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Municipal Court Vision & Mission

Vision - To be the most effective, efficient 
and impartial municipal court in Texas.

Mission - To impartially administer justice in 
a fair and efficient manner so that trust and 
accountability are exemplified to the public 
we serve.

2



Municipal Court North Location: 
Background
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 2006 Bond Election included funding for a new municipal court 
facility.  The purchase did not come to fruition leading to a Council 
decision to relocate the main courthouse in 2018 due to health and 
safety concerns. 
 City Council Resolution No. 20180215-048: “The City Manager is 

directed to identify options, including leasing, building and/or buying 
properties for the relocation of the Austin Municipal Court, creating 
one regional facility serving the north and one regional facility 
serving the south.” 
 Austin Municipal Court (primary location) is a leased space at Bergstrom 

Tech (south) occupied in 2021
 The North Customer Service Center (primarily a payment center only) is a 

leased space on West Parmer Lane occupied in 2024



Municipal Court North Location: 
Background
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RESOLUTION NO. 20180215-048 

“…WHEREAS, a well-functioning, and geographically accessible Austin Municipal Court 
system addresses several City Council strategic priorities, including Safety, Mobility, 
Government that Works for All, and Economic Opportunity & Affordability; and 

WHEREAS, having more than one Austin Municipal Court location would be more 
convenient to the public and agencies that use the Court, could reduce the 
carbon footprint, traffic congestion, and public costs by reducing the commutes of 
customers, police officers, and staff; and 

WHEREAS, regional court facilities requiring less travel-time could help the Austin Police 
Department operationally achieve greater uncommitted time for officers, as recommended 
by the Matrix Report; and…” 



Municipal Court North Location:      
Project Description

 A new fully functioning court location is needed in 
north/northwest Austin. This request is to either purchase an 
existing facility and modify it to meet project requirements or 
purchase land to construct a new fully functioning court location. 
 Size estimate is between 6,000sf to 8,000sf. 
 Cost between $6 million and $10 million.
  Minimal impact on future budgets, no additional FTEs required 

other than a Court Security Officer (APD). 
 Current lease space costs to cover O&M for new facility.   



Municipal Court North Location:      
Design Templates

Room Type # of 
Rooms

SF/Room Total 
SF

Comments/Notes

Private Offices (Hard 
Walls)

5 150 750

Employee Work 
Stations

10 75 750

Reception Areas 1 600 600 Lobby customer waiting area, 
customer kiosk, Security Stations

Copy/Mail Rooms 1 150 150 May not need a stand-alone room, 
but will need walk-up

Conference Room/Juror 
Assembly

1 500 500

Break Rooms 1 300 300 Coffee area and employee 
breakroom with seating for 12

General Storage Spaces 1 150 150 May be combined or located at 
workstations

Magistration Courtroom 1 1350 1350 Magistration Courtroom (minimum 9’ 
ceilings)

Courtroom (all other 
docket types)

1 2300 2300 Courtroom 2 (all other dockets) 
(minimum 9’ ceilings)

Custodial Closet 1 100 100

Vault/Count Room 1 100 100

Wellness/Mothers 
Rooms

1 100 100

Other Specialty Spaces 2 100 200
Public and private restrooms

General Storage Spaces 1 150 150 May be combined or located at 
workstations

Server Rooms 1 100 100 Need IT closet for wiring.

Trial Courtroom Magistration Courtroom

Customer Service Windows Hearing Offices



Targeted Area for North Court Location
Addresses of those issued citations between 10/1/2022 and 9/1/2025
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Current North Customer Service Center

Municipal Court

Number of Violations



Targeted Area for North Court Location
GIS coordination map: 

https://austin.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=ca067ba8475045949192af676537ab3a
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faustin.maps.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Fmapviewer%2Findex.html%3Fwebmap%3Dca067ba8475045949192af676537ab3a&data=05%7C02%7CMichael.McGuire%40austintexas.gov%7Cd7bf6fdeb9064da78a5908dd6b154d8a%7C5c5e19f6a6ab4b45b1d0be4608a9a67f%7C0%7C0%7C638784461437374787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h0g7giWVQ9QUJfiwcaNdNV6EblxhvdE95Tdip%2BqNqTE%3D&reserved=0


Planning Considerations
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  Established Facility Design Standards: Proven design templates reduce planning uncertainty.

  Known Cost Models: Transparent, benchmarked costs support fiscal responsibility.

  Cost-Effective Construction: Scalable, repeatable methods improve delivery speed and efficiency.

  Sustainability: Supports Climate Equity goals. 

  Lifecycle Cost Efficiency: Prioritizes total cost of ownership, not just capital spend.

  Service Equity & Community Impact: Expands access to court services.

  Operational Resilience: Designed to maintain service continuity in emergency conditions (COOP).
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