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Item OT1.20 
Digital Records Archivist 

This proposal would: 

• Invest 585,414 in salan- and Sl.OOO in one-time support needs to fund an Austin Public Libran- request 
for a digital records archivist position. 

The Austin History Center (AHC) preserves Austin's unique history' and makes that history' 
accessible to the public through presentations and other programs. 
• AHC is the aty's official archive; it maintains a rich collection of cir\' records and historical documents, 

and has expert staff to support exliibits, programs, and researcli by the public. 

• During F\''I5 A l lC recorded nearly 44,000 customer visits and processed over 1 17,000 record items.' 

A H C does not have the resources it needs to adequately manage historically important digital 
records. 

• As the Cm- of Austin creates more electronic records, it is vital that the AMC have the resources needed 
to manage these records. Without those resources, Austin could lose important historical records. 

• To date, AHC has identified a massive amount of unprocessed records, including about 270 gigabytes of 
'bom digital' records {records that were first produced in digital form) and about 20 terabytes of digidzed 
records.-

• Citv staff have identified the need for a dedicated position to manage these imponant assets in each of 
the past seven budget cycles, but Council has not yet made this important investment.-

• Ausdn has seen many milestones and significant decisions in recent years, including the transition to the 
new 10-1 Council. It is critical to prcser\'e these records for historians and future gcneradons. 

This proposal could help A H C preserve the history of Austin for future generations. 

• ITiis proposal would better position AMC to properly and effccuvely manage these records in order to 
preserve them for fuwre generations and make them accessible to researchers. 

• This inidadve is supported by former Austin Mayors Lee Cooke, Frank Cooksey, Carole Keeton, Lee 
I^ffingweli, Ron Mullen, Bruce Todd, and Will Wynn. 

• Tlie l_jbrar\- Commission unanimously recommended that Council approve this archivist posidon.^ 
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