
Funding Programs Workshop



Language Access

Available Resources Languages Available Contact Us

Long Center Technical Application 
Support

ENG and SPN, others upon request ApplicationHelp@TheLongCenter.org or 
512-457-5161

Editable Application Forms English, Spanish, Chinese (simple), 
Vietnamese, and Korean, others upon 
request (call 3-1-1)

www.CreateAustin.org/resources

Workshop Recordings ENG and SPN, others upon request (call 
3-1-1)

bit.ly/AACMEYouTube

Call for language assistance access 
assistance other than ENG and SPN

Call 3-1-1

Resources for Austin’s Creative 
Community

ENG and SPN, others upon request www.CreateAustin.org/resources

ASL Interpretation American Sign Language TTY users route through Relay Texas at 
711

mailto:ApplicationHelp@TheLongCenter.org
http://www.CreateAustin.org/resources
https://bit.ly/AACMEYouTube
https://bit.ly/AACMEYouTube
http://www.CreateAustin.org/resources


Agenda

• AACME Formation
• Application Process
• Funding Programs

o Creative Space Assistance Program
o Austin Live Music Fund
o Heritage Preservation Grant
o Elevate

• Application Assistance



AACME



Established February 24, 2025 

AACME focuses on sustaining and growing Austin's creative sector

AACME acts as a central hub for City's cultural ecosystem and 
provides resources (funding, institutional support, special permits, 
access to cultural spaces).



The Creative Reset

Community engagement effort Spring-Summer 2025. 

The goal of The Creative Reset Phase 1 was to improve funding programs.

11,801 comments through community input!

The updated AACME Funding Programs Guidelines include clearer definitions, 
clearer criteria, simplified processes, and more accessible resources for 
applicants across all programs.

See more at The Creative Reset Dashboard

https://www.austintexas.gov/acme/creative-reset
https://aphchrisc.github.io/ACME-Microsite/


Application 
Process



What's New?

Previous Cycles Update in This Cycle

Each funding program had its own set of 
guidelines that changed each year

Single Guidelines Document for all programs, 
updated every three years

Staggered Launches Stacked Launch: October 21 launch for CSAP, 
LMF, Heritage Preservation Grant and Elevate

2-step application
- Eligibility Quiz
- Application

3-step application
- Intake
- Eligibility (due 6:59 p.m., December 4, 2025)
- Application

No Applicant Introduction Statement Applicant Introduction Statement 
(Elevate and Heritage Preservation Grant only)



Must be completed by Lead Applicant

•Lead Applicant = Authorizing Signatory

May only be completed once per applicant entity

Fiscal Sponsors (FS)

•FS complete intake form for their organization's application ONLY

•Sponsored Projects must complete intake form independent of their FS

Select all grant programs you wish to apply

1. Intake Form

All Eligibility Forms due by 6:59 p.m. Thursday, December 4, 2025

Must complete an Eligibility Form for Each Program they wish to apply

Allow for up to 4-business days to receive access to application

2. Eligibility Form

Applications close at 6:59 p.m. Thursday, December 11, 2025

No paper or emailed applications will be accepted

3. Application Form

bit.ly/AACMEfundingprograms

How To Apply

https://www.austintexas.gov/acme/grants-funding


Step 1: Intake Form

MUST BE SUBMITTED TO RECEIVE ELIGIBILITY FORM(S)!



Step 1: Intake Form

SELECT ALL 
FUNDING 
PROGRAMS 
YOU’RE 
INTERESTED 
IN APPLYING 
FOR



Step 2: Eligibility Form(s)

DUE DECEMBER 4 AT 6:59 PM CENTRAL TIME
SUBMIT EARLY!



Step 3: Application Form(s)

APPLICATION FORM CLOSES DECEMBER 11 AT 6:59 P.M. CENTRAL TIME



Available 
Programs



Eligibility At-A-Glance



All Programs - Applicant Requirements 

Applicants must:
 Be at least 18 years old
 Comply with the City of Austin ‘Conflict-of-Interest’ policies and practices
 Live or be based in the Austin–Round Rock Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) for the duration of 

the grant agreement
 Maintain City of Austin grant compliance for continued funding eligibility 
 Awardees may only accept one award from either the Live Music Fund or the Cultural Arts Fund if 

awarded in both Funds in the same fiscal year
 Not be a permanent, full-time City of Austin employee
 Maintain required insurance for grant-funded activities
 Ensure grant funded public activities occur in Austin or its Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ), unless 

specified differently in individual guidelines
 Produce events and/or activities that are open and advertised to Austin residents, visitors, and 

tourists
Please note that current FY25 Recipients (Nexus and Thrive) are only eligible to apply for Heritage 
Preservation or CSAP Grants if eligible

See individual requirements in program guidelines for additional details



All Programs - Ineligible Expenses

• Awardees are prohibited from “double dipping”
• Awardee travel costs, including gas, flights, hotels, tolls, parking, and ferries
• Curriculum development or programming, scholarly or academic research, and any 

related activities
• Food & hospitality
• Fundraisers, capital campaigns, and benefits, including entertainment and receptions
• Start-up costs of a new organization, for example, expenses associated with filing for an 

LLC, or nonprofit status
• Consultants who are also employees
• Payments to students or interns whose employment is tied to class credit
• Purchase of gifts, awards, cash prizes, scholarships, contributions, donations, or re-

granting of funds
• Existing debts, fines, contingencies, penalties, interest, taxes, or litigation costs

See individual requirements in program guidelines for additional details 



All HOT Programs - Eligible Expenses

 For HOT funded programs* eligible expenses include—but may not be 
limited—to compensation, marketing & outreach, insurance, supplies, 
permits, rentals, production, and performance and service fees related to 
the grant-funded activities promoted to tourists

 For grants over $10,000, applicants may use up to $2,000 for project-related 
equipment purchases/repairs with AACME staff approval

See individual requirements in program guidelines for additional details

*Creative Space Assistance Program is funded with General Fund dollars not HOT funds



All HOT Programs - Cultural Tourism 
Marketing & Outreach
Awardees must promote their grant funded activities to attract tourists, 
convention delegates, and local audiences through marketing and 
promotional plans. They must also commit to the following:

 Place City of Austin branding and official publicity statement on all related 
marketing materials

 Complete two tourism marketing training workshops; and
 Promote grant funded events on VisitAustin.org

See individual requirements in program guidelines for additional details



Creative Space Assistance Program 
Grant

The Creative Space Assistance Program supports creative commercial spaces where 
audiences gather for cultural experiences and are facing temporary or permanent 
displacement or new commercial leases at higher and unaffordable rates. 

What’s New?
Previous Cycles Update in This Cycle

Eligibility: Arts focused non-profits, artists 
studios, for-profits

Eligibility: Regardless of business type, Applicants must meet one of the 
definitions of eligible commercial Creative Spaces listed in program 
guidelines

7 scoring criteria 5 scoring criteria

$5,000-$50,000 awards $60,000 award

Rent stipend (up to 30% of base rent), gap 
financing, or other space-related needs

Multiple uses of funds including rent stipend (up to 30% of base rent), 
general liability insurance, property taxes, and other space-related needs
Property Taxes: Portion of taxes are reimbursable upon proof of payment 
by Awardee



Creative Space Assistance Program
Eligibility

Eligible Applicants
• Meets one of the following Creative Space Definitions:  Live Music Venue; 

Performance Venue / Theatre; Museum / Art Gallery; or Multi-Use
• Must provide evidence of commercial property lease located in Austin or its ETJ
• Must be zoned for intended use as a commercial creative space where people 

from the public can gather
• Must have at least a $60,000 operating budget

Eligible Expenses
• Rent (up to 30% of base rent)
• Property Taxes
• General Liability Insurance 
• Other Space-Related Needs

Award Amount
• $60,000 Photo courtesy of 

Speakeasy



Creative Space Assistance Program
Eligibility

Performance Venue / Theater: An establishment whose principal function and 
mission is to present live performances, plays, live music, film screenings, or other 
performances of artistic work produced by an artist, or arts and culture organization, 
accessible by public audiences.

Museum / Art Gallery: Facility with a principal function and mission to exhibit, 
present, and/or sell artistic work in a variety of media produced by an artist, artist 
collective, or arts and culture organization, accessible by public audiences. 

Multi-Use: A Commercial Creative Space that provides a publicly accessible area 
or areas that can be used for a wide variety of creative events, including arts 
exhibitions, concerts, plays, film screenings, etc.



Creative Space Assistance Program
Eligibility

Live Music Venue: An establishment where live music programming is the principal function 
of the business and/or the business is a live music destination, and where the venue 
establishes the ability of an artist to receive payment for work by percentage of sales, 
guarantee, or other mutually beneficial formal agreement for every performance. A live music 
venue is a destination for live music consumers, and/or its music programming is the primary 
driver of its business as indicated by the presence of at least five (5) of the following:

 Defined performance and audience space
 Mixing desk, PA system, and lighting rig
 Backline
 At least two of the following: (i) Sound engineer (ii) Booker (iii) Promoter (iv) Stage manager (v) 

Security personnel
 Charges admission to some music performances through ticketing or front door entrance fees
 Markets talent through show listings in printed and electronic publications
 Hours of operation coincide with performances
 Programs live music at least five nights a week



Creative Space Assistance Program
Application and Review

Scoring: 
• Multiple-Choice answer selections with 

uploaded evidence
• Scoring criteria:

• Compelling Need
• Urgency
• Co-Location
• Community Benefit
• Previous City Funding

Evaluation and Review: 
• Evidence reviewed by third-party 

administrators Image by Sara Bork,  Courtesy 
of  Noldea Festival



ELIGIBILITY FORM

Current lease or lease offer for creative space

Previous year's operating budget or profit and loss statement

Links to website or social media pages, photos of creative 
space

Certificate of Occupancy, City or County documentation 
verifying group A or B occupancy (including load card or 
other documentation), or other evidence such as photos or 
program descriptions as proof of public access.

Photo by Adam Grumbo; courtesy of Great 
Promise for American Indians

Creative Space Assistance Program
Application Documentation - Required Evidence



Creative Space Assistance Program
Application Documentation - Required Evidence

• Profit and loss or financial statements evidencing percentage of rent to income
• Letter from property owner informing of an increase in rent or nonrenewal
• Previous and current leases evidencing an increase in rent
• For leasehold improvements, notice of violation that will be addressed with 

funds;
• Description of project team / contractors
• Timeline and project plan
• Budget for property improvements
• Description of revenue and/or organization benefits resulting from leasehold 

improvements
• Quote for moving expenses



Austin Live Music Fund Grant

The Austin Live Music Fund encourages, promotes, improves, and showcases Austin’s diverse music 
industry through supporting a wide array of activities marketed to visiting and potential tourists, 
including live and online events open to the public; studio, video, and merchandise production; 
promotional tours outside of Austin; broadcasting; and marketing and promotional campaigns. 

What’s New?

Previous Cycles Update in This Cycle

Scoring Criteria: Same for all applicant types Scoring Criteria: Specific for applicant types

Old Scoring Criteria: Access to Services, Local 
Economic Impact, Programmatic Outreach, 
Accessibility, Previous City Funding, Budget

New Scoring Criteria: Music Industry Accomplishments 
(musicians/promoters $20K only), Artist/Audience 
Development, Austin Music Economy Development, 
Cultural Tourism Marketing & Outreach

Awards: $15,000-$60,000 Awards: $5,000-$70,000

Grant Agreement Term: 24 months Grant Agreement Term: 12 or 24 months



Austin Live Music Fund 
Eligibility

Professional Musician: Must meet at least one of the following 
requirements:
 At least 2 years of documentation showing that applicant has 

regularly performed as a professional musician—solo or as part of a 
band—in live performances to public audiences

 Or, 6 released recordings (singles)
 Or, 6 promotionally released music videos

Independent Promoter: Must meet all the following 
requirements:
 No more than 3 employees
 And, at least 2 years documentation showing that applicant has 

curated and promoted live shows featuring musicians and bands
 And, must not be contractually tied to one venue

Photo by Jason Gluck; courtesy of Kitchen Techno

Eligible Applicants: Professional Musicians, Independent 
Promoters, and Live Music Venues



Austin Live Music Fund
Eligibility

Live Music Venue: An establishment where live music programming is the principal function 
of the business and/or the business is a live music destination, and where the venue 
establishes the ability of an artist to receive payment for work by percentage of sales, 
guarantee, or other mutually beneficial formal agreement for every performance. A live music 
venue is a destination for live music consumers, and/or its music programming is the primary 
driver of its business as indicated by the presence of at least five (5) of the following:

 Defined performance and audience space
 Mixing desk, PA system, and lighting rig
 Backline
 At least two of the following: (i) Sound engineer (ii) Booker (iii) Promoter (iv) Stage manager (v) 

Security personnel
 Charges admission to some music performances through ticketing or front door entrance fees
 Markets talent through show listings in printed and electronic publications
 Hours of operation coincide with performances
 Programs live music at least five nights a week



Austin Live Music Fund
Application and Review

Award Amounts
Applicant Award Amount
Professional Musician & Independent Promoter $20,000 with 24-month Grant Agreement term 

Professional Musician & Independent Promoter $5,000 with 12-month Grant Agreement term 

Live Music Venue with at least a $60,000 operating budget $70,000 with 12-month Grant Agreement term 

Scoring: 
• Evidenced Multiple-Choice

Evaluation and Review: 
• Multiple-Choice responses autoscored
• Evidence reviewed by third-party administrators

Image by Andrea Dane, Courtesy of Austin Music Video Fest



Austin Live Music Fund
Application Documentation - Required Evidence

ELIGIBILITY FORM Live Music 
Venue

Professional 
Musician

Independent 
Promoter

Documentation showing proof of at least five of the following:
▪ Defined performance and audience space
▪ Mixing desk, PA system, and lighting rig
▪ Backline
▪ At least two of the following: Sound engineer, Booker, Promoter, Stage manager, Security 

personnel
▪ Charges admission to some music performances through ticketing or front door 

entrance fees
▪ Markets talent through show listings in printed and electronic publications
▪ Hours of operation coincide with performance times
▪ Programs live music at least five nights a week

X

Documentation showing proof of regularly performing before a live audience as a 
professional musician for at least two years - solo OR as part of a band, OR  Proof of at least 
6 released recordings, or Proof of at least 6 promotionally released music videos 

X

Documentation for each of the following:  3 or fewer employees (including leadership), AND 
2 years of experience curating and promoting live shows featuring musicians and bands, 
AND no contractual ties to a venue

X



 Photos of performance and audience spaces, 
mixing desk, PA system, lighting rig, and backline

 Employee documentation for sound engineer, 
booker, promoter, stage manager, or security 
personnel, including Forms W-2, W-9, 941, or 
1099

 Evidence of marketing placements, hours of 
operation coinciding with performances, ticketing, 
and frequency of live music performances through 
a website, social media, and print publications

 Previous year operating budget or profit & loss 
statement to establish at least a $60,000 operating 
budget (accounting software and applications can 
easily generate this information)

 Current resume or curriculum vitae (CV)
 Current biography
 Screenshot or PDF of LinkedIn work history
 Press demonstrating involvement within the music sector
 Portfolio (web links, screenshots, printouts, scans, etc.)
 Marketing materials for performances, exhibitions, showings, 

productions, collections, or recitals.
 Materials showing merchandise created and sold, including 

screenshots of websites that exhibit or sell the applicant’s 
products

 Credits or liner notes
 Purchased advertising to residents and potential visitors
 Contracts for performances, exhibitions, showings, 

commissions, recitals, productions, or production services
 Letter from employer or manager stating role and involvement in 

the music sector
 Website screenshot of events or concert schedule with location

Austin Live Music Fund
Application Documentation - Required Evidence

ELIGIBILITY FORM - Professional Musicians and 
Independent Promoters

ELIGIBILITY FORM - Live Music Fund



Applicants must provide uploaded and/or linked documentation to 
evidence the following past activities:
• Music Industry Accomplishments (only if applying for $20,000)
• Artist or Audience Development
• Cultural Tourism Marketing and Outreach
• Austin Music Economy Development

Applicants must provide uploaded and/or linked documentation to support 
selected application answer. Acceptable documentary evidence includes:
• Executed agreements
• Reservations
• Receipts
• Photos
• Marketing placements, including website, e-newsletter, social media, 

and printed publications

Photo by @tcphototc; courtesy of The Reverie Project Austin

Austin Live Music Fund
Application Documentation - Required Evidence

APPLICATION FORM SCORING - Professional Musicians, Independent Promoters, and Live Music Venues



Heritage Preservation Grant 

Program description: Heritage Preservation Grant aims to preserve and promote preservation projects, 
expand access to historic spaces and heritage resources, showcase local stories rooted in history, 
support the creative economy to attract and expand audiences and engage tourists seeking 
authentic experiences.

Image by Chelse Purgahn, courtesy of Black Austin 
Tours (FY21 awardee) 

Image courtesy of  Center for Women & 
Their Work (FY24 awardee)

View of post-restoration project of Tudor Cottage at Pease Park, 
Image courtesy of Pease Park Conservancy (FY21 awardee)



Heritage Preservation Grant
What's New

PREVIOUS CURRENT

Four Project Types: Capital, Planning, Educational, and 
Marketing

Two Project Types: Capital Improvement Project (CIP) 
and Heritage Event (HE)

Multiple Bid Requirements One Bid Package Required: CIP only 

Project Management Fee: Up to 10% not to exceed $20k 
for Capital and Educational projects only

Project Management Fees: 
CIP: 10% of award amount
HE: Operational expenses that support event / activities

Historic Designation required 
Award Amounts: $30,000 to $250,000

Award Amounts: 
CIP: Up to $250,000 with historic designation
HE: $50,000 to $150,000 based on historic designation

Score: Average of all panelists scores Score: Olympic-style scoring

Grant Agreement Term: 
24 months

Grant Agreement Term: 
CIP: 24 months /  HE: 12 months



Heritage Preservation Grant
Eligibility

Applicant type: 
• 501(c)(3) nonprofits or For-profit business

• Must have 2 years of operating in 
the City of Austin / MSA

• Project / event site must be in Austin or 
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ)

• Project / event site must be open and 
advertised to tourists, visitors, and 
residents

• Preservation projects and programs must 
highlight storytelling and invite tourists 
to explore historic sites

During construction, Images courtesy of Austin Parks Foundation (FY24 awardee)



Heritage Preservation Grant
Heritage Events

Image by KVUE, Interpretive signage and stories about the 
community and land at Bethany Cemetery (FY24 awardee)

Heritage programming at Republic Square, Image 
courtesy of Downtown Austin Alliance (FY24 awardee)

Includes historic research, develops a tourism itinerary, 
promotes tourism and untold stories of the location
 Designation: Not required
Award Amount:  Up to $50,000

Includes historic research and highlights the history of the site
Designation: Required local, state or national designation 
or Council-approved heritage districts
Award Amount:  Up to $150,000

Term: 12 months

Eligible Activities:
• Heritage events, festivals, or programs
• Heritage, historic, or interpretative exhibits
• Tour Development: historic, heritage, legacy business



Heritage Preservation Grant
Capital Improvement Projects

Exterior restoration of Administration Building, Image courtesy 
of Huston-Tillotson University (FY23 awardee)

Award Amount: Up to $250,000

Required: Historic Designation and Owner Authorization

Term: 24 months

Eligible Activities
• ADA exterior access
• Façade elements
• Foundation stabilization
• Masonry rehabilitation / repair
• Professional preservation services and consultants
• Interior  improvements (NEW): electrical, mechanical, 

flooring, safety upgrades with sensitive treatment paired 
with exterior proposal



Heritage Preservation Grant
Capital Requirements 

Image by Essentials Creative, courtesy of Center for Women & Their 

Work (FY24 awardee)

 Site must be designated historic, contributing to a historic 
district, or eligible for designation (local, state, or national)

 Owner authorization required

 One complete bid package with bids from a contractor, 
(Preservation) architect, and subcontractor(s)

 Interior projects must include a sensitive treatment plan and 
pair an exterior project proposal

 Must comply with City of Austin Historic Design Standards 
and/or The Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment 
of Historic Properties

 Architect recommendations required to demonstrate 
compliance with historic design standards

https://austin.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5251cd8ad3534754ad9a3d6a222c68ec
https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalhistoriclandmarks/search.htm
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Housing_%26_Planning/Historic%20Preservation/HistoricDesignStandards_Nov2022.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm


Heritage Preservation Grant: 
Research Historic Designation
There are three types of historic designation: local, state, and national. Local designation is the only 
type that involves a zoning change—H for individual historic landmarks and HD for groups of 
properties in a historic district. Find out if a property is historic using the links below.

Historic Property Viewer

• Locally designated properties (landmarks 
and districts)

• National Register districts

Texas Historic Sites Atlas

• State-designated properties

• National Register properties (individually 
listed and districts)

Access Historic Research Resources TEXAS HISTORIC 
SITES ATLAS

HISTORIC 
PROPERTY 

VIEWER

https://austin.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5251cd8ad3534754ad9a3d6a222c68ec
https://atlas.thc.state.tx.us/Map
http://www.austintexas.gov/page/historic-preservation-resources


Heritage Preservation Grant
Local Historic Designation

To be eligible for designation as a historic landmark, a building must be 50+ years old, retain 
historic integrity, and meet two of five criteria for significance: architecture; associations with 
important people, groups, or events; archaeology; community value; or landscape feature.

Historic Preservation Office
Contact: preservation@austintexas.gov

Changes to historic landmarks must follow the Historic Design 
Standards.

Designation as a historic district is a more involved process and 
requires support from more than half of property owners in the 
proposed district.

mailto:preservation@austintexas.gov
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Housing_%26_Planning/Historic%20Preservation/HistoricDesignStandards_Nov2022.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Housing_%26_Planning/Historic%20Preservation/HistoricDesignStandards_Nov2022.pdf


Heritage Preservation Grant
Application and Review

Application Sections:
• Applicant introduction statement (video or narrative)
• Scoring Criteria:

• Preservation Impact (up to 36 points)
• Tourism Impact (up to 36 points)
• New Voices, Historic Places (up to 18 points)
• New Local Historic Designation (up to 10 points)

• Project budget table 
• Supporting documentation uploads required

Evaluation Review and Scoring:
• Interdepartmental review 
• External panel review
• Olympic-style scoring process

2024 Homes Tour on Maple Avenue, Image 
courtesy of Preservation Austin (FY24 

awardee) & Graphic by Kristen Napoleon



Heritage Preservation Grant
Required Documents & Uploads

INTAKE FORM 501(c)(3) Non-Profits For-Profits

IRS 501(c)(3) Determination Letter

Most Recent 990 Form

ELIGIBILITY FORM Capital Projects Heritage Events

Proof of two years of operating experience in Austin by December 11, 2023

APPLICATION FORM Capital Projects Heritage Events

One complete bid package including architect, contractor, vendors, and quotes

City department pre-approval for projects on City-owned property

Owner authorization

Preservation plan, historic structure report, engineering report (if available)

Completed project budget with itemized cost estimates 

Historic documentation (historic designation documents, photographs, narrative, maps, etc)

Past marketing and tourism-related documentation

QUICK ACCESS: Guidelines, Historic Preservation Resources, a Readiness Checklist and 
TO APPLY click QR Code or visit: https://www.austintexas.gov/heritage-preservation-grant

https://www.austintexas.gov/heritage-preservation-grant
https://www.austintexas.gov/heritage-preservation-grant
https://www.austintexas.gov/heritage-preservation-grant
https://www.austintexas.gov/heritage-preservation-grant
https://www.austintexas.gov/heritage-preservation-grant


Elevate Grant

Program description: One-year agreements that support arts nonprofits, arts groups, and 
individual artists producing publicly accessible arts and culture activities.

Image by Casey Tang, Courtesy of mHart (FY24 Elevate Recipient) Image by Jasmine Porter, courtesy of Joe "Jay" Ybarra and Shania 
Montufar (FY24 Elevate Recipient)



Elevate Grant
What's New

What's new?

Previous Cycles Update in This Cycle

Eligibility: 1-year minimum history in Austin Eligibility: 2-year minimum history in Austin

Award: Based on score (no cap based on budget) Award: Based on applicant's previous year annual 
budget

Score: Average of all panelist scores Score: Olympic Scoring

Work Samples: Limited instructions Work Samples: Tied to specific questions

Multidisciplinary Review Panels Applicant selects panel review category: Exhibition, 
Performance, or Arts Education/Arts Service/Arts 
Therapy

Scoring Criteria: Artist Pay, Community-Based 
Partnerships, Equity, Leadership Composition, 
Historical Underrepresentation, and Cultural Erasure

Scoring Criteria: Creative Work, Capacity, and Public 
Connection



Elevate Grant
Eligibility

Eligible Applicants:
• Applicant types: 501(c)3 arts nonprofits of any budget size, 

Arts Groups (including State of Texas nonprofits) with 
budgets under $500k, Individual Artists with budgets under 
$500k

• Must have 2 years of creative production history in Austin
• Must be headquartered in Austin MSA

Eligible Activities (must take place in Austin):
• Exhibitions
• Live performances
• Workshops, classes, and camps that culminate in a public 

exhibition
• Public art projects

Image by Candice Benge, courtesy of Flores Market 
(FY24 Elevate Recipient)

Image by Jack Kloecker, courtesy of Panoramic 
Voices (FY24 Elevate Recipient)



Elevate Grant
Awards

Awards

Applicant Award Amount

501(c)(3) Arts Nonprofit 

operating budget greater than $300,000 Award up to $80,000 

operating budget of $100,001 to $299,999 Award up to $60,000 

operating budget of $50,001 to $100,000 Award up to $50,000 

operating budget under $50,000 Award up to $30,000 

State of Texas Nonprofits/Arts Group 

operating budget $50,001 to $500,000 Award up to $40,000 

operating budget under $50,000 Award up to $30,000 

Individual Artist

Minimum two-year production history in Austin 
operating budget $500,000 or less 

Award up to $30,000 
Image by Monica Bartels, courtesy of Zankza Project DBA Deaf 

Film Festival (FY23 Elevate Recipient)



Elevate Grant
Application and Review

Application:
• Applicant Introduction Statement
• 3 narrative sections
• 6 questions, no more than 3000 characters per response
• Project Budget Table
• Work samples, no more than 3 pages or 5 minutes

Evaluation Review and Scoring:
• Panel Reviews 

• Panel Groups by discipline: Exhibition, 
Performance, Arts Education/Arts Service/ Arts 
Therapy

• Reviewed with groups of similar budget size
• Live Panels

• Olympic Scoring
Image by Steve Rogers, courtesy of Andrea Ariel Dance Company 

(FY24 Elevate Recipient)



Elevate
Required Documents
INTAKE FORM 501(c) Arts 

Non-Profits
Individual Artists 
and Arts Groups

IRS Determination Letter X

Most Recently Completed 990 X

State of Texas Nonprofit Certificate of Formation (only required for State of Texas Non-Profit Applicants) X

ELIGIBILITY FORM

Proof that primary programming/ mission vision is at least 51% arts and culture X X

Proof of history producing work in Austin on or before December 11, 2023 X X

APPLICATION FORM

Up to 3 Letters of Support X X

Staff/Board Bios, Flyers, Brochures or Audience-Facing Materials X X

Sample Marketing Materials X X

Sponsored 
Projects

Fiscal Sponsor's IRS Determination Letter X

Fiscal Sponsor's Most Recently Completed 990 X

Signed Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement X



Application
Assistance



Application Assistance

AACME Funding Programs Application Assistance

Application Workshops *

Virtual Open Office Hours *

1:1 Appointment *

Technical Support +* (Create Austin at The Long Center)

Workshop Recordings +*

Application Resources at CreateAustin +*

+Support in Spanish Available
*Support in Non-English Languages Available Upon Request

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/fy26-aacme-funding-workshops-4717213
https://forms.office.com/g/CkstbRdS0R
https://outlook.office365.com/book/AACMEGrantApplicationSupport@cityofaustin.onmicrosoft.com/?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://bit.ly/AACMEYouTube
https://createaustin.org/resources/


Staff Contacts

Elevate Grant

Peggy Ellithorpe, Cultural Funding Specialist Peggy.Ellithorpe@AustinTexas.Gov 

Jesús Pantel, Cultural Funding Supervisor Jesus.Pantel@AustinTexas.Gov 

Anne-Marie McKaskle-Davis, Cultural Funding Specialist Sr Annemarie.McKaskle@AustinTexas.Gov 

Jesus Varela, Cultural Funding Specialist Jesus.Varela@AustinTexas.Gov

Maya Williams-Britton, Cultural Funding Specialist Maya.Williams-Britton@AustinTexas.Gov

Creative Space Assistance Program and Austin Live Music Fund

Kimberly McCarson, Program Manager II Kimberly.McCarson@AustinTexas.Gov

Heritage Preservation Grant

Kristina Koufos, Project Coordinator HeritageTourism@AustinTexas.Gov

Technical / Submittable Assistance

The Long Center Applicationhelp@TheLongCenter.Org



Questions

Thank You For Your Partnership
Austin Arts, Culture, Music, and Entertainment (AACME)

www.austintexas.gov/acme/grants-funding

https://www.austintexas.gov/acme/grants-funding
https://www.austintexas.gov/acme/grants-funding
https://www.austintexas.gov/acme/grants-funding
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