
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2016-0073 HLC DATE:  September 26, 2016 
Council District: 9 PC DATE:  October 25, 2016 
     
APPLICANT:  Jody Wingrove, for Rockafellow Properties, L.L.C. 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Bremond Carriage House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  504 W. 7th Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  GO to GO-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the proposed zoning change 
from general office (GO) district to general office – Historic Landmark (GO-H) combining 
district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture and historical associations 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning 
change from GO to GO-H.  Vote: 7-0 (Papavisiliou, Panju, and Reed absent). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning change from GO 
to GO-H.  Vote: 12-0 (Shieh absent). 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The carriage house is listed as a Priority 1 for research in 
the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:  December 8, 2016   ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:    Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-and-a-half-story, rectangular-plan, brick former carriage house with a shingled 
mansard roof with hipped-roof dormers; the original window and door openings survive but 
have been rehabilitated with glass and doors rather than the probable original garage-style 
door on the building.  There is decorative iron work in the windows and door sidelights on 
the ground floor. 
Historical Associations: 
The carriage house and stable was originally built a block east of the existing site by the 
Bremond family but moved to this site at some point before 1894, when the building first 
appears on Sanborn maps.  The Bremonds were one of the most prominent families in 
Austin in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and had a large wholesale grocery business 
for many years.  They also branched out to banking and railroads.  Members of the family 



 
built houses in what is now known as the Bremond Block, a National Register Historic 
District, and with each of the Bremond family homes in the block individually landmarked. 
Family legend has it that the second wife of John Bremond, Jr. did not like having the 
stables so close to the family house, so it was moved to another portion of the Bremond 
property.  Sanborn maps of 1894 and 1900 show the building in its current location, and 
indicate that it was a shingled building.  The 1935 Sanborn map shows the building as a 
warehouse with a second-story apartment and a one-story addition to the rear, which is 
consistent with city directory listings.  Ownership of the building remained in the Bremond 
family, who began renting it out as a commercial space in the 1930s.  Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Company had the building as their warehouse in the 1930s; it was then a 
warehouse for the State Department of Vocational Education in the 1940s, an auto garage 
in the late 1940s and early 1950s, and around 1951, it was converted to a residence. 
 
finally as the residence of William B. Houston, the grandson of John Bremond, Jr., and his 
wife, Virginia L. Houston, from approximately 1954 to 2004.    The building serves as an 
office building today. 
 
William B. Houston, the grandson of John Bremond, Jr., took over ownership of the 
building in 1951, and constructed an addition for apartments.  He and his wife, Virginia 
Lipscomb Lockart Houston, began renovating the old carriage house, and moved in around 
1953, as they are listed as the occupants in the 1954 city directory.  The Houstons lived 
here until 2004, when William B. Houston passed away, and Virginia Houston moved to 
Dallas.  Since 2004, the carriage house has served as an office building. 
 
William B. Houston was the grandson of John Bremond, Jr., who took over the family 
wholesale grocery and coffee roasting business established by his father and his father’s 
brothers.  William B. Houston was born in Austin in 1917, and grew up in the landmarked 
Hale-Houston House at 706 Guadalupe Street.  After his graduation from the University of 
Texas, he began working in the family business, but after the business closed in the mid-
1950s, he embarked on other business ventures, including a successful real estate and 
construction company which built several buildings on the IBM campus in north Austin.  
His principal love, however, was sailing.  He had a sailboat company and was a founding 
member of what later became the Austin Yacht Club.  He and Virginia traveled extensively, 
and were very active in several charitable and philanthropic organizations in Austin.  
Virginia Houston was a three-time board member of the Junior League.  She was a 
founding board member of Recording for the Blind, and served on the boards of the Live 
Oak Theater and the Seton Development Board.  
 
PARCEL NO.:  0206010506 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  E 50FT OF LOT 3 BLOCK 079 ORIGINAL CITY 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $7,829  (non-homestead); city portion: $2,184. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $1,400,000 
 
PRESENT USE:  Office building 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
 
 
 



 
PRESENT OWNERS:   
Rockafellow Properties LLC and Germer Properties, LLC 
504 W. 7th Street 
Austin, Texas, 78701 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1890 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Masonry addition for apartments (1951); remodel including 
the enclosure of a balcony (1972). 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  John Bremond, Jr. 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LOCATION MAP 

 
 



 

 
The Bremond Carriage House, 504 W. 7th Street 

 

 
The 1961 Sanborn map shows the building as an office building with the ca. 1951 

apartments behind it. 



 

 
The 1935 Sanborn map shows the building with an address of 502 W. 7th Street; it is shown 

as a warehouse. 
 

 
The 1900 Sanborn map shows the building with the reference that it was shingled above. 

 



 

 
The 1894 Sanborn map shows the building.  This is the first map to show this section of the 

city. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
Family tree of the John Bremond, Jr. family 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
Obituary of William B. Houston 

West Austin News, August 12, 2004 
 



 

 
Obituary of Virginia Lipscomb Houston 

Austin American-Statesman, September 28, 2012 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 


