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SUBJECT: C14H-04-0032 - Gordon and Margaret Catterall Mills House - Conduct a public hearing and
approve an ordinance amending Chapter 25-2 of the Austin City Code by rezoning property locally
known as 2524 Harris Boulevard from family residence (SF-3) district zoning to family residence-historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Historic Landmark Commission recommendation: To grant family
residence-historic (SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Zoning and Platting Commission recommendation:
To grant family residence-historic (SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Applicants: Bryan and Jenni
Chester. City Staff: Steve Sadowsky, 974-6454.
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DEPARTMENT: and Zoning AUTHORIZATION: Greg Guernsey

RCA Serial*: 10571 Date: 12/01/05 Original: Yes Published:

Disposition: ' Adjusted version published:



ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER; C14H-04-0032 TTT.cnATF.i January 24,2005
September 26,2005

ZAP DATE; November 15,2005

AEEA: 12,535 square feet

APPLICANT: Bryan and Jenni Chester, owners

HTftTOFTC N^ffF; Gordon and Margaret Catterall Mills House

WATCRSrTF-P-' Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 2524 Harris Boulevard

ZONING FROM; SF-3 ZONING TO; SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence - Historic (SF-3-H)
combining district zoning for the property's significance in the areas of architecture and historical
associations.

FTTST0RTr LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION; January 24,2005: Recommended
historic zoning for the house with the condition that the case not move forward until the modem
alterations to the appearance of the house have been reversed, specifically the French doors.
Vote: 6-0-1.(West recused; Fowler absent). September 26,2005: Recommended the proposed
zoning change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence - Historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning now that the historic appearance of the house has been
restored. Vote: 4-0-1 (West abstaining; Hansen and Limbacher absent).

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence - Historic (SF-3-H)
combining district zoning. Vote: 6-0-1 (Hawthorne off dais; Baker abstaining).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house has a Texas Historical Marker, and is contributing
to the Old West Austin National Register Historic District. It is located outside of the scope of
the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). The owners have restored the facade of
the house bv replacing the French doors with windows which match the original configuration.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: December 1,2005 ACHQM:

ORDINANCE READINGS: 1OT 2™ 3™ ORDINANCE NUMBER:

CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky EHQME: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD OP<?ANT7ArTI91Ss Femberton Heights Neighborhood Association



BASK FOR RECOMMENDATION:
The ca. 1937 house is over 50 years old, retains a high degree of architectural integrity, has a
Texas Historical Marker, and is significant for its architecture and historical associations:

ARCHITECTURE
The ca. 1931 Gordon and Margaret Catterall Mills House embodies the elements of Colonial
Revival architecture, very popular as a period style in the 1920s and 1930s. The Colonial Revival
took eighteenth century American architecture as its archetype, and features a plain, symmetrical
facade, central entry with sidelights, central front porch, side-gabled composition, and multiple-
light windows, all of which are found on the Mills House.

The house was extensively remodeled in the 1970s, with the removal of the original front porch,
replacement of the first story front windows with French doors, and construction of a full-width,
full-height porch. The new porch comports with the elements of Colonial Revival styling; the
French doors do not. The current owners have replaced the French doors with windows
matching the size and configuration of the originals.

The Mills constructed a bomb shelter on the property in 1961.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
The Mills House is located in Pemberton Heights, a 1920s suburb, which opened for development
after the completion of the 24th Street bridge across Shoal Creek. Noted for its attention to the
goals of the City Beautiful movement, Pemberton Heights contains curving streets, small green
areas, and architect-designed houses. Pemberton Heights was one of the first "automobile"
suburbs of Austin - when automobiles became commonplace, many people moved out of the
congested urban core to suburban areas. Ownership of an automobile and the development of
suburbs like Pemberton Heights changed the face of the city. No longer did people have to live
within walking- or public transportation distance from their workplace - the automobile allowed
them the freedom to move further out from the urban core. The developers of Pemberton Heights
designed this suburb to make it attractive to middle-class home-buyers who could afford an
automobile. Deed restrictions in Pemberton specified the minimum cost for a house in the
neighborhood, ensuring consistency in me type and size house which could be built, and
protected its exclusively residential character by prohibiting businesses in contrast to older areas
of the city where businesses and residences intermingled.

The house was purchased by Fred Caterall shortly before its completion in 1937 for his daughter
and son-in-law, Gordon and Margaret Catterall Mills. Gordon Mills, bom in Maine, moved to
Austin in 1935 to become the vice president and general manager of his father-in-law's business,
Walker's Avstex Chili, which helped introduce and popularize Mexican food throughout the
country. T.B. Walker, a wholesale grocer who also canned chili con came, started the company
around the turn of the 20* century. Walker's business foiled in 1913, and the company was
purchased by Catterall, who changed the name to Walker's Austex Chili Company in 1932.
Under Gordon Mills' leadership, the company became the largest producer of canned chili con
came and tamales in the country. During World War n, Mills contracted with the government to
provide rations for the military. He also organized the fund drive to establish the Austin and
Travis County Animal Shelter.



PARCEL NO.! 0116Q013Q4QQOQ DEED RECORD; Docket No. 1999130165

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 6, and the South 40 feet of Lot 5, and the North 10 feet of Lot 7,
Block 8, Pemberton Heights, Section 2.

ANNUAL CITY TAX ABATEMENT: $2,000 (50% of estimated city taxes is $1,823).

APPRAISED VALUE; $739,932

PRESENT USEi Residence

CONSTRUCTION/DESCRIPTION! Two-story rectangular-plan side-gabled Colonial Revival-
styled frame house with full-width, full-height front porch on plain square wood posts, central
entry with sidelights, and multiple light fenestration.

CONDITION! Excellent.

PRESENT OWNER
Bryan and Jcnni Chester
2524 Harris Boulevard
Austin, Texas 78703

DATE BUILT; ca. 1937

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS! Extensive modification of the facade in 1970s including the
removal of the original front porch and first-floor windows and replacement with a full-width,
full-height porch and French doors in place of the windows; ca. 1958 addition by Mills family;
enclosure of side porch at unknown date; construction of solarium and additions to rear, ca. 2000
by present owners. The present owners removed the 1970s siding from the house and restored the
original redwood siding. The owners have also now replaced the French doors with windows
matching the originals in size and configuration.

ORIGINAL OWNERIS): Fred Catterall (1937)

OTHER HT§TQFTCAT DESIGNATIONS'.
The house has a subject marker from the Texas Historical Commission (2004) recognizing its
association with Gordon Mills. It is contributing to the Old West Austin National Register
Historic District, but outside the bounds of the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).
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TAX CERTIFICATE
i Nelda Welle Spears
/County Tax ABeeasor-

P.O. Box 1748
Austin, Texas 78767

(512) 854-9473

NO 118292

ACCOUNT NUMBER) 01-1600-1304-0000

PROPERTY OWNER i

CHESTER BRYAN A &
JENNIFER R DICKERSON
2524 HARRIS BLVD
AUSTIN, TX 78703-2408

PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONi

LOT 6 *& S 40 FT OF
LOT 5 *& N 10 FT OF
LOT 7 BLK 8 --
PEMBERTON HEIGHTS SEC 2

ACRES 0.000 MIN* .00000 TYPE

SITUS INFORMATION] 002524 HARRIS BV 00000

.s IB to certify
: 01 lowing taxes, a_^__^ _ __„ -.— .., « _._,_.___.
Lescribea property of Che following tax unit(s) t

t after a careful check of tax records of this office, the
ent taxes, penalties,and interests are due on the

YEAR ENTITY
2004 AUSTIN ISD

CITY OF AUSTIN (TRAV)
TRAVIS COUNTY
HOSPITAL DISTRICT
ACC TTRAVISJ

TOTAL SEQUENCE 0

TOTAL TAX:
UNPAID FEES:
INTEREST ON FEES:
COMMISSION:
TOTAL DUE -->

TOTAL
11,765.65
3,277.90
2,883.96
461.13
659.28

19,047.92

19,047.92
* NONE *
* NONE *
* NONE *

19,047.92

ALL TAXES PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING THE YEAR 2004 EXCEPT FOR UNPAID
YEARS LISTED ABOVE.

$.00

>erty may be subject to .special valuation based on itsTne above described property may DC subject to special valuation oasea on
use, and additional rollbacjc taxes may become due. (Section 23.55, State
Property Tax Code) . . . . .
Pursuant to Section 31.08 of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of
$10.00 for all Tax Certificates.

Fee Paid: $10.00
Nelda Wells Spears
Tax Assessor-Collector

By. UjL

MORALES printed on 11/18/2004 0 10:45:39:44 Page#
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Historic Landmark Commission January 24,2006
Minutes

B. Public Hearing To DIBCUBS And Take Action

4. C14H-04-0032 - Gordon and Margaret Catterall Mills House
2624 Harris Boulevard
Owner's application for historic zoning
Owner: Bryan and Jenni Chester
City Staff Steve Sadowsky, Historic Preservation Office, 974-6454

COMMISSION ACTION: HANSENMATHER

MOTION: RECOMMEND A ZONING CHANGE, FROM FAMILY RESIDENCE (JSF-8)

DISTRICT TO FAMILY RESIDENCE - HISTORIC 05F-8-H) COMBINING

DISTRICT ZONING BASED UPON ITS AGE, AND ITS ARCHITECTURAL AND

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS WITH THE CONDITION THAT THE CASE NOT

MOVE FORWARD UNTIL A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

APPLICATION HAS BEEN FILED TO REVERSE MODERN CHANGES TO THE

FACADE, SPECIFICALLY TO REPLACE THE FRENCH DOORS WITH

WINDOWS.

AYES: BUNTON, HANSEN. LAKY, LEARY, LMBACHER, AND MATHER
RECUSED: WEST
ABSENT: FOWLER
MOTION CARRIED BY A VOTE OF 6-0-1

Last printed 9/22/2005 1:18 AM Page 3 of 6



A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING

PROJECT INFORMATION:

» - ' - ' - - - . ' ~ X

BASIC PROJECT DATA:

1. OWNER'S NAME:
2. PROJECT NAME: G#U>&7

ArJb

3. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (or Range):
ZIP ~tK7ir?> _^__^_ COUNTY: T30W.5
IF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABOVE:
LOCATED FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N. S. E. W. (CIRCLE ONE1 SIDE OF

(ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO), WHICH IS
APPROXIMATELY ; DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH • CROSS STREET.

AREATOBEREZONED:

4. ACRES
*/-***

(OR)

3. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:

EXISTING
ZONING

EXISTING
USE

TRACT*
(IF MORE
THANIi

SQ.FT.

l4j./i«
* /rf,

cr

. - . . . .
ACRES / S6. FT. . - PROPOSED PROPOSED

ZONING

RELATED CURRENT CASES:

6. ACTIVE ZONING CASE? (YES /
7. RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES /
8. SUBDIVISION? (YES
9. SITE PLAN? (YES /

FILE NUMBER:
FILE NUMBER:
FILE NUMBER:
FILE NUMBER:

Revised June 30.2002



f )
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION (SUBDIVISION REFERENCE OR METEj BOUNDS):

10a. SUBDIVISION REFERENCE: Name:
Block(s)
Plat Book:
Number'

Lotfs
Page

Outlot(s)

10b. METES AND BOUNDS (Attach two copies of certified field notes If subdivision reference Is not available or
zoning Includes partial lots)

' • . v "_ .

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL I.D.:

> 11. VOLUME: PAGE: TAX PARCEL LD. NO.

OTHER PROVISIONS:

12. IS PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT / OVERLAY ZONE?
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY ZONE (NCCD.NP, etc).

13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? <YE§/ NO
14. IS A TIA REQUIRED? YES(fR§? (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS NOtCHANGlNO)
TRIPS PER DAY: ^_
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S): :

OWNERSHIP TYPE:

13. SOLE COMMUNITY PROPERTY PARTNERSHIP .̂CORPORATION TRUST

If ownership Is other than sole or community property, list tndivlduals/partner's/prlnclpals below or attach separate sheet.

OWNER INFORMATION:

16. OWNER CONTAffitWFORMATION
SIGNATURE:
FIRM NAME: _&£
STREET ADDRESS:
CITY:: A?

NAME:
TELEPHONE NUMBER:

ZIP CODE:
EMAIL ADDRESS:

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

17. AGENT CONTACT INFORMATION
SIGNATURE:
FIRM NAME:

NAME: . _
TELEPHONE NUMBER:

STREET ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE:
CONTACT PERSON:

ZIP CODE:
TELEPHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL ADRESS:

DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

Revised June 30.2002



D. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUBMITTAL VERIOA-DON
My signature attests to the fact that the attached application package Is complete and accurate to the best of my
knowledge. I understand that proper City ttaff review of this application is dependent upon the accuracy of the Information
provided and that any Inaccurate or Inadequate Information provided by me/my firm/etc., may delay the proper review of
this application.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIBM/IEPRESENTED. IF APPLICABLE.

Name (Typed or Printed)

Firm (If applicable)

INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

As owner or authorized agent, my signature authorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this
application IF b.Ving rubmittcd. " • • • * ' -

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRMREPRESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

Signature Date

or Printed)

Firm (If applicable)

Revised June 30.2002



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

concerning
Subdivision Plat Notes, Deed Restrictions,

Restrictive Covenants
and / or

Zoning Conditional Overlays

I, yrtVAf "4JT&L- _ have checked for subdivision plat notes, deed
restrictions,

(Print nama of applicant)

restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays prohibiting certain uses and/or requiring certain
development restrictions i.e. height, access, screening etc. on this property, located at

(Address or Ugai Description)

tf a conflict should result with the request 1 am submitting to the City of Austin due to subdivision plat notes,
deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays ft will be my responsibility to resolve
tt t also acknowledge that I understand the Implications of use and/or development restrictions that are a
result of a subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays.

I understand that tf requested, I must provide copies of any and all subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions,
restrictive covenants and/or Zoning conditional overlay Information which may apply to this property.

pTJcant's signature) (Date)

Revised June 30.2002 10



F. 1: Historical Documentation - Deed Chronology

Deed Research for (fill In address)

List Deeds chronologically, beginning with earlldst transaction first and proceeding through present ownership.
The first transaction listed should date at least back to when the original builder of any historic structures on
the s/fe first acquired the property (I.e., should pre-date the construction of any buildings/structures on the
Bite). Please use the format delineated below.

For each transaction please Include: name of Grantor/Grantee, date of transaction, legal description Involved,
price, and volume/page number of deed records. If there Is a mechanic's lien please copy the entire
document.

Example:

Transaction VolTPage

John Doe to Mary Smith, Vol. 52, pp. 22-60
tots 1*3. Block B, Driving Park Addition
March 13. 1882
$2500

Mary Smith, estate, to Ingrid Jones Vol. 409, pp. 552-554
Lots 1-2. Block B, Driving Park Addition
January 12. 1903

(Continue through the present) y^ I

u
L

„

Revised June 30.2002 • 11



F. 2: Historical Documentation - Occupancy History

Occupancy Research for (fill In address) f&M&J

Using Cffy Dfrecforfes available et the Austin History Center or other Information available, please provide a
chronology of all occupants of the property fromdts construction to the present. For commercial property,
please provide residential Information on business owner as well.

\

Year Occupant Name and Reference Source

1872-1673 A.S. Roberts, Dry Goods and general groceries provisions, City Directories
e s Congress b Hickory and Ash Streets

A.S. Roberts (Ada), Roberts Dry Goods, r. 61 0 W. 1 2th Street. 2.

1877-76 Jones, David W., Wholesale Furniture dealer and carpets, 806 City Directories
Congress Avenue .

Jones. David W. (Martha), Furniture Dealer, r. 312 W. 5* Street. 4.

(Continue through the present)

Revised June 30.2002 12
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JTf OF AUSTIN - PROJECT PERfj Printed 20 January 2005

PERMIT MO.
00018437

STATUS
ACTIVE

TYPE
R

ADDRESS
2524 HARRIS BLVD

DATE

24-OCT-OO

r
PEMBERTON HEIGHTS SECTION 2

PIAT

159
ZONE HT.4

SF-3

•LOCK

8

BUBDNI8IOK

LOT

LT6&S40' OF LT5&N10' OF LT7

AREA
PARMHQ

KEQD. PROVO.

SPECIAL PERMfT NO. TOTAL SQ. FT.

589
WORK PERMITTED

ADDITION REMODEL
V

.

PERMfT CLERK "\

VOLPE. M

MH24

ORID

PROPOSED OCCUPANCY

ADD 1ST FLR SOLARIUM, COVD/UNCOVD PATIOS, ENLARGE 2ND
FLR MASTER BEDROOM & REMODEL 2ND FLR BATHROOM
VALUATION TYPE C

$50.000

BASEMEKT

N

i

ON8T. . USE. CAT.

R4-0
HJILDINQ D MENSION9

GROUP FLOORS

2

BLDOS

1

M1N.VTD.

N

UNFTB

ONR

N
J

/
C
o
N
T
R
A
C
T
O
R
S

\

OWNER/CONTR. BRYAN CHESTER

BUILDING WILMINGTON-GORDON. INC

ELECTRICAL ROGER A VAUGHAN

MECHANICAL THOMAS A EHRLICH

PLUMBING ALFRED EDWARD VINLOVE

SIDEWALK/DRIVE

SIGN

ROOF /SIDE

ELEC SERVICE FEE

PLAN CHECK FEE

PHONE

474-2995

454-7070

FEE

$146

$76

$70

$70

PAID DATE "N

10/24/2000

01/09/2001

01/09/2001

01/08/2001

ETJFEE TOTAL FEE TOTAL PAID

$362 $362
J

C.O. MAILING ADDRESS

REQUIRED
INSPECTIONS

BUILDING
MECHANICAL
ELECTRIC
PLUMBING

Approval of the final plumbing Inspection, If required, eervea as
completion and approval of a customer service Inspection, as
required by 30 TAG. 20.46 0).

REMARKS tC-4127»30% BY TAKING AND/OR PAYING FOR THIS PERMIT
APPLICATION, YOU ARE DECLARING YOU ARE THE
OWNER OR HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED BY THE OWNER
OR OWNERS TO SUBMFT THIS APPLICATION, THAT
THE GIVEN DATA ARE TRUE FACTS AND THAT THE
WORK WILL CONFORM TO THE PLANS AND
SPECIFICATIONS SUBMITTED HEREWITH:

THIS IS A RECEIPT OF PAYMENT FOR FEE OR FEES
AS MARKED PAID.

TO SCHEDULE AN INSPECTION. CALL 480-0623.

Pago 1 of 2



N E W S L E T T E R or THE P C M B E R T O N HE IGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD A S S O C I A T I O N

T H E C A T T E R A L L M I L L S H O U S E

ved history and old homei In'1999,
'. .'when they .bought die house at 25^4 Harric Boulevard, they knew trbrn the
' tort ACT w^^tr^to restart It Ba^^

L h ' "••• • ' • / ' • - •>'•'•* ' • - . » . . . ' " • ' . - ' ' . '
-Tbclr ieseanji;began at jjhe Austin History .Center. They wpre able to find.

. o!4 fftiotdgraphs ef die house and contact, family meabfczs of the original
* owners, with ike tictj? of local a^nlcect Hick Deavei,. who tpeciaf lites irt
•; old home restoration, ~ttie house now lootrf very muchJLlke It tnd close to. 70
';.yeana$k ' • " ' . ' * ' ' . - ' . ' - . . " * ' - • * - '-. •''* ' •' • -. V ' . ' '

The Oiterall Mills HQUSC is an Early Amerfcan Georgian Revlvaj. Jt Is a
- plain, symmetrical, wood fame itrucnire covered witrued wood siding. The .

design Is derived from die Early Georgian house (1700-1800). Identified with
' American Independence, this type jof house was made popular by Qtotge '
Va^htngtoh'aMountVernoru • : ' _ ( • : ' . - '. ' . • . 'f ' „ .

•• -The house has Kane unusual architectural features including a bomb shelter
ti trie backyard built during the Cold 'War with Russia; Tne second <twner1

ttottie Bull added an Icgilian marble fireplace; stained glato'window* and front
. <Joon from' a'church. InrBastror^ and tin celling tllea fai'tfie. living rbdm. She

' ' * ' ' ' "

S U M M E R 200-1

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

. Saturday August 28th .
Howsori Library ; -

2500 Exposition Blvd., 1-Jpm

l*2pm - Ugtt Rafl and *' ''..
Commuter foil -How will It

1 affect Pemberton Heights! . '
Presentation by Capital Metro :.,

l-3pm * Revised local Historic "
District Ordinance * How will It
affectPembertoh Heights?- * ••
Presentation by Laurie Lfan&ache1\
and John Donlst " ; • . ' • " . *'

Please email blblls^ustinJT.com
Jf yiu plan to attend.. " .* ;

FALL is JUST AROUND
THE CORNER

Lark four calendars foi the
Annual Fall Picnic and make & note .
of the new date. ''October 24. We
will -have our usual fun chli3rcn> .. •••
activities along with sora Interesting
Infoxmadon, tables, i^LtKy S^ay from

/the City of Austin will have an .
Information tablet on the fjowvon .
Vibrary re-landscaping project which
tn.clude8 eoologtcafly-friendlv and - ,'
low-water using landscaping' '
techniques. . :- ".v . :•

Later thla.Winter, plans are being,/.
m$de to. ofier carriage riifes dirou^i
'the ncigtiborKood to view' the holiday
.lights.. There. Wilt be hot̂ chocolate"-
and was^el available along oV-Way.
So, plan ahead to put'up.aa«xtra
•(ring of U^Kts 10 the neighborhood
will loot especially festive.



- • *, continued frpmpagt I'
also added the front porch and. ' • •
columns and replaced all of die front''
first floor windows with french doors.
She covered the horizontal red wood
Jldlng with vertical tcdar *Ming. ••'

* * " '* *
Bryan and'Jennl testored'many of the .
original feature* oTthe, home _ •
InclUo'lng.the horizontal redwood
tiding and die original oak floors/

While researching their home, the
'Chesters discovered, that the first •
owners, Gordon -E Mills and
Margaret Catterall Mills were' very
.prominent Austinites diroughout the' "

.* • Gordon Hdridge Mills .was bom in .
<; .. Maine In the early 190CXs. He was an

' orphan raised by his siblings and .
*• v educated atfcjutgers University in- .

. .New Jersey. He married tfargaret in.
• _' ,-1933 and they moved to Austin in .

•' '1935 io'he could go to work *k his .
'*•' fethet-in-law at the \^alker Austex .

.'..' 'Chili Company. It-was there that
Gordon distinguished himself as a key • -

;v tusiness and d vie leader. His 20. year '
„". . tenure at Austex included Vice \..-' '

£ ••'President and:GeneraI Manager. ;

\-;' Many of you may h&ve never heard.
i-w ' of Austex Chili; but in the 1930*5 .
.. there were 3 roajor businesses In' '.
. * Austin;-, the. University,, the " ; •" . .

.' • GovipmmCTitt and- Austex Chill/
xbcatedat 310 San Antonio, it was

*'. •'' die'largest factory of Its kind fathe
' United States'. Hp&yed A dominant -'

;. •' tote tn popularizing Mexican style
. . feods throu^iout die country. '

• .' ,!><rfi^WOTld\^n(G(or^w« • ; * •
.. ' instrumental In negotiating a con-. •
,'' tract to provide C-Rations (Army)' t

.' ^-and K^ Radons (r^vy) forcer troops.',

wife Margaret were very.mvolved in
die Austin Symphony, the local art

" scene, die Austin^Country Club and
: --the Men's and^qmen'* Golf ' ^
.Awocladon; Gordon î as a charter ._
member of the Chamber qf Commerce,
and the Better Business Bureau. .

One of.Gofdon Mills most notable .."
achlevenxe^ta was tis myblvement in
the creation of the AusQn Hiimane
Society, tie organfeed die driye that. '-
raised die funds to build dje Austin,.
and Travis Cpunty Animal Shdrer at
to current location by 4« old Missouri
Pacific Depot.and served as die •'.
General Manager. Margaret shared

,. her* husbands lore fbr^anlmati and
they were known to adopt many ,

L$S themselves'. - * ;. '

*• . ' Gordon Mills -wanted Au&dn to be
"-, - atlc to compete with the bdier cities

,-te Texas not only on a business level ..
• * • • l _ *

, * -out on a cultural one. Ha and his :

Margaret Catterall wai bom in
Gnlverton, die ypqngest of die five-
children c/Frcp!W. and Elizabeth
CatteralL la 1$2€T the received a
Bachelor of Arts jdegreefrom Columbia
University ki Hew York-'She was one
of the flist women to attend. ;
• i * . *
During World War !!»Margaret was ',•
very active at the Red Cross* folding

bags and parachutes. She was total*
mental in the. Installation of AuetihV
current Civil Defense warning fystem.

target for a Russian nuclear ttrflce as
Bergscrdm housed the B-52s. '
Margaret had a bomb shelter built in .
Ket badcyaid as afew6dict.
Pemtterton residents did After' die .
war she'planted a victory gajden fa -
die b^ck' of the house. She 'was. a •
patriot throu|̂  and duou^K. '. •. •'
• * ' * . . ' ~
Gcciontnd Margaret rwr>fciMabbed .
with Austin > social elite at die, ' .
Austin Country Ctib back m die s

fiftiifti aad dxdes. Thielr oonuiany
Included die likes of Lyndon
Johnaonj Ralph YanSorou î, Allan .
Shivers, John ConnaUy and J. C.

' Penney to name "but a rew..Gotdon
lervect as. president 'of die ACC in-
die early fifties and It 'was ihcrtf'diat
he- and his. wife 'chaired numerous : '•<•

Margaret passed away, in 1965 and" '
.Gordon followecl her fax 1972, - '" ,

STOP SIGNS ON HARRIS

JLxuring recent meetings of die
PHNA, traffic concerns on Harris '.
Bci^vard wereamuch^ilscussed '
topic. One possible solution ; >: -. •
mentioned was me installation of
stop signs- at key mterecctions, along.
Hattk'Bpulevard We wouUltke to
know how you feel about this
.solution. Please email yciur opinions
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The bonw <rf

4usf ex Compony . .

Expert In Mexican Food
dEmfefcfrjfjoih ;:Biis;

fiuflf leiu Concern hlo Itiatfer lo fc ReM
Have

W alker1! Aiutex Oifli Cumpaity. a protid old .firm
tUt b *J Trw .fs TtRWf (tuft," bus nloyiil *

domliiinr role in {KipirturldnK McxfcuMypr foudt In .rtw
Unfted • Btutrs. 'And fit I!M> proc***. It not become thr

i'* JBTRW* canncr rtl Ihw to«j\ bio|ty loqd^ •
hi.AuvHn. T*«u, Walker* Auvtm'\|wbtiA.

tilglily irftwd prodiiti((||i Iliioi. torn out mnr
' .tOO,OCXl nuw of Mndoin-lnw -fuiijU datfy, . •

HtcwUne foodr, dhtrllxiutl mttHr rhr aitorful A««tn
hrtw primary tlmrilmUorn »n n poithm nf (be Urritrd
tfat ladudn thr Soirtliwvxt, Wnt. Smith,.

, tnd the Ctr«t Ukrs rfgfunt. nVr.UMd t
rtwt W h*d iMKbiwt cltitillHitlivi,'' «iyii cttigfiiUti
W. Cttlmll Jr. ranqwiy prwhlmi, "But .w»w; |i«6iu]pr
of tbr high freight nitct lnvofvntl M na

' ntlicr IBMC mnn*y ifi^n t^itgr* Oprfirt .
x b'<rii wfut kff. Otltmitl rpfm to M

(Ti »ff lo »y tlml
food* luive «(• tuut • ooddltig flcqo*iitt*ncc
highly fcjinqtied drllcwdei Imviiifl (h*t "Boirth oC .th?
Bonier" quatlty ue etteri awl ' atifoyn). • •

AHIimipi th* company Uxlay I* well-mimaKed and
fiomi«hlH£ with « hihrrt Ui»t tirvrr Innknl brlitliter, th*
ttwd lumS atwav* been

• .It ww Btiirtctt KWit dfter tlw titni tif .tbt\cnt(wy bj
T. B. Walker ami .Kb t)im> «m*, who pwrwd a whafawk-
«<iRn'.cvtn|MiO' *"d teiriiod rlirtl c*m ^*nw w > jfdelknr,
In the 'fat dfcvadr of die' ucw century. T. B, Wtlkrt
aqwnded ta'w*ny dirtatiotvii ika **tny. lit f«ct, lh*t Kr
Ittflfd In; "WW" ind tto kn^big h*nla Irtofc vmr,.

.yriir •« pdvHgfnji AMdntlnn '^tw fcrm«l <K>
ftopactte* ' AjHiiwim,.- wHh Fml CaTtmtl ftr.,
K, aftd W. >P. Grtiillc pt Mri[i«nit m* nitgrr; In

, thru

.
apcnfafd tie' «»oduHrttt,

o£ tiw Kftyfrter iu m «piind «
tt-fllnfl lh*)m, fart «f tte pt^fiK Wr uiwd tr>
nbtbu .Ktd*ibtijrtnewi;, -.•and iwrt ^itm iwrtt tri
ihw* nipf Ihr'J^M itadcan (ixid bvilhrn, M enter-
pri* tWtfrt. fey OrtWrall «rtd Cohlkf- M hold (pen!
pt^Kniir, ^ub*tpi«rit iwrrt* jwrwd thV whtdmn of tfirif
thoii^fts. ' ' >

&t 1932, the piteKQt Joy corpurnHott, WsJker'i Auitn
Oilll Conipwoy .(Aifrtrt fpnn Aiixtin *uri Tirnu) mi
(ora«d, with Mr. Ciftwall, Sr;, 'M pirsfdcrit md; Mr,

.:w vfcc nrciiklnit and wncnil
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