklyn, New York. She was a librarian in the Brooklyn Public
Library system. The Gwynn's raised two children, Rebecca and Paul. Rebecca
now lives in the Phoenix, AZ area with her husband, Bob, and grand-daughter,
Shayna Watts (17). Paul lives in the Atlanta, GA area with his wife and two

other grandchildren, Christopher (7) and Catherine Jane (5).



In 1965 Holmes earned a BS (mathematics) degree from Monmouth University,
in W. Long Branch, NJ, and began a career as a casualty actuary earning
designations in the Casualty Actuarial Society and the American Academy of
Actuaries. With a strong insurance company background he was hired in 1996
by the Texas Dept of Insurance to finish his career as an insurance solvency
regulator, reviewing domestic insurance companies to be sure they had adequate
reserves to pay claims, as well as several special projects regarding runoffs or
rehabilitations of insurance companies. Holmes has had papers published in

actuarial journals and has made a number of presentations at actuarial meetings.

Historically, Holmes’ grandfather fought in Cuba in the Spanish American war
with Teddy Roosevelt. He returned home to marry my grandmother, Moselle
Hayes, and got his law degree and opened an office (Sheldon & Gwynn) at 44
Wall St., NYC in October, 1898. Their first child was my father Marion Hayes
Gwynn, Marion was designated as a Professional Chemical Engineer winning
honors for some of his innovative methods. In his 40’s he found religion and
pursued the priesthood in the Episcopal Church, a goal he ultimately achieved

and served in Keansburg, NJ, where he and my mother became beloved



members of the community. He retired after 11 years at age 76 to finish writing
his theological book, Scribe’s Treasure. Marion had a brother, Colonel Charles
Gwynn who was an adjutant to General McArthur in WW2, Charles passed
away in 1998 and is buried in Arlington Natl Cemetery. He and his family

lived, for a short time, just one block away on Mohle Rd after the end of WW2.

In October, 2003 Holmes married Joan who moved to Austin in 1976 from
Long Island. Joan had four children. The youngest, Billy, has recently joined
the US Army and is temporarily stationed at Fort Knox. His three older sisters
(Joy, Anne, and Julia) all have children of their own. Joan has seven
grandchildren. While raising children Joan was able to get her bachelor’s
degree from the University of Texas, and gained recognition as a Chartered
Property and Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) (by examination). Joan is

employed by the Farmers Insurance Group as an underwriter.

The one claim to Texas is that of being a distant relative to Jim Bowie. The
Bowies and the Gwynns have been connected in a book, Across the Years in

Prince George's County. by Holmes's great-aunt Effie Gwynn Bowie, first
published in 1947.
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