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 CCCN 
National

Cities Connecting Children to 
Nature (CCCN) is a national 
initiative that seeks to create more 
equitable and abundant access to 
nature in cities through a 
partnership between The National 
League of Cities Institute for 
Youth, Education, and Families 
and the Children & Nature 
Network. CCCN supports robust 
citywide action plans to 
implement policy, develop new 
partnerships, amplify 
nature-based programming, and 
create more equitable nature 
access.



CCCN Austin: Our Evolution

2016

Austin receives 
strategic 

planning & 
implementation 

grant from 
CCCN

City adopts 
Children’s 

Outdoor Bill of 
Rights & begins 

collection of 
nature deficient 

area data

Focus on Outdoor 
Learning 

Environments (OLE!), 
Green School Parks, 
Youth Leadership & 

Nature Play 
strategies

Five focal 
strategies with 

addition of 
Nature Smart 

Libraries

2017 2018 2020



City Goals

5

PARD Long Range Plan
Increasing park and 
nature access, 
activating spaces

4

2

3
Other City Depts

Aligning with Public Health, 
Watershed Protection, 

Transportation Dept. goals

Imagine Austin
Creating complete 
communities through livable 
and sustainable places

Climate Equity Plan
Helping to create green job 
pathways, carbon reduction, 
and healthy natural systems

1

Strategic Direction 2023
Meeting Health & Environment, Culture & 

Lifelong Learning Outcomes



Our
Website
The new CCCN Austin Story Map 
has interactive features for each 
of our five strategies.

Maps also display the locations of 
our Green School Park, OLE!, and 
Nature Play sites.



$252,526
Leveraged for CCCN efforts in FY21



COBOR02



The Parks and Recreation Department, along with 
dozens of partner organizations, created the Austin 
Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights (COBOR) in 2016

In 2017, Austin City Council unanimously voted to 
pass the COBOR with the support of more than 
1,000 citizens, key partners such as Austin 
Independent School District, and Mayor Steve Adler.

We believe Austin has a vested interest in ensuring 
all children in our city have the opportunity to 
connect with the natural world and help create the 
next generation of environmental stewards who will 
conserve Austin’s quality outdoor space.

Austin 
Children’s 
Outdoor Bill 
of Rights



Our Results

2021 Signatures

108

Total Signatures

1,544
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Youth Leadership
Our 
Strategies 

Green School Parks

Outdoor Learning Environments 
(OLE!) Austin

Nature Smart Libraries

Nature Play

1

2

3

4
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Vision: Collaborating to build an Austin 
in which young people can easily access 

careers in outdoors, nature, and the 
environment, are fairly compensated for 

their contributions, and that the field, 
and leadership within, represents the 

communities we serve

Youth Leadership



● Newest tri-chair member is a youth 
● Continued co-facilitation of meetings with youth 
● Awarded $10,000 through C&NN as a part of the Youth Development Cohort; 

the majority of funding will go towards compensating youth to participate 
in monthly meetings, events & other opportunities.  

● Youth members were accepted to present at the Texas Children in Nature 
Summit in Fort Worth. They will be creating a youth driven presentation & 
supporting as many youth as possible to attend & present at the event. 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP



Vision: Create a network of school parks 
that provide schools and the 
surrounding community the 

opportunity to learn from, steward and 
play in nature

Green School Parks



● Map created that shows all Green School Park locations
● Outdoor classrooms installed at six joint use campuses (Pickle, Odom, Cook, 

Andrews, Pecan Springs and Oak Springs) in partnership with Austin Parks 
Foundation and Austin ISt as COVID-19 response effort

● Green Administrator Cohort developed in partnership with EcoRise and 
Austin ISD to support green campus initiatives

● Completed year two of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation grant, 
studying the impact of green infrastructure installed as part of the GSP 
program. New conclusions include:  
■ COVID-19 pandemic associated with a 46% and 62% decrease in the 

number of girls and boys at joint-use parks 
■ During COVID-19 pandemic, 60.6% of girls and 73.6% of boys were not 

social distancing, and 91.8% of the time no children wore masks 

GREEN SCHOOL PARKS



Walkable Greenspace Map
Map created that shows nearby walkable nature spaces for AISD 
campuses as a COVID-19 response effort, an effort highlighted in Green 
Schoolyards America website.

https://austin.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=c425a9875c1342bba1783207d082d578&extent=-97.7554,30.2576,-97.6882,30.2978


Sanchez Green School Park Design
Based on community engagement conducted for Sanchez Green School 
Park, a preliminary design was created for the space.



Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Grant - Initial Findings



Vision: Improve outdoor spaces at 
childcare centers to enable 

zero-to-five-year-olds to be active, learn 
in nature, and develop motor skills

Outdoor Learning Environments 
(OLE!) Austin



● Created map to display all existing and planned OLE! Austin sites
● Conducted research with University of Texas undergraduate 

student on effectiveness of Growing Up WILD workshops
● Created child friendly native plants of Texas flyer that details what 

qualifies a plant to be a child friendly plant, shows photos of 
common examples, and provides chart with names and sensory 
qualities of each common plant found in Texas

OUTDOOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 
(OLE!) AUSTIN



Child Friendly Native Plants Flyer



Bergstrom Tech Center OLE! Site
Austin Public Health Bergstrom-Tech childcare center designed to meet 
OLE! principles.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/10gJBTsOAYPduDvqy0ZphVZb00cTZhjsP/preview


Vision: Foster connections to nature 
through stories, experiences, and 

resources to promote curiosity and 
environmental literacy

Nature Smart Libraries



● Completed Natureness Intersectionality Inventory across the 
Library System to identify nature-readiness and needs to 
support nature-based programming. 

● Used demographic data and community assessments to 
identify priority neighborhoods in which to focus initial Nature 
Smart Library efforts. 

● Introduced nature-based programming content for youth. 
● Implemented Seed Library Program across the System. 
● Piloted Story Walks installation at select libraries. 

NATURE SMART LIBRARIES



Vision: Activate greenspaces through 
nature play programming and 

installation of nature play spaces across 
the city

Nature Play



● PARD’s first official Nature Play Space opened at Walnut Creek Metro Park, 
including the Fairy Pavilion, re-homed from the Wildflower Center’s 
Fortlandia exhibit. 

● Helped coordinate installation of additional Fortlandia exhibits at Austin 
Nature & Science Center and the Hike and Bike trail.

● Developed a procurement process for securing and storing large logs and 
tree pieces for nature play installations and programming. 

● Created Nature Play Guidelines to assist the design, installation, 
maintenance, and management of nature play spaces. 

● Developed final design for MLK Station nature play space based on 
community engagement efforts. 

● Created map to display all existing, planned, and temporary nature play 
spaces. 

NATURE PLAY



Site activation at the new Walnut Creek Metro Park nature 
playground is taking place with Earth Native Wilderness 
School hosting four free public nature events.

Nature Days at Walnut Creek



Our Team
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Meet the Team

Melody Alcazar

Program Coordinator, 
CCCN Austin

Julia Hill

Program Coordinator, 
CCCN Austin

Sarah Kennedy

AmeriCorps VISTA, Park 
Planning, Austin Parks 

& Recreation Dept.



City Partners



Local Partners



Connect with Us
http://austintexas.gov/CCCN

Do you have any 
questions?

melody.alcazar@austintexas.gov 

julia.hill@austintexas.gov 


