MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor and City Council Members

FROM:

(f:J )
Kimberly McNeeley, CRPR, Director
Austin Parks and Recreation Department (PARD)\V

DATE:

September 13, 2019

SUBJECT:

Parking Meters at Eddy Pool Parking Lot

The purpose of this memo is to inform you of the proposed installation of parking meters at the Deep
Eddy pool parking Jot. The Austin Parks and Recreation Department {PARD} is proposing the metered
parking to start in March of 2020, at the beginning of the Aquatic charging season.
The following are key factors that led to PARD's proposal for the installation of parking meters:
• The steady increase of the parking lot usage by local businesses in the area
• The current metering of the surrounding area, including Lake Austin Blvd, Veterans Dr., and
Stephen F. Austin Dr., that has increased the significant shortage of free parking, and therefore
increased the usage of the Deep Eddy parking lot
• Parking meters offer a way to clearly identify a parking offense
It is important to note that the Deep Eddy parking lot is the last free parking lot in the supporting area
of Deep Eddy Pool, Eilers Park, The Butler Hike and Bike Trail, and many other private businesses in the
surrounding area.
PARO proposes to place signs throughout the parking lot and the general pool area well in advance,
notifying the Austin community and Deep Eddy Pool patrons that the Department plans to install
parking meters, and there will no longer be free parking at this location.
Previous Efforts
In an effort to discourage parking for purposes other than the use of the Deep Eddy pool, and the hike
and bike trail, PARD installed signage in the fall of 2018 in and around the parking area. The signage did
not deter the use of the parking lot. Instead, Aquatic staff saw an increase in the use of the parking lot
by the public when visiting surrounding businesses, as well as by delivery trucks. The increased use of
the parking lot has led to a number of complaints from citizens to the Aquatic staff stating that they are

having an extremely difficult time finding parking for the pool.

