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SEVERE 
EROSION OF 
BUTTERMILK 

CREEK

RiveraA
Text Box
 146 HPD



ENTIRE 25’ HEALTHY TREES UPROOTED 
AND WASHED DOWN STREAM

LAND HAS BEEN LOST TO UNCONTROLLED EROSION

THESE TREES ARE THE NEXT EROSION VICTIMS



BUTTERMILK CREEK IN 2012 SAME LOCATION 2021…notice the widened distance between the banks  



WAT E RS H E D  P R OT E C T I O N NEGLECTION O F   B U T T E R M I L K  C R E E K    
Watershed Dept. materials washed away and trapped along creek bed 

Resident’s deck supports are cracking and collapsing as the hillside erodes away



In 2020, CoA addressed urgent erosion concerns of Buttermilk Creek at 
the development site and acknowledged additional work is required to 
restore the riparian zone and to stabilize the embankment of Buttermilk 
Creek.
The 2020-21 CoA Budget proposes a 5-yr (2021-2025) CIP Spend Plan of 
$3,500,000 for Erosion Control and $1,300,000 for Water Quality 
Improvements of Buttermilk Creek which should be fully expended 
BEFORE any zoning change approvals.

CoA has proposed $5 million to address the public safety and 
environmental concerns. Let's ensure the Watershed professionals 
receive the funding to address the public safety and environmental 
concerns.



“UPPER” BUTTERMILK CREEK NEEDS TO BE STABILIZED LIKE “LOWER”

THE EXACT SAME ISSUE FROM 2016 NEEDS THE EXACT SAME ATTENTION NOW. 



Residents OPPOSE 67 FEET Structure

Where is the DETENTION POND going? 
Why not in the diagram? Not enough space nor depth 
to adequately protect Buttermilk Creek from 
excessive runoff!  

RESIDENTS WITHIN 200 FT. OPPOSE THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT; WANT TO PROTECT BUTTERMILK CREEK

RESIDENTS 
STRONGLY 
OPPOSE 
ZONE 
CHANGE

No = OPPOSED
T = Home in a trust; additional documentation required
LLC = corporate entities

SLOPING 
DESIGN w/ 
RUNOFF TO 
CREEK



Developer suggests children use the basketball courts 
behind Virginia Brown Rec. Center for “outdoor recreation.” 
(TDCHA application #21047, pg. 95) 

The basketball court
is secluded and has 

an abundance of
discarded alcoholic 
beverage 
bottles/cans
and some drug 
paraphernalia.
The courts are 
generally unkept 
and in need of 
repair

KIDS MUST 
WALK 25 
MINUTES 

ALONG THE 
HIGHWAY

TO REACH 
COURTSPOOL is the size of 6 car parking spaces

PLAY GROUND is the size of 2 parking spaces
(TDCHA application #21047, pg. 315) 

INADEQUATE ON-SITE RECREATION PLANNED 



UNSAFE pedestrian route to reach “outdoor recreation”

UNSAFE FOR 
KIDS TO BE 
WALKING



UNSAFE FOR 
KIDS TO BE 
WALKING



CROSSING  8  EIGHT LANES
IS UNSAFE FOR KIDS



DISTRACTED 
KIDS

HAZARD FOR 
DRIVERS



KIDS WILL EXPLORE! 
HOMELESS KEEP 

FENCES &  GATES OPEN



DRIVERS @ BLESSING AVE. 
PULLING OUT & LOOKING TO 

ONCOMING TRAFFIC 
WON’T SEE CROSSING KIDS



DEVELOPMENT HAS LOW MOBILITY & CONNECTIVITY. 
TENANTS HAVE TO WALK ALONG HIGHWAY & HIGH CRASH ROAD 

TO GET TO BUS STOPS. 



NEIGHBORHOOD ALREADY HAS 
EXTREMELY DIVERSE 
HOUSING TYPES 

WITHIN 1 MILE 
Federal Gov’t Housing Complex
Mobile Home Park
Senior/Disabled Housing Complex
10 Section 8 Duplexes
9 Low-Income Apartments
6 Income Based Apartments

Coronado Hills has an 
IMBALANCE of Sigle 
Family  & Multi-Family…  
significantly higher percentage 
of land dedicated to Multi-
Family housing (27%) vs. the 
Urban Core (11%)…with no 
land (0%) dedicated for 
public open space and 
recreation. (pg. 81, NP)



Coronado Hills has an 
IMBALANCE of Sigle 
Family  & Multi-Family…  
significantly higher percentage 
of land dedicated to Multi-
Family housing (27%) vs. the 
Urban Core (11%)…with no 
land (0%) dedicated for 
public open space and 
recreation. (pg. 81, NP)

We ONLY have 208 homes of the 1567+ Total Units

Pg. 82, SJCHC Neighborhood Plan

NEIGHBORHOOD ALREADY HAS 
EXTREMELY DIVERSE 
HOUSING TYPES 



We’ve tolerated 
neighbors who 
seem NOT to 
respect the 
appearance of 
Coronado Hills.  

PLEASE DENY 
the Zoning 
Change  
Request



1. As citizens, we are deeply invested in the 
environmental sustainability of Buttermilk Creek.

2. As a community, we are very concerned about the 
Location Dangers

3. As a neighborhood, we value the diversity and 
variety of housing types within our existing 
community.

4. As individual property owners, we advocate for 
the protection of our homesteads and the safety of 
our families.

PLEASE DENY the Zoning Change  Request











To: Austin City Council Representatives 

July 17 2021 

RE: Request for Zoning Change for Six Story Multi-family Apartment Building (CASE: C14-2021-0023.SH) 

My wife and I live in the Coronado Hills Neighborhood and are opposed to the zoning change to allow 
the construction of a sixty-seven (67) foot multi-family apartment building immediately adjacent to our 
neighborhood’s cul-de-sacs on our northern boundary.   

While our home is not directly affected by this proposed project, we believe it is important that all of 
our neighbors deserve to have the same privacy and security that we enjoy in our home.  The height of 
the building will provide a view directly down into the back yards of our neighbors who live in the cul-
de-sacs.  While we believe strongly in the need to expand opportunities for adequate affordable housing 
for our citizens here in Austin, it is a fact that our neighborhood  already has a high density of multi-
family housing units and a wide variety of housing types within a one mile radius of our neighborhood. 
This is not typical for most neighborhoods here in Austin.  These housing units are diverse and serve low 
income families.  St. George Court for the elderly and disabled and Austin Housing Authority duplexes 
for low income families are both located along Coronado Hills Drive and border our east neighborhood 
boundary.  A couple of blocks to the southwest of our neighborhood are two large apartment multi-
family units that accept discount vouchers under the Section 8 Program. 

Buttermilk Creek forms the northern boundary of our neighborhood running from the northwest to the 
northeast portion of the neighborhood.  The Creek has experienced significant erosion damage and the 
city has done nothing to respond to the complaints of our neighbors in the cul-de-sacs bordering on the 
Creek.  Parts of their yards and foundations are at risk.  While funds have been proposed on the City 
Capital Improvement Project over the last couple of years, no work has been done.  We don’t believe 
any new building projects should be approved until such time that Buttermilk Creek erosion issues has 
been corrected.  Approving any type of the multi-story structure along this northern boundary would 
overwhelm the capacity of the Buttermilk Creek to handle the run-off.      

My wife and I have lived in the Coronado Hills Neighborhood for 44 years.  It has a long history of 
diversity and continues that tradition.  We have three daughters that grew up in this neighborhood and 
attended Andrews Elementary School, Pearce Middle School and graduated from Reagan High School.   I 
retired eight years ago but we decided to remain in the neighborhood because we continued to feel 
comfortable and safe here.         

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

David & Sandra Risher 
7304 Glenhill Rd., 78752 
Home Number:  512-451-7084 
Email:
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