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welcomewelcome
meeting agenda and guidelinesmeeting agenda and guidelines

Two ways to participate in
today’s meeting:

   Q&A - (Preferred) Type your question into the Q&A 
feature located at the bottom of your Zoom screen.

   Chat - Add comments or responses using the Chat 
box in a pop-out window.This session is being recorded. 

Esta sesión está siendo grabada.

1.	1.	Project Team & Timeline

2.	2.	Community Engagement & Project Goals

3.	3.	Onion Creek Metro Park - Site Discussion

•	•	 Site Background

•	•	 What is an all abilities playground?

4.	4.	Design Concept Community Input Summary

5.	5.	Design Updates

•	•	 Concept Site Plan

•	•	 Inclusive Features

•	•	 Sustainable Features

•	•	 Nature Connection

•	•	 Amenity Features

•	•	 Restrooms

6.	6.	Experience

7.	7.	Comments

Interpretación en Español
Si prefiere escuchar esta presentación en español, 

seleccione la opción “Interpretation” en la parte 
inferior de su pantalla.

Closed Captioning
In the meeting controls toolbar at the bottom of 

your screen, click the “Show Captions” icon.
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In partnership with
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with support from:

Here’s how we make parks healthier, safer and more accessible for every Austinite:

We create programs to encourage 
positive use of public spaces in 
neighborhoods across Austin.

We empower community leaders and 
connect people to education and 

resources to promote change.

We finance projects large and small to 
help develop and improve Austin’s 

parks, trails, and green spaces.

ACTIVATING ENGAGING INVESTING

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF PEOPLE + PARKS
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Our Mission is to create a welcoming, accessible and inclusive All Abilities Playground Our Mission is to create a welcoming, accessible and inclusive All Abilities Playground 

where everyone can enjoy the magic of play!where everyone can enjoy the magic of play!

community engagementcommunity engagement architectarchitect civil engineercivil engineerlandscape architectlandscape architect
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project teamproject team
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project timelineproject timeline

01/18/202401/18/2024
Community Meeting #1Community Meeting #1

preliminary conceptspreliminary concepts

05/02/202405/02/2024
Community Meeting #2Community Meeting #2

proposed design

06/20/202406/20/2024
Community Meeting #3Community Meeting #3

playground vision plan playground vision plan 
update and next stepsupdate and next steps

20232023
project kickoffproject kickoff

20242024
concept plan

designdesign permittingpermitting

secure fundingsecure funding

constructionconstruction 20282028
anticipated playground anticipated playground 

opening!opening!



community engagementcommunity engagement
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Community Outreach: January 2024 - June 2024Community Outreach: January 2024 - June 2024

•  •  55 Engagements with Subject Matter Expert/Advisory Group Engagements with Subject Matter Expert/Advisory Group

•  •  1212 Small Group Discussion Meetings (January - April) Small Group Discussion Meetings (January - April)
         Phase 1 - 26 Participants         Phase 1 - 26 Participants
         Phase 2 - 15 Participants         Phase 2 - 15 Participants

•  •  77 77 Attendees January 18 Virtual Community Meeting Attendees January 18 Virtual Community Meeting 
       184 Registrations       184 Registrations

•  •  3636 Attendees May 2 Virtual Community Meeting Attendees May 2 Virtual Community Meeting
         86 Registrations         86 Registrations

•  •  66 Tabling/Presentations Tabling/Presentations

•  •  211211 Phase 1 Survey Responses Phase 1 Survey Responses

•  •  206206 Phase 2 Questionnaire Responses (800+ Comments) Phase 2 Questionnaire Responses (800+ Comments)

•  •  12 12 Emails to 500+ Stakeholder List Emails to 500+ Stakeholder List 

•  •  8,1268,126 Postcard Delivered to Adjacent Neighborhoods Postcard Delivered to Adjacent Neighborhoods

•  News media and social media coverage•  News media and social media coverage



project goalsproject goals

inclusivityinclusivity
and flexibilityand flexibility

community community 
engagementengagement

vision and identityvision and identity

sustainabilitysustainability

access and access and 
connectivityconnectivity

•		 Integrate characteristics defined •		 Integrate characteristics defined 
in the adopted vision planin the adopted vision plan

•		 Reflect the natural landscape •		 Reflect the natural landscape 
of Onion Creek of Onion Creek 

•	 Achieve Sustainable SITES •	 Achieve Sustainable SITES 
Certification playgroundCertification playground

•	 Incorporate innovative •	 Incorporate innovative 
stormwater solutions and stormwater solutions and 
methods of maintenancemethods of maintenance

•		 Provide drive connections and parking •		 Provide drive connections and parking 
•		 Connect pedestrian trail connections •		 Connect pedestrian trail connections 

to parks and communities to parks and communities 
•		 Provide an inclusive play area with •		 Provide an inclusive play area with 

an accessible and inclusive restroom an accessible and inclusive restroom 
facility and picnic pavilionsfacility and picnic pavilions

•	Respond directly to the •	Respond directly to the 
community’s desires and needscommunity’s desires and needs

•	Design based on community •	Design based on community 
engagement outcomesengagement outcomes
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20152015
Onion Creek Metropolitan Park Onion Creek Metropolitan Park 
Vision PlanVision Plan

© Onion Creek Metro Park Vision Plan© Onion Creek Metro Park Vision Plan

5  FAMILY PLAYGROUND
6  PLAY FIELDS
7  NATURE BASED PLAY
8  EVENT CENTER
9  NATURE EDUCATION
10  WORKOUT STATIONS
11  GROUP PAVILION
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20152015
Onion Creek Metropolitan Park Onion Creek Metropolitan Park 
Vision PlanVision Plan
school connection and activitiesschool connection and activities



site locationsite location
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SiteSite

site locationsite location

pedestrian and pedestrian and 
vehicular  accessvehicular  access

plannedplanned
vehicular accessvehicular access

existing parking lotexisting parking lot

existing existing 
trailtrail

trail connectiontrail connection

pedestrian accesspedestrian access

pedestrian accesspedestrian access

Thaxton Place NeighborhoodThaxton Place Neighborhood

Goodnight RanchGoodnight Ranch

current recreation fieldcurrent recreation field

Blazier Elementary SchoolBlazier Elementary School

Nuckols Crossing Rd

Nuckols Crossing Rd

Nuckols Crossing Rd

Nuckols Crossing Rd

Thaxon Rd

Thaxon Rd
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integrationintegration

inclusioninclusion
inclusioninclusion

segregationsegregationexclusionexclusion
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5 tenets of play5 tenets of play

authentic authentic 
naturenature

leave space for the leave space for the 
unexpectedunexpected

apprehension to apprehension to 
accomplishmentaccomplishment

connect people to nature connect people to nature 
and people to peopleand people to people

increasing focus and increasing focus and 
stimulating imaginationstimulating imagination

encourage independent encourage independent 
explorationexploration

responsible responsible 
risk-takingrisk-taking

inclusivity inclusivity 
+ connection+ connection

productive productive 
engagementengagement

exploration exploration 
+ curiosity+ curiosity
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discussion topics:discussion topics:

community community 
engagement engagement 

summarysummary

design design 
updatesupdates experiencesexperiences
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community community 
engagement engagement 

summarysummary
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community engagementcommunity engagement

Top 5 ZIP Codes: Top 5 ZIP Codes: 54%54%

•  78747 - 25%•  78747 - 25%
•  78744 - 13%•  78744 - 13%
•  78745 - 6%•  78745 - 6%
•  78704 - 5%•  78704 - 5%
•  78748 - 5%•  78748 - 5%

38% 38% Self-Identified as Self-Identified as 
racial/ethnic minority racial/ethnic minority 

•  Hispanic/Latino - 21%•  Hispanic/Latino - 21%
•  Black - 7%•  Black - 7%
•  Asian - 7%•  Asian - 7%
•  Native/Indigenous - 3%•  Native/Indigenous - 3%
•  Another/Prefer Not - 9%•  Another/Prefer Not - 9%

63% 63% Had children Had children 
under the age of 18 under the age of 18 
at homeat home

27% 27% Spoke a language Spoke a language 
other than English at home,other than English at home,
19% selected Spanish19% selected Spanish

Phase 2 - Proposed Design QuestionnairePhase 2 - Proposed Design Questionnaire
•	•	May 2 through May 31, 2024May 2 through May 31, 2024
•	•	206 Responses206 Responses
•	•	800+ Comments Received 800+ Comments Received 

44% 44% Indicated that they Indicated that they 
or someone at home had or someone at home had 
a disabilitya disability
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vehicular circulationvehicular circulation
how well does the vehicle circulation approach meet your needs or expectations?how well does the vehicle circulation approach meet your needs or expectations?

“we like all parking closer to the entrance”
“2 smaller parking lots are easier to walk through”
“parking should be off of Nuckols Crossing”

very well
well

neutral
poorly

does not meet at all

35.37%35.37%

30.49%30.49%

25%25%

4.27%4.27%

4.88%4.88%
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“fence around playground is really great for kids with autism”
“I like different route options and easy to cut off and change course”

“fence doesn’t seem inclusive”

pedestrian circulationpedestrian circulation
how well does the pedestrian circulation approach meet your needs or expectations?how well does the pedestrian circulation approach meet your needs or expectations?

very well
well

neutral
poorly

does not meet at all

42.68%42.68%

31.71%31.71%

19.51%19.51%

5.49%5.49%

0.61%0.61%
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play experience play experience 

“love the variety”

“kids with sensory needs enjoy lots of swings”

“please don’t use rubber surface. they get too hot in the summer”

how well do these play experience spaces meet your needs or expectations?how well do these play experience spaces meet your needs or expectations?

very well
well

neutral
poorly

does not meet at all

42.68%42.68%

32.32%32.32%

20.12%20.12%

3.66%3.66%

1.22%1.22%
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essential elementsessential elements

“it takes decades for trees to be big enough to provide 
shade. There needs to be a lot of shade from the beginning”

“plant enough large shade trees. shade 
sails are good near term option”

how well do these essential elements meet your needs or expectations?how well do these essential elements meet your needs or expectations?

very well
well

neutral
poorly

does not meet at all

51.22%51.22%

31.71%31.71%

12.20%12.20%

3.66%3.66%

1.22%1.22%



Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 22Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 22

themetheme

“fun for all ages!”
“appreciate the natural elements”

“provide educational opportunity”

larger than life
adventure through time

life cycle

which design theme do you prefer?which design theme do you prefer?

50.00%50.00%

26.83%26.83%

23.17%23.17%



design updatesdesign updates
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concept site planconcept site plan
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community feedback: concern for accessibility and  inclusivitycommunity feedback: concern for accessibility and  inclusivity

“accessible parking spaces”

“handicap parking spaces and ramps”

“walking distance should be manageable”

“there should be entrance from Nuckols Crossing Rd”

“wide paths would be helpful for wheelchair”

“reduce potential conflict points between 
pedestrian and vehicular users”

“sensory and quiet spaces balance under and over stimulation ”

“there needs to be a direct entrance to wheel play”
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- 19% accessible parking- 19% accessible parking

- raised pedestrian connection across    - raised pedestrian connection across    
parking lotsparking lots

- pedestrian access on Nuckols Crossing    - pedestrian access on Nuckols Crossing    
RdRd

- cozy/escape spaces spread out in play - cozy/escape spaces spread out in play 
areasareas

- accessible pathways integrated into play - accessible pathways integrated into play 
experienceexperience

- accessible surface materials including - accessible surface materials including 
rubberized surfacerubberized surface

- limit use of play mulch- limit use of play mulch

- inclusive restroom including adult - inclusive restroom including adult 
changing tablechanging table

raised crosswalk

raised crosswalk

pedestrian entrance

handicap parking

handicap parking

restroom

wheel play entrance

accessible play surface

accessible pathway

inclusive features
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community feedback: concern for increasing runoffcommunity feedback: concern for increasing runoff

“too much impervious covers may increase flood issue”

“does the amount of parking worth the 
added impervious cover?”

“wonder if that’s enough parking for busy 
spring and summer weekends”
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- proposed and existing detention pond for - proposed and existing detention pond for 
water qualitywater quality

- using rain gardens and bio-swales- using rain gardens and bio-swales

- using pervious materials- using pervious materials

- planting trees to hold rain water- planting trees to hold rain water

- using reclaimed water for irrigation- using reclaimed water for irrigation

- limit disturbance in the existing wooded - limit disturbance in the existing wooded 
areasareas

- potential rainwater collection and reuse- potential rainwater collection and reuse

sustainable features

existing detention 
pond

future water quality pond

future water quality pond

rain garden

bio-swale
pervious play surface

pervious paver for parking
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community feedback: want more connection to naturecommunity feedback: want more connection to nature

“the playground should have a connection 
to the wood area to the west”
“don’t want the existing trail to be broken up”

“adding connections to the existing trail is an added bonus”
“the more wild and native planting the better”

“hoping for more natural/organic aesthetic”
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- proposed new connection to the trail- proposed new connection to the trail

- restored wildflower meadow- restored wildflower meadow

- planting berms with native plants- planting berms with native plants

nature connection

future trail connection

planting berm with 
native plants and trees

wildflower meadow

future trail connection
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community feedback: amenitycommunity feedback: amenity

“hopefully pavilions for large gathering.”

“needs more trees for shade.”

“shade is super important.”

“mist feels like a waste of water. prefer shade for cooling”



Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 32Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 32

- shade structures- shade structures

- shade trees- shade trees

shade features

shade structure

shade tree
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community feedback: restroomcommunity feedback: restroom

“please make sure there are family restrooms”

“paper towels will end up everywhere”

“hand dryers are too loud for kids”

“restroom should be in the fenced area”

“like the restroom to be centrally located”

“restroom should be close to the entrance”

“kid size sink and toilet would be great additions”

“avoid automatic flushing toilets for those 
with sensory impairments”
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- centrally located and highly visible from - centrally located and highly visible from 
all play spacesall play spaces

- provide direct access to the restroom - provide direct access to the restroom 
from all play spacesfrom all play spaces

- 100 ft from main entrance- 100 ft from main entrance

- combination of family and single - combination of family and single 
user restrooms with adult and infant user restrooms with adult and infant 
changing tableschanging tables

restroom

restroom



experiencesexperiences

Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 35Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 35



larger than life adventure 
through time

life cycle

50% 27% 23%
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larger than lifelarger than life

adventure through timeadventure through time

life cyclelife cycle

“natural element” “shade”
“calming”

“sand and digging”
“grand adventure” “story time”

“fossils”

“love bugs!”
“colorful” “adventurous”
“change perspective” “imaginative”

“engaging” “educational”

Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 37Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 37



overall theme

adventure

natural 
element 
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I don’t talk, 
but I dance to show love

I’m not sweet, 
but I work hard

I can’t control my temperature, 
but I can change color

I’m small, but team 
work makes me strong

I’m slimy,
but I have a beautiful voice

I’m shy, 
but I build great homes

I can’t see, 
but I’m always smiling

I don’t walk, 
but one day I’ll fly

salamanders

armadillos

tree frogs

scorpions

carpenter bees

green anoles

ants

hummingbirds
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tree frogs zone

central picnic/ 
gathering area

hummingbirds zone

green anoles zone

ants zone

carpenter bees zone

armadillos zone

salamanders zone

scorpions zone



scorpionsscorpions

carpenter beescarpenter bees

tunnel

net

slide

texture

music

slide

wild flower
bee house

climb

sand
I don’t talk, 
but I dance to show love

I’m not sweet, 
but I work hard
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tree frogstree frogs

antsants

music

stage

turtle dome
leaf pad

bridge

mist

dry creek

ant mount

build together

ant ride

garden leaf hammock

climb

maze

I’m slimy, 
but I have a beautiful voice

I’m small, 
but teamwork makes me strong
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armadillosarmadillos

salamanderssalamanders

hill

different 
challenge level

tunnel

trail experience

imaginative

slidedome

net tunnel

climb

tower

I’m shy, 
but I build great homes

I can’t see, 
but I’m always smiling

Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 43Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 43



green anolesgreen anoles

hummingbirdshummingbirds

sensory log

different types of swings

texture walk

optics wall

dome

therapy equipment

I can’t control my 
temperature, 
but I can change color

I don’t walk, 
but one day I’ll fly
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project timelineproject timeline

01/18/202401/18/2024
Community Meeting #1Community Meeting #1

preliminary conceptspreliminary concepts

05/02/202405/02/2024
Community Meeting #2Community Meeting #2

proposed design

06/20/202406/20/2024
Community Meeting #3Community Meeting #3

playground vision plan playground vision plan 
update and next stepsupdate and next steps

20232023
project kickoffproject kickoff

20242024
concept plan

designdesign permittingpermitting

secure fundingsecure funding

constructionconstruction 20282028
anticipated playground anticipated playground 

opening!opening!
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Your creativity and ideas over the last six months have helped Your creativity and ideas over the last six months have helped 
develop a super cool and inclusive playground plan designed to develop a super cool and inclusive playground plan designed to 
be a safe, fun space where people of all abilities can play together. be a safe, fun space where people of all abilities can play together. 
THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

           Please share any additional comments in the Chat             Please share any additional comments in the Chat  
         or email them to          or email them to aap@austinparks.org.  

community engagement community engagement 
commentscomments
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thank youthank you
Virtual Community Meeting #3Virtual Community Meeting #3

austintexas.gov/Onion-Creek-All-Abilities

Megan Daniel
Austin Parks Foundation 
Landscape Designer & Project Manager
aap@austinparks.org

Sebastian Puente
Cultural Strategies Inc.
Engagement Team Lead
spuente@cultural-strategies.com
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