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NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW SHEET 

 

 

NEIGHORHOOD PLAN: East Cesar Chavez 

 

CASE#:  NPA-2018-0002.01.SH  DATE FILED: May 7, 2018 (Out-of-cycle) 

 

PROJECT NAME: Chalmers Court East 

 

PC DATE:  June 12, 2018 

 

ADDRESSES: 300 Chicon Street and 1600 E. 3rd Street  

 

DISTRICT AREA: 3    

 

SITE AREA:  8.01 acres 

 

APPLICANT:  City of Austin, Planning & Zoning Department (Maureen Meredith) 

 

OWNER:  Housing Authority of the City of Austin (Michael Gerber, Pres.  & CEO)  

 

AGENT:   Urban Design Groups, PC (Laura Toups) 

 

TYPE OF AMENDMENT: 

 

Change in Future Land Use Designation 

 

From: Multifamily   To: Specific Regulating District 

 

Base District Zoning Change 

 

Related Zoning Case: C14-2018-0050.SH & C14-2018-0051.SH 

From: MF-4-NP     To: TOD- Saltillo District 

  

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN ADOPTION DATE:  May 13, 1999  

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:  

 

To grant Specific Regulating District land use. Approved on the consent agenda by 

Commissioner Schissler, 2nd by Commissioner Shieh on a vote of 12-0. Commissioner 

Kenny absent. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   Recommended 

 

BASIS FOR STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION: Staff supports the change in the future 

land use map from Multifamily to Specific Regulating District, which will add the properties 
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to the Plaza Saltillo Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Regulating Plan. This plan 

amendment case and the two associated zoning cases were initiated by the City Council on 

October 12, 2017 by Resolution #20171012-018. 

 

 

LAND USE DESCRIPTIONS  

 

EXISTING LAND USE ON THE PROPERTY 

 

Multifamily Residential - Higher-density housing with 3 or more units on one lot. 

Purpose 

1. Preserve existing multifamily and affordable housing; 

2. Maintain and create affordable, safe, and well-managed rental housing; and 

3. Make it possible for existing residents, both homeowners and renters, to continue to live in 

their neighborhoods. 

4. Applied to existing or proposed mobile home parks. 

  

Application 

1. Existing apartments should be designated as multifamily unless designated as mixed use; 

2. Existing multifamily-zoned land should not be recommended for a less intense land use 

category, unless based on sound planning principles; and 

3. Changing other land uses to multifamily should be encouraged on a case-by-case basis. 

PROPOSED LAND USE ON THE PROPERTY 

  

Specific Regulating District - This map designation is intended for areas that have an adopted 

regulating plan.  This district will be identified on the Future Land Use Map, but is not 

considered a typical land use category.  The purpose of this designation is to make the user 

aware of the Regulating Plan and that it should be reviewed for development regulations. 
 

 
 

Approved Regulating Plans: 
 

1.   Plaza Saltillo TOD Station Area Plan 
 

2.   Martin Luther King (MLK) Boulevard TOD Station Area Plan 
 

3.   Lamar/Justin TOD Station Area Plan 
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BACKGROUND: The plan amendment application and the two associated zoning cases, 

C14-2018-0050.SH and C14-2018-0051.SH were initiated by the City Council by Resolution 

#20171012-018.  

 

The plan amendment application is to change the future land use on the property from Mixed 

Use to Specific Regulating District. There is a separate Code Amendment to include the 

properties to the Plaza Saltillo TOD. 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETINGS: The ordinance required community meeting was held on May 31, 

2018. Approximately 765 meeting notices were mailed to people who live or own property 

within 500 feet of the property, in addition to neighborhood groups and environmental 

organization who requested notification for the area. Nineteen people attended the meeting, 

which includes one City Staff member, members of Housing Authority of the City of Austin 

(HACA) and agents from the Urban Design Group and Nelson Architects working with 

HACA. 
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Pilar Sanchez, Vice President of Housing and Community Development at HACA, gave a 

presentation, that explained why City Council initiated the applications. She said that 

CodeNEXT rezoning of the property made it unclear what would be required so HACA 

approached the City Council to ask if the properties could be added to the Plaza Saltillo TOD 

which would provide clearer development standards. In addition, CodeNEXT rezonings 

would not affect properties within Regulating Districts which would provide more certainty. 

Council agreed to add the properties to the TOD and subsequently approved the Resolution 

on October 17, 2018. 

Ms. Sanchez said there are three phases to the project. The South site will be developed first, 

then the East site and the West site. See the PowerPoint presentation in the back of this 

report. The TOD does not require setback so they will be able to provide more units and the 

needed parking. See the presentation at the back of this report. 

After the presentation the following questions were asked: 

Q. I own the property next door and I can only develop to three stories. Does your 

zoning change affect my property? 

A. Our zoning change request won’t allow you to build any higher than what you are 

currently allowed. The rezoning is only for the HACA property. 

Q. In the pictures you show I don’t see where the parking is located? 

A. Yes, there will be parking. It is the gray area shown on the concept plan 

 

CITY COUNCIL DATE: June 28, 2018      ACTION: 

 

CASE MANAGER: Maureen Meredith   PHONE:   (512) 974-2695  

       

EMAIL:  Maureen.meredith@austintexas.gov       
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City Council Resolution Initiating Applications 
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(No letter received at this time) 

Letter from the East Cesar Chavez  
Neighborhood Plan Contact Team 
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