
A breakaway
collar, AKA
quick-release
collar, is
designed to
snap open if the
cat gets caught
on something.
they are much
safer!

Some cats adjust to the move with little effort, while others take a while to become familiar and relaxed in
their new home. So be patient and give your new cat a few days to settle in. If she prefers to view the world
from under the couch until she feels safe to venture out, that’s ok! Just allow her to have the space and time
she needs. Provide places of her own, up high and at floor level, so she has easy access to a safe spot away
from people and other pets. When she is in a hiding place, do not disturb her. 

Congratulations
on your new cat!

Your lifesaving decision to adopt a cat means the world to your new feline
family member. With just a little preparation, you can help ensure that your
new cat’s transition from shelter to home will be a smooth and rewarding
experience for both of you.

Preparing for your new cat
Your new pet will depend on you for everything, from healthy food to affection,
exercise and training. It sounds like a lot, but what could be more rewarding? Here
are some things you’ll need before bringing your cat home:

Food and water bowls
Dry food
wet food
Treats
breakaway Collar

Cat bed
toys
litter box
litter & scoop
Scratching post

Your cat has a microchip that comes with free registration. You should receive
an email from 24PetWatch.com within one business week confirming
registration. Please log in and make sure all of your contact information is
correct and remember to keep it current. We recommend keeping a
breakaway collar with ID tag on cats at all times. A free ID tag is provided with
every adoption! We don’t want to jinx it, but if your cat ever goes missing view
our Lost and Found Guide at bit.ly/lostfoundaac

identification

welcome home

It’s a good idea to confine your new cat to one room for a few days to
help them acclimate to the sights, smells, and scents of your new home. 

Make sure that she has easy access to fresh food and water, as well as a
clean litter box (or two).

Cats love toys! Simple toys, such as paper bags (with the handles
removed for safety) or cardboard boxes with holes cut in them,
provide loads of entertainment and places to hide.

Kids love pets and it is natural for them to want to hold your new cat.
However, some cats don’t like to be held or might not want to be picked
up when they first arrive home.



Change the water in the bowl every day and clean the bowl
regularly. Cats need to drink plenty of water, especially if they eat
dry food only, but they don’t like to drink dirty water (who does?)
and can easily become dehydrated if they don’t find the water
appetizing.

We recommend one
litter box per cat
Plus one extra. so 2
boxes for one cat,
3 boxes for 2 cats,
etc. 

For guidance and
support, contact us at

pet.helpline@
austintexas.gov  

Cats eat less when they are stressed, and moving to a new home is stressful, so don’t be
surprised or concerned if food is ignored at first, especially while you are watching. But if your
new cat doesn’t eat and drink overnight after everyone else has gone to bed, try mixing a little
bit of extra tasty food, such as canned cat food, into his dry food. You can feed your cat once
or twice a day, or you can leave food out all day (called “free feeding”). Be aware, though, that
many cats who are free-fed do not properly control their food intake and may become
overweight, which predisposes them to health problems. You might want to have dry food
available all day and then open a can of wet food when you get home so that your cat gives
you an extra-special welcome when you walk through the door. 

Indoors vs. outdoors 

Diet 

Litter box

It’s important that you feed them a high-quality food, but that
doesn’t mean it has to be expensive! At AAC, most of our cats are fed
Purina Pro Plan. Ask your vet or local pet store for suggestions. 

All cats benefit from
a wet food diet, but
male cats especially
do.  This is because
they’re more prone
to developing
Urinary tract issues
and crystals if
dehydrated. wet food
helps prevent
dehydration! 

Get a new litter box for your cat, preferably one that’s uncovered. Covered litter boxes can
trap odors inside the box, which is nice for you, but not for your cat. Cats are usually quite
clean; they are sensitive to the smell of urine and feces, as well as deodorizers. Be sure to
scoop out the box every day and deep clean it as often as needed, but at least once every
two weeks. When you clean the litter box, use a mild soap, not strong-smelling detergents or
ammonia. Remember, if you don’t like the smell of the litter box, your cat probably doesn’t
either. Keep it clean and you’ll have a happy cat.

Water fountains make
drinking water more fun!

water

Cats who are kept indoors tend to live longer, healthier lives, so we strongly
recommend that cats not be allowed outdoors. 

If you are going to let your cat outside, keep in mind that there will
be hazards that you cannot control, such as cars, dogs, wildlife,
extreme weather, poisoning,  parasites, and accidents. If you still
plan to let your adult cat outside, wait at least 7-10 days or until you
are certain that she is happy and adjusted to living in your home. 

If you want peace of mind, supervise them while outside.
Try harness training! 

To give your cat the outdoor experience with indoor safety, set
up a catio, or cat patio. A catio is a secure outdoor enclosure
(think screened-in porch) that keeps cats entertained and safe. 
For enrichment, set up a bird feeder outside your window. Do
something different for your cat every day, like make a fort!

https://www.humanesociety.org/resources/catios-benefits-outdoor-enclosures-cats

