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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO:   Mayor and Council Members 
 
CC:  Spencer Cronk, City Manager 

Elaine Hart, Deputy City Manager 
Gina Fiandaca, Assistant City Manager 
 

FROM:  Robert Spillar, P.E., Director                     
Austin Transportation Department 

    
DATE:   May 21, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Micro-mobility Updates – Replacement of Item #58 with Item #59 on the May 

23, 2019 Council Agenda and UTC Recommendation  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
On March 23, 2019, staff asked for a postponement of item # 32, related to 12-1 (Traffic 
Regulation and Administration) and 12-2 (Bicycles), to continue key stakeholder outreach. 
 
Item #58 on the May 23, 2019, agenda is the carryover from the March 28, 2019, agenda and is 
being withdrawn and replaced with item #59.  
  
The additional time afforded Austin Transportation Department (ATD) resulted in a few changes 
to the proposed ordinance, including: 
 

• Split bicycles from the definition of micro-mobility. Bicycles are now defined separately 
from micro-mobility 

• Mention of dismount zone is removed. 
 
Some suggestions, that were not incorporated by ATD, for rider safety, include:  

• Delete definition of “child”. 
• Allowing riders to operate on prohibited streets or sidewalks. 
• Removal of the helmet provision for minors. 

 
The Urban Transportation Commission approved a 7-0 recommendation that the City Council 
review the recommendations made by the Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Councils regarding 
the shared micro-mobility ordinance changes. Additionally, the UTC approved a 6-1 
recommendation that when Council considers updates to Chapter 13, recommends that Council 
does not offer incumbent protection; remains fair to any applicants; takes into account the 
findings of the Austin Public Health study; and does not arbitrarily limit fleet size. 
 
Below are links to the recommendations from advisory groups and our City Commission: 
 

Group Name Recommendation(s) 
Bicycle Advisory Council BAC – March adopted recommendation (March Rider Ordinance) 
Bicycle Advisory Council BAC – draft recommendation 
Pedestrian Advisory Council PAC – adopted recommendation (May) 
Urban Transportation 
Commission 

UTC – draft May 2019 minutes w/ recommendation (see item B) 

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.austintexas.gov%2Fedims%2Fdocument.cfm%3Fid%3D316541&data=02%7C01%7CJason.Redfern%40austintexas.gov%7C8e639a5deb334d67b56808d6dd3d26a7%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C636939652035691227&sdata=vm7hlQFrsrJdozCN98rzYwybDh10vd%2FmlPDsd4ZePl8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.austintexas.gov%2Fedims%2Fdocument.cfm%3Fid%3D319742&data=02%7C01%7CJason.Redfern%40austintexas.gov%7C8e639a5deb334d67b56808d6dd3d26a7%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C636939652035691227&sdata=TiEDy9uqPVBg4gy%2BuogacW2pNvyvSxAgDIaSpFGv7ho%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.austintexas.gov%2Fedims%2Fdocument.cfm%3Fid%3D319022&data=02%7C01%7CJason.Redfern%40austintexas.gov%7C8e639a5deb334d67b56808d6dd3d26a7%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C636939652035701217&sdata=3GeCJyWJVLLTqiEtyi96rxdcSnLElyTmVYTnL4KzLn4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.austintexas.gov%2Fedims%2Fdocument.cfm%3Fid%3D319630&data=02%7C01%7CJason.Redfern%40austintexas.gov%7C8e639a5deb334d67b56808d6dd3d26a7%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C636939652035701217&sdata=TGgkl9WbggYGLHKe%2BLnv1KJqGaXBBpj4TaBZ2cDNVcw%3D&reserved=0
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Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jason JonMichael, Assistant 
Director, at (512) 974- 7028 or Jason Redfern, Parking Enterprise Manager at 
Jason.redfern@austintexas.gov or (512) 974-7020. 
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