MAPPING EXPERT
Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission of Austin

The Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission (ICRC) of Austin, Texas is seeking an
expert in voting-district mapping. The Commission is responsible for adopting a plan to set
boundaries of ten districts, each to elect one Austin City Councilor.
The Mapping Expert will have experience in creating district maps that have met the
requirements of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965. You will help Commissioners and staff to
obtain, analyze and present statistics on demographics, voting age population and other
pertinent data. You will have expertise with mapping software i.e. geographic information
systems (GIS). You will also work closely with Commissioners to gain community input at public
hearings throughout Austin as required by the Commission.
General Information
City of Austin voters approved Proposition 3, a City Charter amendment commonly referred to
as “10-ONE” in November 2012. The Charter amendment provides for the election of City
Council Members from 10 geographic single-member districts with the Mayor elected from the
City at-large, beginning with the November 2014 election.
The Contractor will have experience in creating district maps that have met the requirements of
the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965. The Contractor will help Commissioners and staff to
obtain, analyze and present statistics on demographics, voting age population and other
pertinent data. Contractor will have expertise with mapping software i.e. geographic information
systems (GIS) and will work closely with Commissioners to gain community input at public
hearings throughout Austin as required by the Commission.
The contractor will report to the ICRC and serve at the pleasure of the Commission until a
redistricting plan has been fully adopted and any challenges to it resolved, estimated to be six
months starting as soon as possible.

The Commission’s Duties
1. Conduct duties with integrity and fairness;
2. Conduct an open and transparent process to enable full public consideration of and comment
on the drawing of district lines to include an open hearing process;
3. Draw district lines in accordance with specific redistricting criteria in the Charter;
4. Adopt a final redistricting plan and certify the plan to the Austin City Council;

5. Issue a report that explains the basis on which the Commission made its decisions.
The contractor for this position will report to and serve at the pleasure of the Commission until a
redistricting plan has been adopted and any challenges to it resolved, starting no later than
Sept. 1, 2021.
Scope of Services
The successful firm or organization will provide a full scope of services in order to assist the
ICRC with professional and thorough creation of maps. These services include but are not
limited to the following:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Attend all required/requested public ICRC meetings and hearings.
Provide expert on-site mapping services with the latest census and voting age statistics.
Provide the ICRC with mapping software with real-time capability to assess outcomes of
changing district boundaries at public hearings and Commission meetings.
Display maps in format accessible to the public, including internet, print and multimedia.
Assist Commissioners and ICRC staff to obtain, analyze and present statistics on
demographics, voting age population and other pertinent data.
Advise Commissioners and ICRC staff as to effects of any potential boundary lines on
ability to satisfy requirements of the charter.
Meet and discuss with ICRC Chair and members, ICRC staff and city staff as needed.
Be able to begin services no later than September 1, 2021.
Contribute methodology and other information to the Commission’s final report.

Minimum Qualifications
Eligibility Requirements
Within the five years immediately preceding the date of application, neither the contractor nor its
sub-contractor have:
●
●
●
●

Been appointed to, elected to, or have been a candidate for state or city office;
Been a registered state or local lobbyist;
Served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political party or of the campaign
committee of a candidate for elective state, county or city office;
Contributed or bundled $1000 or more in aggregate to candidates for City of Austin
elective office in the last city election.

Within the three years immediately preceding the date of application, neither the contractor nor
its sub-contractor has:
●

Been a paid employee of the City of Austin;

●

Been a person performing paid services under a professional or political contract to the
City of Austin, to the City Council, or to any member of the City Council; any controlling
person of any such consultant; or a spouse of any of the foregoing.(II.3.(I)(3)

The contractor will have five or more years of relevant mapping experience (i.e. with GIS
software).
The contractor is dedicated to transparency, nonpartisanship and independence from City
government.
The contractor has ample experience in creating maps that are informative, reader-friendly and
clearly outline the client’s goals.
The contractor will ensure access to mapping software by the Commission to be used on an
individual basis to draw and view maps, at no additional cost to the Commission.
Additional Services for Consideration: Ability to provide mapping demonstrations for the
general public during office hours. Great public speaking and presentation skills; experience
speaking to the media.
To apply, first make sure you meet eligibility requirements above. Then submit a cover
letter, resume, three professional references, and salary requirement by 5 pm Central
Time on July 30, 2021 to Matt Dugan at matthew.dugan@austintexas.gov.

