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1. How many conventions has the convention center hosted each of the last 5 years?
No two years are the same in terms of the calendar of events for a convention center. As events
become larger and cover more days, the number of events per year may decrease, but the
attendance could increase, as we have seen at Austin Convention Center.
Contracted Events
(All event types, including conventions, meetings, trade/consumer shows, etc.)
FY 2012
FY 2013
FY 2014
FY 2015
Events – ACC only
156
145
149
126
Estimated Attendance
458,091
452,464
463,342
454,388

FY 2016
113
497,156

Note: Attendance is counted differently, depending on the type of event. We count attendees
for Consumer Shows differently than we do for all other groups. For Consumer Shows we count
the event’s cumulative total over the days of the show. This assumes people do not usually
attend a show more than one day. For all other types of events, we use the attendance the
customer/event‐holder provides us.
2.

How many days has the convention center been vacant1 each of the last 5 years?
1

Note: Vacancy can be thought of in terms of occupancy rates or days when the facility is vacant
(i.e. dark days). Both are shown below. When looking at FY16, at first glance it may appear that
the occupancy rate and dark day count do not seem to reconcile when looking at the previous
years. The increase in occupancy is driven, in part, by the square footage occupied on a given
day. Therefore, even though there were more dark days in FY16, occupancy was higher due to
events booking more square footage for their events.
Maximum practical occupancy for a convention center is about 65%. A convention center has to
have time to perform routine maintenance and more significant capital projects in order to
maintain a facility that event holders want to use.
The Austin Convention Center occupancy2 for the last 5 years:
FY 2012
FY 2013
FY 2014
FY 2015
FY 2016
56%
56%
59%
61%
64%
2
Note: The occupancy calculation considers all types of events (not just the convention event
type) and square footage of exhibit hall and ballroom space used.
The Austin Convention Center Vacant, or “Dark Days”3, for the last 5 years:
FY 2012
FY 2013
FY 2014
FY 2015
FY 2016
56
57
49
57
60
3
Note: Dark Days are defined as days when there are no events in the Exhibit Halls or Ballrooms.
Meetings rooms could still be utilized on a day that is considered a dark day.
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3. How many attendees have there been? How many hotel‐stay days?
See the chart above in response to item 1 for attendance information.
It is not possible to track actual hotel stays. We can only estimate room nights based on hotel
block estimates and adjustments based on hotel reservation trends related to booking “around”
and “outside” the block. Studies also show that a certain number of leisure travel days are
directly related to business travel. The table below shows adjustments for all of these factors,
but are still conservative estimates, since there is simply no way to definitively calculate room
nights attributed to Austin Convention Center Department (ACCD) business.

4. How do the Austin Convention Center’s prices compare to peer convention centers?
Each convention center utilizes a different business model, so it is not easy to compare prices,
and therefore, a simple comparison is not necessarily appropriate. Without in‐depth knowledge
of each center’s business model, comparisons are not readily available.
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5. How have the Austin Convention Center’s number of conventions and number of hotel‐stay days
compared to projections?
Reported Performance Measure results related to events and occupancy are reported in the
table below. The Austin Convention Center Department does not project hotel room nights, for
the reasons included in the response to item 3 above. Information related to all of ACCD’s
performance measures can be found at:
https://www.austintexas.gov/financeonline/finance/financial_docs.cfm?ws=1&pg=6

6. How much private convention floor space is there in the Austin market (e.g. in convention hotels)?
How much has been added in the last 5 years?
One of the biggest components of convention floor space is Exhibit Hall space. There are other
venues that have meeting and ballroom space, including in hotels, but there is not another
facility that provides the mix of Exhibit Hall, Ballroom and Meeting space, as well as the loading
dock space that can handle the larger convention events routinely held at the Austin Convention
Center. While hotel space can be used for smaller meetings and some small conventions, and
even in conjunction with events at the Austin Convention Center, the hotel space is not
sufficient to capture the lost business that the Austin Convention Center is experiencing today.
Below is a table of meeting space in Austin Hotels.
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