
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0003 HLC DATE: February 22, 2010
ZAP DATE: April 6, 2010

APPLICANTS: Dean and Andrea McWilliams, owners

HISTORIC NAME: Fitzgerald’Upchurch-Wilkerson House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1710 Windsor Road

ZONING FROM: SF-2 to SF-2-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-2) district to single family residence —

Historic Landmark (SF-2-H) combining district zoning.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed
zoning change from family residence, standard lot (SF-2) district to family
residence, standard lot — Historic Landmark (SF-2-H) combining district zoning.
vote: 5-0 (Kleon and Rosato absent).

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION: Did not recommend the
proposed zoning change from family residence, standard lot (SF-2) district to family
residence, standard lot — Historic Landmark (SF-2-H) combining district zoning.
Vote: 7-0.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is beyond the bounds of the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

CITY COUNCIL DATE: April 29, 2010 ACTION:

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:

CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Old Enfield Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:
Architecture:
Two-story rectangular-plan side-gabled brick house with Colonial Revival and
Italian Renaissance Revival details. The principal entry is in the right bay of the
principal façade, which is projecting with a flat roof and framed with quoins the
entry itself is framed with a flat portico ornamented with a cartouche and garlands.
Fenestration on the first floor of the house consists of single Colonial Revival-styled
6:6 windows with a keystone above; on the second floor, the windows are paired,
with a 44 pane configuration. The left bay of the principal façade contains a single-



leaf glazed door framed with sidelights on the first floor and a projecting three-sided
bay window above.

Historical Associations:
The house was built in 1926 for Col. Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald, a prominent Austin
and Dallas newspaperman, and his wife, Donna. The Fitzgeralds had moved to
Austin in 1921, when Hugh Fitzgerald became the political and chief editorial
writer for the Austin American and Austin Statesman, a position he held until his
death in 1936. Fitzgerald, born in South Carolina in 1857, spent his early years in
Dallas, and went to work for the Dallas News. In the 1870s, he became the
managing editor of the Dallas News, and was one of the youngest managing editors
of a major newspaper in the country. He went on become the editor of the Fort
Worth Record, then became the owner, editor, and publisher of the Wichita Falls
Record-News before moving to Austin. He is listed in the 1920 U.S. Census report
as living in Fort Worth, where he was a newspaper editor. He was listed as a
widower, and apparently lived in a hotel on W. 5th Street there. By 1930, according
to the census report, he had married his wife Donna, who was 29 years his junior.
The 1930 census report shows the couple living in this house in Austin, which is
listed as being worth $25,000. Hugh Fitzgerald was then 69; Donna Fitzgerald was
then 40, and had been born in Texas. He is listed as an editorial writer for a
newspaper; she had no occupation listed. While in Austin, he continued to be very
active in political circles; his portrait was hung on the State Senate walls in 1931 in
recognition of his contributions to Texas journalism and politics. A year after his
death in1936, his widow sold the house to Fred and Alice Gray Upchurch.

Fred Upchurch grew up in Corsicana, Texas, where he practiced law and served as
the city’s attorney. He and his wife Alice moved to Austin when he accepted a
position as an assistant State Attorney General, and he handled oil, gas, and public
utility litigation for the Texas Railroad Commission. After World War II, he became
a federal attorney, then engaged in private practice in Austin before returning to
Corsicana in 1963. His wife, Alice Gray Upchurch, a native of San Saba, Texas, was
a noted Texas historian, and wrote several important county histories. The
Upchurches sold the house in 1956 to Louis Scott Wilkerson and his wife, Florence.

Louis Scott Wilkerson was born in Beaumont, but grew up in Austin, and graduated
from the Harvard University School of Law in 1936. He was the assistant Texas
Secretary of State in the 1950s, then engaged in a private law practice until his
death in1987. Florence Benson Wilkerson, an Austin native, was the daughter of
Walter and Florence Benson, who owned the Benson Publishing Company, one of
the state’s largest publishers of school texts. After her father’s death, Florence and
her brother Walter, Jr., took over the business. She sold the house in 2001 to the
current owners, Dean and Andrea McWilliams, who founded McWilliams and
Associates, a governmental affairs consulting firm.

PARCEL NO.: 01120205020000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 21, Outlots 7 and 8, Division Z, and the adjacent 5
feet of the alley, Enfield “B”



ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $24,046 (owner-occupied); city portion:
$3,708 (capped).

APPRAISED VALUE: $1,762,079

PRESENT USE: Single family residence.

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNERS: Dean and Andrea McWilliams

DATE BUILT: ca. 1926

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: An addition, including a covered passageway and
carport, was built in 1969. A portion of the second-story balcony on the rear of the
house was enclosed in 2008-09 to create a new bedroom; a covered patio, pool house,
and outdoor kitchen were permitted in July, 2009.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Hugh and Donna Fitzgerald (1926)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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own L.S. Wilkergon 1710 WIndsor

PLA 146 LOT 21 P12

UflDtVtStON Enfield B

Carport, covered passage, Bedroom Study an6 bath

OiNRRS
113217 6-10-69 ESTINAZEELD PERMIT S DAJE

Ernie Parker 140. or flWTURES severalCONTRACTOR

UAIER TAP EEC •Exist S!W mi’ EEc • Exist

Remodel exist res and addn

1392 sq. ft.

Building permit to Louis Wilkerson for the construction of an addition, covered passage, and
carport (1969)



A APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING

PROJECT INFORMATION:

BASIC PROJECT DATA:

1. OWNER’S NAME:
2. PROJECT NAME:

‘3. PROJECT STREETRS dr
zip 7’ !Ct3
IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED Asuvt:
LOCATED

__________

FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE Pt S. E. W. (CIRCLE ONE) SIDE OF

( (ROAO NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO). WHICH IS
APPROXIMATELY

________________________________

DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH

____________________________________

CROSS STREET.

c_to-,1,
AREA TO BE REZONED: rOP. oiji
4. ACRES • 4 (OR) Son.___________

5. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:

EXISTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES! SQ. FT. PROPOSED PROPOSED
ZONING USE (IF MORE USE ZONIN

‘r
.

THAN1) 0SF-a ke’.&.cc sr- i-i

RELATED CURRENT CASES:

6, ACTIVE ZONING CASE? (YES FILE NUMBER:

_____________________________

7. RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES FILE NUMBER:

_______________________________

8. SUBDIVISION? (YES ‘2 FILE NUMBER:

_________________________________

9. SITE PLAN? (YESqiQy FILE NUMBER:

SCANNED

DEPARTMENTAl. USE ONLY

APPLICATION DATE: o3 o j
TENTATIVE HLC DATE
TENTATIVE PC or ZAP
TENTATIVE CC DA
CASE MANAGER:
APPLICATION AC

FILE NUMBER(SC] ttI$Q Qfy- boO7

CITY INITIATED: YES
ROLLBACK YES.’N

Revrsed February 15. 2005 7



PROPERTY DESCRIPTION (SUBDIVISION REFERENCE OR METES AND BOUNDS):

IDa. SUBDIVISION REFERENCE: Name; &.h4 ;pJ7
Block(s) Lol(s) I OLT 7/ S Oudot(s)
Plat Boot Z
N umber:_________________________________

lob. MErES AND BOUNDS (Attach two copies of cerhfied field rmtes if subdvision reference is not available or
zoning includes partial lots)

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL .0.:

11. VOLUME: PAGE:_________ TAXPARCELIO.NO. Oil Q2QSa2napü

OTHER PROVISIONS:

12. IS PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT! OVERLAY ZONE? YES
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY ZONE (NCCD,NP, etc)_______________________________

13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR NjIQNAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YE NO
14. Is A TLA REQUIRED? YE No; (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS NOT CHANGING)
TRIPS PER DAY:_____________________
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S):__________________________________________________________

OWNERSHyFYPE:

15. SOLE _COMMUNITY PROPERTY PARTNERSHIP _CORPORATION __TRUST

If ownership is other then sole or community property, list lndividuats!partners!principals below or attach separate sheet

OWNER INFORMATION:

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

SCANNED

16.OWNERC A INFTIQN it A .

SIGNATURE: fflf.dd’.A(4’d’.4 NAME: flntfrek .iit*&j It
FIRM NAME: I -

_____________

TELEPHONE NUMBER: cp2-’s7-4’t 77
STREETADDR5$S: 17s’b t.i..Isar jt..Ø
CITY:

___________________

STATE: rt. ZIPCDE: 7t703
EMAILADDRESS: pnAre p hsll:.....J dtfla&4tiL. an.

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE);

I7.AGENTCONT T FORM 710N 1 C,
SIGNATURE: I NAME: anr.e. Lie 4d/r:c4
FIRMNAME: /4--. Pecc.C ‘ Wepa’tL .jELEPHONEf4UMBER:n- g72. IS i4
STREET AlpRES STh 1. /-ha rn
CITY: f-fu+,., STATE: 7 J6.s ZIP000E: Tk 703
CONTACT PERSON: 5 t. ZR v\na. Qf t..&g.r1ak. TELPHONE NUMBER: 77 2C, ?Ji
EMAILADRESS: <Z,zJ Cnr&.n.de gs...te+

Revised February 15, 2005 B



D. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUBMITTAL VERICATION

My signature attests to the fact that the. attached application package is mpIete and accurate to the best of my
knowledge. I understand that prnper Cfly staft revIew of this application is dependent upon the accuracy of the informabon
provided and that any inaccurate or inadequate information provided by me/my firm(etc., may delay the proper review of
this apptation.

INSPECTiON AUThORIZATION

As owner or authorized agent, my signature authorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this

application is being submitted.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
IND ATE FIRM REP ESENT P, IF APPLICABLE.

14Y4tt 7
Signature Date

Rt vw tJ
Name (Typed or Printed)

Firm (If applicable)

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDI FIRM REP,)ESENT9ØFAPPLICABLE.

t CS / 27/p
sIgpstre Date

c

--

Name (Typed or Priritedi

kILL
Fim (If applicable)



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

concerning
Subdivision Plat Notes, Deed Restrictions,

Restrictive Covenants
and / or

Zoning Conditional Overlays

I, S1A34,. è e&4rs Cat have checked for subdMsion plat notes, deed
restrictions,

(Print name 0€ applicant)

restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays prohibiting certain uses and/or requiring certain
development restrictions i.e. heigh access, spreeriing etc. ri this pçerty, located at

17/0
(Ad&ISS Legal 0. n)/LL4 78703
If a conflict should result with the request I am submitting to the City of Austin due to subdivision p1st notes,

( deed restrictions, restrictive covenants andtor zoning conditional overlays it will be my responsibility to resolve
- it. I also acknowledge that I understand the implications of use and!or development restrictions that are a

result of a subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays.

I understand that if requested, I must provide copies of any and all subdivision p1st notes, deed restrictions,
restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlay information which may apply to this property.

_______________

1-27-- 2oio
(ApplicantS signature) (Date)



TAX CERTIFICATE No 1054184
Nelda Wells Spears

Travis County Tax Assessor-Collector
P,0. Box 1748

Austin Texas 78767
(51±) 854-9473

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 01-1202-0502-0000

PROPERTY OWNER; PROPERTY DESCRtPTION:

MCWILLIAMS DEAN R & ANDREA B LOT 21 OLT 7&8 DIV 2 AND ADJ 5 FT
1710 WINDSOR RD OF ALLEY ENFIELD B
AUSTIN, TX 78703-3104

ACRES .0000 MIN% .000000000000 TYPE

SITUS INFORMATION: 1710 WINDSOR RI)

This is to certify that after a careful check of tax records of this office, thE
following taxes, delincpient taxeç, penalties and interests are due on the
described property of the following tax unit(s):

YEAR ENTITY TOTAL
2009 AUSTIN TSD •ALL PAID*

CITY OF AUSTIN (TRAy) .LL PAID*
TRAVIS COUNTY ‘ALL PAID’
TRAVIS COUNTY HEALTHCARE DISTRICT ‘ALL PAID’
ACC (TRAVIS) ‘ALL PAID*

TOTAL SEQUENCE 0 ‘ALL PAID’

TOTAL TAX: ‘ALL PAID*
UNPAID FEES, * NONE *

INTEREST ON FEES: * NONE *

COMMISSION * NONE *

TOTAL DUE =n> ‘ALL PAID’

TAXES PAID FOR YEAR 2009 $31,160.67

ALL TAXES PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING THE YEAR 2009 EXCEPT FOR UNPAID
YEARS LISTED ABOVE.
The above described property may be subject to special valuation based on its
use, and additional rollback taxes may become due. (Section 23.55, State
Property Tax Codç.
Purauant to Section 31.98 of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of
$10.00 for all Tax Certificates.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS DATE OF 02J03/20l0

Nelda Wells Spears
Fee Paid! $10.00 Tax Assessor-coil or

By

HOOVERM printed on 02/03/2010 @ 14:05:10:90 Page*



Deed Chronology
1710 Windsor Road

Thansacnon Volume/Page Date

Joe & lone Muenster 393/617 8-21-26
to

Hugh Nugent & Donna Fitzgerald

Donna Fitzgerald. a fème sole 556/377 215-37
to

Fred Upchurch

Fred & Alice Upchurch 1705/272 6-4-56
to

Louis Scott & Florence Benson Wulkerson

florence Benson Wilkerson 3-2-2001
to

Dean it & Andrea B. McWilliams



Ch4J 14iflu.9ffl).rIflccunt
1710 Windsor Road

1924 No listing

1927 No listing
Note: Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald and wife Donna listed as residing at

1304 Loraine. He is listed as an editorial writer For Austin American
Statesman.

1929 House address is 1322 Windsor
Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald-owner
Writer-Newspaper Publishing Co.

1930-3! House address is 1322 Windsor
Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald-owner
Writer-Newspaper Publishing Co.

1932-33 House address is 1322 Windsor
Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald-owner
Writer-Newspaper Publishing Co.
Note: Fred & Mice Upchurch are listed as residing at 26 Enfield Rd.
Fred is listed as Assistant Attorney General

1935 House address is 1322 Windsor
Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald-owner
Listed as a Journalist
Note: Fred & Alice Upchurch are listed as residing at 26 Enfield Rd.
Fred-Upchurch & Hooper-lawyersat 709-10 Norwood Bldg.

1937 House address is 1710 Windsor and is vacant. No listing for Fitzgerald
Note: Fred-Upchurch & Hooper-layers at 514-20 Norwood Bldg.
Upchurch residence is 1004 Lavaca.

1939 Fred Upchurch-owner
Note: Fred’s firm is now Upchureh, Hooper. & Gresham

ffi40 Fred Upchurch-owner
Note: Fred’s firm is now Upchureh & Gresham-514 Norwood Bldg.
Note: Louis Wilkerson is listed as residing at 908 San Antonio



1942 Fred Upchurch-owner
Note: Fred is listed as Captain of the U.S. Headquarters Selective
Service
Note: Louis S. Wilkerson is listed as residing at 908 San
Antonio and is a lawyer at 1210 Norwood Bldg. & as a U.S.
Commander 309 U.S. Courthouse.

1944-45 Fred Upchurch.owner
Note: Upchurch is listed as Judge Advocate for U.S. Selective Service
State Headquarters
Note: There is a Florenee J, Wilkerson listed as the widow of
Louis, but this appears to be a mistake or different
people.

1947 Fred Upchurch-owner
Fred is listed as USA
Note: Louis Wilkerson is listed as a lawyer at 411 Nalie-Ewell
and residence is 908 San Antonio

1949 Fred Upchurch-owner
Listed as a lawyer at 1303 Congress
Note: Wilkerson is listed as Assistant Secretary of State and
residing at 908 San Antonio

1952 Fred Upchurch-owner
Listed as a lawyer at 1303 Congress
Wilkerson is listed as a lawyer at 1205 Capital National Bank
and residing at 908 San Antonio

1954 Fred Upchurch-owner
Listed as a lawyer at 1303 Congress
Wilkerson is Listed as a lawyer at 1205 Capital National Bank
and residing at 108W. 15th Street.

1957 Louis S. Wilkerson-owner
Note: Listed as a lawyer at 1205 Capital National Bank
Note: There is no listing for Upchurch

1960 Louis S. Wilkerson-owner
Note: Listed as a lawyer at 1205 Capital National Bank
Note: There is no listing for Upchurch

1965 Louis S. Wilkerson-owner
Note: Listed as a lawyer at 805 Capital National Bank
Note: There is no listing for Upchurch

SCANNED



1970 Louis S. Wilkerson-owner
Note: Listed as a lawyer at Sneed, Vine, Wilkerson & Sehnan

1974 Louis S. Wilkerson-owner
Note: Listed as a lawyer at Sned, Vine, Wilkerson, Selinan & Perzy

1978 Louis S. Wilkerson-owner
Note: Listed as a lawyer at Sneed, Vine, Wilkerson. Selman & Periy

19g1 Louis S. Wilkerson-owner
Note: Listed as a lawyer at Sneecj, Vine, Wilkerson, Selman & Perry

1985-8 Louis S. Wiflcerson-owner
Note: Listed as a lawyer at Sneed, Vine, Wilkerson, Selman & Perry
Note: No listing for Dean or Andrea McWilliams

19% Louis S. Wilkerson-owner
Note: Listed as a lawyer at 901 N. Congress
Note: No listing for Dean or Andrea McWilliams



Biography of Col. Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald

“State Afourns PaesàzgjHughN Flirgerair read the boJd headlines on the front page of the

May 7, 1936 Austin-American. ‘Ritz 2 &ã Fhtln9Fltz. Kini9 F/tx. Yowzg F/tz. &“yalF/tz

Col. Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald (1857-1936) was described as the best-loved newspaperman of

all Texas. “I/u was a brave soul wIthout cruelty, a fine intellect wIthout .‘nobhefy--a mental aristocrat w6o

passlonatelyfougbtfor &nwcracy

Fitzgerald was one of the most distinguished citizens of the state of Texas. Upon his death.

the capitol flag was put at half mast, an honor usually reserved for men and women in official

life. City hail, as well as many courthouse of&es, closed for the morning to honor Fitz.

A native of South Carolina, Fitzgerald came to Texas in his late teens, and quickly reached an

important place in both newspaper work and public affairs. He went to work for the Dallas

News, and became aligned with a group of state leaders favoring local option (on prohibition),

and their efforts resulted in the law and system by which much of Texas was dry under local

option (before statewide or federal prohibition days). in his early twenties. Fitzgerald was

named managing editor of the Dallas News. It was revolutionaxy that so young a man would

be given this highly responsible executive position on a great daily newspaper. He remained

with the Dallas News for many years and became one of the group of newspapermen known

throughout the nation (among others such as Louis J. Worthasn of Ft. Worth). Fitzgerald

went onto become editor of the Fort Worth Record before eventually becoming owner, editor,

and publisher of the Wichita Falls Record News.

In 1921, Cot. Fitzgerald moved to Austin with his wife, Donna, to become political and chief

editorial writer for the Austin Statesman and the Austin American (separate papers in those

days). Fitzgerald was a mover and shaker in politics, and his advice was constantly sought.

He was never a candidate for office nor an applicant for appointment, but he managed the

gubernatorial campaigns of Charles Culberson and Oscar Colquitt. He served as a member of

the Texas Historical and Library Commission and was on the board of regents of present-day

Texas Women’s University. This was his one official public service, having been sought out

and appointed by Governor Pat M. NeW He served two terms, both as chairman, and bore

almost as much love and enthusiasm as he carried into his newspaper writing, so much so that

a hall on the college campus was named for him.



In 1926, (Del. Fitzgerald and his wife built the beautiful Georgian-influenced brick home at

1710 Windsor (the original address being 1322 Windsor). The large white home was a

hospitable place with large trees and extensive flower beds. He did some of the flower

growing, but felt responsible for it all.

Late in 1927, Cal. Fitzgerald completed a book entitled Governors I Have Known. The book

was published by The American-Statesman and affiliated newspapers and widely circulated

over the state and among high public officials throughout the nation.

“Flowers for the living°--Col. Fitzgerald made this phrase the motto of his lif and work. The

phrase caught on. and frequently sounded in legislative halls, in 1931, the State Senate

passed “flowers for the living,” resolving to hang Col Fitzgeraid’s portrait on the Senate walls

among the pcftres of lmous statesmen and military heroes of Texas. The following

resolution was read by Gat’. Dan Moody:

“Tea-,as has iwnthere2among her ilmastriais citizens many whtw arntrthut&rns to ctWlàct&rn will live

throughout eternth and among tbooe there è none who 6as &npitised b generation ae that genial and

wth’erally-tn’ed citizen, Hugh Nugent Fitzgeral2. Hugh Npnt FitzgeraI2 has been a factor at

public opinion in Tau for haqa centuiy

Col. Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald died in his beloved home at 1710 Windsor Road on May 6,

1936. Among the many notables who served as pallbearers was Governor Dan Moody.

Biographies of Fred and Alice Brown Gray Upchurch

Fred Upchurch attended Corsicana High School, East Texas State University, Cumberland
University of Tennessee and the law school of the University of Texas. He received his
LLD. and Ph.D. degrees from U.T

Upchurch was admitted to the State Bar of Texas in 1917. During the sameyear, he was
appointed to and accepted a position in the United States Attorney General’s Department in

Washington. D.C. He later resigned to voluntarily enlist for service in the World War. Mr.
Upchurch had a part in some of the battles of the Meuse and the Argonne.

After the war, Mr. Upchurch returned to Corsicana and resumed his law practice. In 1920, he
was elected City Attorney of Corsicana.

Judge and Mrs. Upchurch moved to Austin where he became Assistant Attorney General
under Attorney General James V. Mired in 1931-32. iipchurch personally handled all
litigation for the Texas Railroad commission affecting oil, gas and public utility matters. He
engaged in private law practice in Austin, mainly handling oil and gas litigation.

Upchurch served in World War Ii as a maior in the Judge Mvocate General’s Department.
He was assigned as one of the attorneys in the Division of Appeals.

In 1946, Alice Gray Upchurch wrote “A Sketch History of San Saba County” and A History
of Nueces County.”



Biography of Louis Scott Wilkerson

Louis Wilkerson was born on September 23, 1915 in Beaumont, Tens. He graduated from

Austin High School in 1932 and received his BA From the University of Texas in 1936 and his

law degree from Harvard University in 1936.

During World War II. he served in the Army Air Corps. relaying the positions of German

troops in the battle of Anzio during the Italian campaign of1943. Wilkerson also served in

the Judge Advocate General’s OfEce in Great Britain, and attained the rank of Captain.

Mr. Wijkerson served as U.S. Commissioner from 1940 to 1942 and from 1945 to 1946. He

was Assistant Secretary of State of Texas from 1953 through 1955 and Parliamentarian of the

53rd Regular Session of the Texas Legislature under IA. Governor Ben Ramsey-

In 1956-67, he served as President of the Travis County Bar Association, and served as Vice-

Chairman of the Corporation Law Revision Committee of the State Bar of Texas in 1960-61.

From 1966 until his death in 1987, Mr. Wilkerson had been a partner in the law Srm of Sneed,

Vine, Wilkerson, Seirnan and Perry.

Biography of Florence Benson Wilkerson

Florence Benson was from the prominent family of Walter and Florence Brownlee Benson.

The Bensons owned Benson Pubiishing Company and were part owners in Benson Motors

with Walter’è brother, Madison. The headline for the obituasy from the 60s when Walter

died read Publisher Benson Succumbs.”

After florence’s father’s death, the publishing cxnnpany was owned by Florence and her

brother, Walter Benson, Jr., and it published text books for the State of Texas. Although

Waiter ran the business, Florence was also active in it. and would proof text books for

publication baek in the l9SOs at her dining room table at 1710 Windsor. Florence and Walter

grew up in the Tudor house on West Lynn, just north of Enfield.

Biographies of Dean & Andrea McWilhamm

Dean & Andrea McWilliams are the co-founders of McWilliams and Associates, an Austin,

Texas based governmental affairs consulting firm. Together they have decades of experienc&

working in and around the Texas Legislature. Andrea is a past president of Inherit Austin

and has served on many boards as a well-known philanthropist and community volunteer.

Dean is a nationally recognized governmental afirs specialist. The McWilliams have three

children.
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FITZGERALD, HUGH NUGENT (ca 1857—1936). Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald. journalist. son of
William Laurens Fitzgerald. was born in Charleston. South Camlina. probably in 1857. He
attended Jesuit College in Ireland. Upon returning to North America he traveled throughout the
United Slates. Mexico, and Canada. working in mining camps and at various occupations. He
marned Alice Parsons Wood in 1879 in South Carolina. They had two children. The family
moved to Texas in 1889, where Fitzgerald began newspaper work, first as a sports writer and later
as a political commcntator. He became managing cdiwr and staff correspondent on the Dallas
Morning News, with which he was associated tot fourteen years. In the early I 900s he was
employed as editor of the Dallas Times Herald for ten years. He later edited the Fort Worth
Record (see FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM) and was owner. pvblishcr. and editor of the
Wichita Falls Record News, before he joined the Marsh-Fentress interests and estahlishcd his
home in Austin in 1921; there he was chief editorial writer for the Austin American, the Austin
Statesman (see AUSTIN AMER!CANSTATESMAW),wid allied iicwpapci fo, mute Urn,, ten

years.

Fitzgerald managed the gubernatorial campaigns of Charles A. Culberson and Oscar B. Colguict,
served two terms as a member of the Texas Historical and Libraiy Commission, and was for
twelve years a member of the board of regents of the College of Industrial Arts (now Texas
Woman’s University). From 1925 until 1933 he was president of the board; one of the residence
halls at the univcrsity is named in his honor. Fitzgerald wrote almost exclusively for newspapers.
His other works include Texans and Their State (1918), which he edited with otherTexas
newspapermen, and Governors I have Known (1927). In Fcbruaiy 1931 he was honored by the
Texas Senatc for his service in journalism, and his portrait was hung on the Senate svall.

Fitzgerald’s first wife died in 1910. On April 30, 1921, he marned Donna Roberts. He was a
Catholic. He died in Austin on May 6, 1936, and was buried in Dallas.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Austin Statesman, May 6.7, 1936. Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald, ed., Texans and
Their State: A Newspaper Reference Work (2 vols., Houston: Texas Biographical Association,
1918). San Antonio Express, May 7, 1936.

Edward Crane
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Louis Scott Wilkersort
Louis Scott Wilkerson, aRe 71. of

Austin. died Sunday, September 20.
1967.

lie was born on September 23, 1915,
in Beaumont, Texas, and graduated
from Austin High School HI 1932. Mt
earned his BA. from the University of
Texas in 1936. and his LLB. from
Harvard University In 1939. During
World War II e served in the Army

Air Cors be wee a forward observer
calling In air rlkes at the Anilo
Beachhead in Italy. he also served In
the Judge Advocate General’s Office
in Great Britain, and attained the rank
of Captala Alte, the war. Mr. Wither
son helped reorganize the Bachelors
of Au10, serving a the Qub’s presi
dent in 194$.

Mr. Wilkerson served a U.S. Com
missioner from 1940 to 1242 and trout
1945 to 1946. He wee AaMaat Seat
tary of State of the State of Tens froni
1953 through 1955 and Parilamenlan
an of ute 53rd Regular Semlon of the
Texas Legislature under Ii. Governor
Ben Ramsey. In 1955 to 1957. he
served as President of the Travis
County Bar Asocletloa, and served as
Vice-Chairman of the Corporation Law
Revision Committee of the Slate Bar
of Teass In 1960 to 1961. SInce 1966,
Mr. Wilkerson has bear a partner In

the law finn of eed, Vine, Wilier
son. 5.1mw and Perry.

Mr. Wukerson Is survived by his
wife. florence Benson WlIkein; four
daughters, Marianne Wilkerson Jack
son of AuMin, Louise WtIken frol
Her of Houoa, Qny Wllkenoa aS
Auslin, and Diane Wilkerson of New
York City: and two pundcbildren.
Margaret Louise Jackson (born JuLy
13. 1967). and John Lauls Brother
(Born September 10, 1967).

A memorial sarvice will be bald
Tuesday. September 22, inS, at 2OO
PM. at thge Episcopal Church of the
Good Shepherd.

In lieu of flowers. expreelom of
sympathy may be made in memorials
to the Episcopal Chruch of the Good
Shepherd or to Seton Medical Center.

Anangernen by Weed-Corley fli
aeral Home, 3125 N. Lamar. 4524811.

1Th5. 7Lt2-J., p1. 22,/987


