Austin

Austin Public Health Guidance on Return to School and Child Care for APH public

Health

Ind|V|dua|S G|Ven a _ PREVENT. PROMOTE. PROTECT.
8/18/2022

Antigen result is negative. <

A4

Individuals with
no symptoms
can return to
school.

Symptomatic individuals
should be advised to get a
PCR test and isolate at
home while awaiting test
result. (Follow directions on
the flowchart for individuals
given a PCR test.)

A4

If the individual does not
obtain a PCR test and/or
documented alternate
diagnosis from a medical
provider, the person must
isolate.

Antigen result is positive.

> Individual is a probable COVID-19 case
and must isolate. A follow-up PCR is hot
necessary nor recommended.

y

Note: Day O is the day symptoms start or the day of the positive test (if the
individual has no symptoms). The earliest an individual could return to school
is day 6 (if fever-free and other symptoms improving).

Testing at end of isolation: Testing is not required to end isolation. Individuals who did not experience moderate or severe
illness and do not have a weakened immune system may choose to test after at least 5 days of isolation if they are feeling
better (no fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and other symptoms are improving). The best approach is to

use a rapid antigen test. If the test result is positive, they should continue to isolate. They may retest in 48 hours and end
isolation if the second test is negative. If the second test is positive, they should complete a 10-day isolation period.



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html
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Individuals with no Symptomatic
symptoms can individuals should
return to school. base return to school

timing on school

illness management
policy and/or health
care provider advice.

Testing at end of isolation: Testing is not required to end
isolation. Individuals who did not experience moderate or
severe illness and do not have a weakened immune system
may choose to test after at least 5 days of isolation if they are
feeling better (no fever without the use of fever-reducing
medications and other symptoms are improving). The best
approach is to use a rapid antigen test. If the test result is
positive, they should continue to isolate. They may retest in 48
hours and end isolation if the second test is negative. If the
second test is positive, they should complete a 10-day isolation
period.

Note: Day O is the day symptoms start or the day of the positive
test (if the individual has no symptoms). The earliest an individual
could return to school is day 6 (if fever-free and other symptoms
improving).



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html
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