
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0012 HLC DATE: April 26, 2010 
 PC DATE: June 22, 2010 
     
APPLICANT:  Megan Matsen Meisenbach, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Matsen House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1800 San Gabriel Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3 to SF-3-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence – historic landmark (SF-3-H) 
combining district zoning. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning 
change from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence – historic landmark (SF-3-
H) combining district zoning.  Vote:  6-0 (Myers absent). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning change from 
family residence (SF-3) district to family residence – historic landmark (SF-3-H) combining 
district zoning.  Vote:  8-0 (Anderson absent). 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is not listed in the Comprehensive Cultural 
Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:  November 4, 2010  ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Judge’s Hill Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
Two-story irregular-plan flat-roofed International-style house with a limestone and cedar 
shingle veneer; 1:1 and 2:2 fenestration, designed by Austin architect Carlton Brush with J. 
Robert Buffler. 

Historical Associations: 
The house was built in 1953 for Frederick Albert and Cecelia Matsen, and designed by Austin 
architect Carlton Brush and J. Robert Buffler.  Brush was the grandson of Seba Brush, who 
operated Brush Hardware Company on Congress Avenue in the late 19th century, and for 
whom Brush Square was named.  Carlton Brush grew up with relatives in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and after his study of architecture, began practicing in Birmingham, Houston, and 
Dallas.  When he moved to Austin, he joined professionally with Joseph Robert Buffler, a 
native Pennsylvanian who taught architecture at the University of Texas.  Together they 
designed many houses and churches in Austin, including the Kinney Avenue Baptist Church 



and the Tarrytown Baptist Church.  Brush was also likely the architect for many houses in the 
Wilshire Wood subdivision, as his brother was one of the developers there. 
 
The house has been in the same family since it was built.  The current owner’s father, 
Frederick Albert Matsen (1913-2006) was a noted professor of chemistry and physics at the 
University of Texas.  Born in Wisconsin, Matsen graduated from the University of Wisconsin, 
and earned his Ph.D. in chemistry and physics from Princeton University.  After teaching for a 
year at Bucknell College in Pennsylvania, Matsen moved to Austin in 1942 and joined the 
faculty of the University of Texas, where he taught chemistry and physics.  He pioneered the 
use of computers in his teaching, and was responsible for the creation of the first computer 
center on the UT campus in 1950, serving as the first director of the University Computation 
Center.  His daughter, Megan Matsen Meisenbach, is a talented musician, touring as a flute 
soloist and a chamber musician.  Her husband, Dr. Albert E. Meisenbach, has been a physician 
in Austin since 1974.  They moved into the house to take care of her parents in their last years, 
and have owned the house since her parents’ deaths in 2006. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  01120003160000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 3, Outlots 12 through 14, Division E, Vance Park. 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $7,468 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,747. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $675,000 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNER:  Megan Matsen Meisenbach 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1953 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Gutters were added to the house in the 1960s, and a 
rainwater collection system was installed in the back yard in 2008.  A small work room on 
the north side was extended by 3 feet to allow space for laundry facilties. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Frederick and Cecelia Matsen (1953) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCATION MAP 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Building permit to Matsen for the construction of the house (1952).  Carlton Brush is listed 

as the builder of the house. 
 

 
Sewer service application by F.A. Matsen (1953) 

 

 
Water service permit to F.A. Matsen (1957) 



 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To the members of the Historic Landmark Commission of the City of Austin: 



 
One of the major concerns of The Judges Hill Neighborhood, the only remaining predominantly 
residential neighborhood in downtown Austin, is to preserve its historic roots and, in so doing, 
the historic roots of the City of Austin. With their applications for historic status for their homes, 
the owners of the above-referenced properties, Megan Matsen Meisenbach and Jay Tassin, 
have stepped forward to help lead this struggle at a critical time in our city's history. As we once 
again face pressures for rapid downtown development, I want you to know that their 
applications have the overwhelming support of their neighbors in the Judges Hill Neighborhood. 
We hope that the Historic Landmark Commission will look favorably on their applications and in 
so doing transform their homes from mere personal assets to assets also for the history of the 
City of Austin and for our historic neighborhood. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Ben Schotz, President of the Judges Hill Neighborhood Association 
 

 

Landmark Commission 

City of Austin 

  

RE:    Support of Applicants for Landmark Status  

1)   McClendon-Kozmetsky House at 1001 W 17th  
2)   Matsen House at 1800 San Gabriel  

  

Dear Landmark Commission Chair. Members, and Preservation Officer:  

As owners of the mid-century modern Granger House and Perch, a national, state and city 
landmark, we are very sensitive to the need to preserve mid-century modern architecture and 
design within the City of Austin.   This particular style of architecture is often under appreciated 
and susceptible to demolition.  

As residents of the Judges Hill Neighborhood, we as well as others across the nation have come 
to appreciate the diversity of architecture that is contained within this last remaining garden 
district in the City of Austin.  There is discussion about a possible homes tour of our 
neighborhood by the National Historic Trust during its fall conference in 2010 hosted in Austin.  

Both homes listed on this communication are worthy of historic designation and deserve your 
full support.  

Very truly yours,  

  

Jeff Harper and Mark Seeger 

The Granger House and Perch 

805 W 16th Street 

Austin, Texas  78701-1519 

Re:  Matsen House, April 26th, 2010 



  
 

Dear Historic Landmark Commissioners and Mr. Steve Sadowsky: 
  
 

The significance of supporting Landmark status for Matsen house is two-fold.  
First, it's an important mid-century modern home designed by UT architect Joseph 
Buffler as a unique adaptation of the international style to its Austin setting.  
Secondly, it forms an important trio of such homes with its co-applicant 
 McClendon-Kozmetsky House and current landmark Granger House in Judges' 
Hill, the only sizable, intact historic neighborhood in Downtown Austin.   The 
locale has become, as a result of continued preservation efforts, an irreplaceable 
but threatened asset as downtown's own historic garden district. 
 

In terms of its architectural interest, Matsen house eschews prior styles and is 
nicely adapted to its immediate environs.  It is rotated 45 degrees to the street, 
which allows its prominent rear screened porch to take advantage of predominant 
southerly summer breezes.  Its position also generates a sense of outdoor 
spaciousness and privacy for itself and its neighbors not otherwise achievable with 
a traditional 90-degree orientation and tiny alley-like side setbacks. 
 

The house is a basic cube with a virtually flat roof, a characteristically open floor 
plan and large square windows.  The shingle exterior and the natural stone wall 
which bisect its interior warm and soften its Bauhaus bones and concrete ground 
level floors.  The architect worked with the natural slope and his rotation of the 
home allowed him to retain the elm-lined horse path of its northern neighbor, the 
(razed) 1802 San Gabriel Robertson-Vance estate, as the driveway.  The dominant 
horizontal lines of the house appealed to the Matsens, familiar with Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s architecture from their native Racine, Wisconsin. 
 

The importance of preserving this trio of midcentury homes in Judges' Hill is 
demonstrated in a recent request by the National Trust to host a candlelight 
walking tour during their conference.   They selected Judges' Hill because it is "an 
intact inner-city neighborhood with a variety of architectural styles — Victorian to 
Arts and Crafts to Mid-Century Modern -- and a depth of colorful Austin history."  
Designating Matsen House and fellow nominee McClendon-Kozmetsky House 
will preserve a critical mass of mid-century homes as examples of a third wave of 
design and construction from Judges' Hill's rich history. 
 

Last year we got a wake-up call with a city proposal to upzone many of our lots, 
including single family residential properties, to 120-foot heights to encourage 
development.  In meeting with the City Council during these efforts, it became 
clear that a Local Historic District would give Judges' Hill the standing to merit 
such protections, and that more homes designated as landmarks would be steps on 
that path.  Landmark designation will help protect this mid-century home and its 



surrounding neighborhood from developer pressure to raze historic structures as 
land values increase. 
 

I thank you in advance for your time and consideration in preserving this critically 
located example of midcentury modernism in downtown Austin. 
  
 

Sincerely, 
  
 

Jay Tassin 
Resident of Judges' Hill 

 


