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Written comments must be submitted to the board or commission (or the
contact person listed on the notice) before or at a public hearing. Your
comments should include the board or commission’s name, the scheduled
date of the public hearing, and the Case Number and the contact person
listed on the notice.

Case Number: C14-79-065(RCT)

Contact: Wendy Rhoades, 512-974-7719

Public Hearing: Jul 26, 2016, Planning Commission
Aug 11, 2016, City Council
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Signature Date
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If you use this form to comment, it may be returned to:
City of Austin

Planning & Zoning Department

Wendy Rhoades

P. O. Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767-8810




contact person listed on the notice) before or at a public hearing. Your
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Written comments must be submitted to the board or commission (or the
contact person listed on the notice) before or at a public hearing. Your
comments should include the board or commission’s name, the scheduled
date of the public hearing, and the Case Number and the contact person
listed on the notice.

Case Number: C14-79-065(RCT)
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Dear Mrs. Rhoades,

I would like to address some concerns over the planned development of the 80 Red River
street location.

The Rainey street/South Waller Creek area is basically a peninsula. Bordered by Waller
Creek/Lady Bird Lake, Cesar Chavez and IH-35. This can be further divided by North and South
of River street. It is the development on the North side of this area that creates a potential
serious problem for the city as a whole and the people who live, work, and visit this area in
particular.

Red River street is the only viable access to The Shore Condominiums, Hotel Van Zandt, the
Waller Creek Plaza development, and the 80 Red River site. This 2 lane road is already highly
over burdened by the current demands of the area, and as city traffic studies have shown,
major congestion issues are common every weekend, and reach critical levels during
weekends with a major convention at the Van Zandt.

With the already approved Waller Creek Plaza project, this will add another Major Hotel, an
Office tower and another Condo/apartment tower. With this increase in population, on any
given weekend, and if either or both of the Hotels has a convention, Red River street will
completely cease to function.

Now they want to add yet another Hotel and a condo building the size of the Austintonian
to the 80 Red River site on top of that. These 2 developments would essentially quadruple the
amount of traffic and pedestrians trying to access the area via Red River street. This is simply
not a workable or safe option.

| would invite you and the council to visit Red River street on any busy Saturday night, and
then try to envision 4 times as many cars/busses/pedestrians/pedicabs. It should be quite
obvious that this type of development on the 80 Red River site would cripple the already over
taxed infrastructure in this small peninsula of downtown Austin, and have a major effect on
public safety and emergency vehicle access.

This city suffers every day from the effects of over development and growth without the
infrastructure to cope with it. It's why we have one of the worst traffic situations in the
country. Shiny buildings are nice, but what if you can’t even get to them? Please do not let
corporate developers build unchecked at the expense of the people of Austin.

Sincerely, Kelly Jobe
603 Davis St #703 Austin, 78701 512-520-4929
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July 20, 2016

City of Austin -- Planning Commission
City Hall Council Chambers

301 West 279 Street

Austin, TX 78701

RE: Case# C14-79-065 (RCT)
Planning Commission Members,

The undersigned own and live in condominium unit #1702 in the Shore
Condominium. Our unit faces the property that is the subject of the
referenced restrictive covenant termination request (the “Property”).
We strongly OBJECT to the termination of the zoning covenant that now
governs the Property.

We hereby request that the Planning Commission table any further actions
regarding the referenced termination request until completion of at least
the following two detailed impact studies:

e A traffic study that makes findings regarding the impact that the
rezoning of the Property has on traffic on Davis Street and Red
River Avenue, including recommendations on how to ameliorate the
negative impacts of increased vehicular traffic on current
residents and pedestrians that frequent the Rainey Street bar area;
and

e An environmental impact study that demonstrates that the Congress
Avenue bats’ flight path and safety will not be adversely affected
by the proposed project.

Vehicular and pedestrian traffic on Red River, south of Cesar Chavez,
and on Davis Street is often congested and unsafe. During many weekend
and some weekday evenings, pedestrian traffic overflows on to Red River
south of Cesar Chavez preventing the unobstructed flow of vehicular
traffic. The addition of substantial additional traffic resulting from
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the intense development of the Property will make a currently unsafe
situation even more congested and unsafe.

The undersigned’s companies have developed large residential, commercial
and recreational properties valued at hundreds of millions of dollars
in more than a dozen communities around the U.S. In those developments,
the issue of traffic impact often becomes a significant community concern
and can be a deal killer for the developer who chooses to ignore those

concerns. In our experience, in other major cities, detailed traffic
impact and environmental studies with heavy community input is standard
operating procedure. Past City of Austin Planning Commissions have

unthinkingly approved intense development in the Rainey Street district
without requiring these standard studies or have let developers choose
the “experts” with cherry picked outcomes. The result is a cluster --
sidewalks down Rainey Street have gaps or are handicap inaccessible.
Parking is woefully inadequate or nonexistent. Sidewalks along Red River
are narrow or non-existent which forces people on to Red River itself,
making vehicular access to The Shore Condominium and the Van Zandt Hotel
treacherous. The result of these unthinking and poorly planned
developments is a significant degradation of the quality of life for
those of us who live in this neighborhood. The undersigned sincerely
hope that the Planning Commission will apply a level of scrutiny in
approving development of the Property that is significantly more robust
than has been the Planning Commission’s past practice in the Rainey
Street district. That level of due diligence and scrutiny should at
least be at a level consistent with the practice followed by most fast
growing major cities across the U.S.

Environmental concerns also need to be carefully considered. Many nights
we sit on the deck of our 17" floor condominium unit and watch millions
of bats fly east up and over the Shore Condominiums. The Property sits
directly in that flight path. A 50 or 60 or story building will
significantly alter the bats’ flight path and potentially the
desirability of the bats’ Congress Bridge habitat.

We are not opposed to new buildings, tall buildings, development and
“progress.” We are only opposed to poorly planned development that fails
to take into account the impacts on surrounding neighbors and the
environment. What has happened in the Rainey Street district over the
last 5+ years is poorly planned development that has largely neglected
the community’s concerns.

Finally, a Planning Commission is often tempted to look at a large
proposed project as a means to accomplish other offsite funding. The
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Property is adjacent to the unfinished Waller Creek project. It can be
tempting for the Planning Commission to “horse trade” funding for Waller
Creek in exchange for greater “flexibility” given to the Property
developer. While we are in favor of finishing the Waller Creek project,
it shouldn’t be done at the expense of compromising neighborhood traffic
and environmental concerns. We hope that the Planning Commission will
reject that trade.

Sincerely,

%es(‘.%u:roek—\

Carla E. Bossenbroek
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Property is adjacent to the unfinished Waller Creek project. It can be
tempting for the Planning Commission to “horse trade” funding for Waller
Creek in exchange for greater “flexibility” given to the Property
developer. While we are in favor of finishing the Waller Creek project,
it shouldn’t be done at the expense of compromising neighborhood traffic
and environmental concerns. We hope that the Planning Commission will
reject that trade.

Sincerely,

James F. Bossenbroek

Carla E. Bossenbroek
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Rhoades, Wendx

From: Teresa Clark B!
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2016 11:14 PM
To: Rhoades, Wendy

Subject: Case # C14-79-065(RCT)

To whom it may concern:

I am against terminating the restrictive covenant for 80 Red River!
With Pleasure,

TERESA CLARK

80 Red River 208

Austin Texas 78701

(512) 577 6500
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