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CITY OF AUSTIN2014 Bond Election Information

The City of Austin has called a bond election for Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2014. City of Austin 
Bond Proposition 1 will be considered in addition to a general municipal election to elect 
a Mayor and City Council members. 
 
This brochure is designed to provide a general description of the City of Austin 2014 
Bond Election. It does not advocate passage or defeat of the measure and is intended 
only for informational purposes. 

The City of Austin is committed to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Reasonable accommodations and equal access to communications will be provided 
upon request.

2014 Bond Election
City of Austin voters will consider a $600 million 
general obligation bond proposition. If approved, 
the bonds would pay a portion of the cost of a 
fixed-rail transit system known as “Urban Rail” 
that would service the East Riverside Corridor, 
downtown Austin, the State Capitol Complex, 
Medical School complex, the University of Texas, 
Hancock Center, Austin Community College 
Highland Campus and surrounding neighborhoods. 

Operation and maintenance of the Urban Rail 
line would be managed and funded through 
a cooperative agreement between the City 
and Capital Metropolitan Transit Authority. 
The proposition, if approved, would authorize 
Capital Metro to participate in this cooperative 
arrangement and spend a portion of its operating 
funds on the operation and maintenance of the 
Urban Rail system.

Contract with Voters 
If approved, the City would not issue bonds to 
pay costs (other than expenditures for planning, 
designing and engineering) of the Urban Rail 
line unless: 1) the City obtains commitments for 
grant or match funding from the Federal Transit 
Administration or one or more other federal or 
state sources for the cost of the Urban Rail system; 
and 2) the City provides funding of not less than 
$400 million for roadway improvement projects 
identified in the 2014 Austin Strategic Mobility Plan 
approved by Austin City Council. The roadway 
improvement projects are designed to relieve 
congestion, enhance mobility and manage traffic 
in the I-35, US 183, SH 71, RM 620, RM 1826, RM 
2222, FM 734 (Parmer), Lamar Boulevard, and 
Loop 360 corridors.

If the proposition is approved, the City expects 
to issue up to a combined $1 billion in bonds or 
other forms of debt ($600 million for Urban Rail, as 
authorized by voters, and $400 million of bonds 
or other debt instruments to be authorized by 
City Council). All of the debt would be repaid by 
property taxes or other lawfully available funds.
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Ballot Language 
The Proposition will appear on the official ballot in 
substantially the following form:

The issuance of $600,000,000 bonds and notes 
for rail systems, facilities and infrastructure, 
including a fixed rail transit system to be operated 
by Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(which may spend its funds to build, operate 
and maintain such system) servicing the East 
Riverside Corridor, downtown Austin, the State 
Capitol complex, the Medical School complex, 
the University of Texas, Hancock Center, Austin 
Community College Highland campus, and 
surrounding neighborhoods, and roadway 
improvements related to such rail systems, 
facilities and infrastructure; provided that the City 
may not issue the bonds or notes to pay the costs 
of the fixed rail system (other than expenditures for 
planning, designing and engineering necessary to 
obtain grant and/or match funding) unless (i) the 
City obtains grant or match funding for the cost 
of the fixed rail transit system from the Federal 
Transit Administration or one or more other federal 
or state sources and (ii) the City provides funding 
in an amount of not of less than $400,000,000 
to pay costs of roadway improvement projects of 
regional significance that are designed to relieve 
congestion, enhance mobility and manage traffic 
in the I-35, US 183, SH 71, RM 620, RM 1826, RM 
2222, FM 734 (Parmer), Lamar Boulevard, and 
Loop 360 corridors; and the levy of a tax sufficient 
to pay for the bonds and notes.

The complete Propostion is contained in 
Ordinance No. 20140807-017, which is posted on 
the City’s website at austintexas.gov/2014bond.

Tax and Financial Information
The $600 million of expenditures for Urban Rail 
would be funded by general obligation bonds, 
which are secured by property taxes. The $400 
million for roadway improvement projects would 
also be funded by bonds or other debt instruments 
available to the City. 

Based upon market conditions as of the date of 
adoption of Ordinance 20140807-017 on August 
7, 2014, and using taxable assessed values for 
the 2013 tax year (2013-14 fiscal year), without 

adjustment for anticipated growth in the taxable 
assessed value in future years, if the bonds and 
notes are authorized, the estimated total tax 
rate of the City is expected to be approximately 
$0.6277 per $100 of taxable assessed value (which 
represents an increase of $0.1250 per $100 of 
taxable assessed valuation as compared to the 
City’s total tax rate as of the date of adoption 
of Ordinance 20140807-017 on August 7, 2014), 
based on current State law, which is subject to 
change. As reported in the 2014 Austin Strategic 
Mobility Plan, applying the assumptions used in 
the General Obligation Bond Capacity Analysis 
dated April 29, 2014, which includes forecasted 
growth in taxable assessed values, City financial 
staff has determined that if the bonds and notes 
are issued, the City’s total tax rate would increase 
by $0.0625 per $100 of taxable assessed valuation 
(as compared to the City’s total tax rate as of the 
date of adoption of Ordinance 20140807-017 on 
August 7, 2014). The foregoing estimates include 
the impact of any debt incurred for the roadway 
improvement projects.
 
If approved by voters, the bonds and notes will 
be secured by an ad valorem tax that is sufficient, 
within limits prescribed by law, to pay the principal 
of and interest on the bonds and notes and to 
provide a sinking fund to pay the bonds and notes. 
Actual tax rates, interest rates, maturity dates, 
aggregate outstanding indebtedness and interest 
on such debt, will only be established and known 
at the time that bonds and notes are issued. In 
addition, actual tax rates will depend upon, among 
other factors, the assessed valuation of taxable 
property, prevailing interest rates, the market for 
the City’s bonds and notes and general market 
condition at the time that bonds and notes are 
issued. 

The City’s ad valorem debt service tax rate as of 
the date of adoption of Ordinance 20140807-017 
on August 7, 2014, is $0.1171 per $100 of taxable 
property. A tax increase of 6.25 cents spread out 
over five years would support repayment of the 
bonds and notes, if approved and issued, resulting 
in a projected estimated tax bill increase of $217 in 
2020 on a home currently valued at $200,000.
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How the Urban Rail Line was developed
•	 In 2011, a regional transportation planning agency called the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning 

Organization formed a Transit Working Group composed of regional elected and civic leaders to create 
a cohesive transit plan for our region. After 18 months of study and public involvement, the Transit 
Working Group endorsed the “Project Connect High-Capacity Transit System Plan,” linking 25 activity 
centers, 13 cities and four counties with a mix of Express Bus on Express Lanes, Bus Rapid Transit, 
Urban Rail, Commuter Rail and Regional Rail. 

•	 A subsequent Central Corridor Advisory Group, chaired by Mayor Lee Leffingwell and made up of 
citizens; representatives from regional business, community and professional groups; and officials 
from local government agencies met June 2013 through January 2014 to further evaluate routes, 
alignments, modes, and funding and organizational requirements. 

•	 On June 13, 2014, the Central Corridor Advisory Group endorsed a recommended route, also known as 
the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA), for Urban Rail.

•	 On June 23, 2014, the Capital Metro Board of Directors endorsed the recommended Urban Rail route 
and recommended a quick expansion to the airport.

•	 On June 26, 2014, Austin City Council endorsed the recommended Urban Rail route as part of the 2014 
Austin Strategic Mobility Plan. The plan also included the roadway projects of regional significance.

The Urban Rail line is expected to include*:
•	 9.5 miles of double-tracked, electrified route in a mostly dedicated guideway

•	 10- to 15-minute frequency and stops one-half to one mile apart with an average speed of 20-30 miles-
per-hour

•	 Estimated 2030 daily ridership is 18,000 passengers per day, with an estimated 10,000 new transit 
riders attracted to the system

•	 Transfer opportunities to the existing Capital Metro MetroRail system, which connects downtown to 
East and Northwest Austin as well as Leander

The Urban Rail line would generally operate on*:
•	 East Riverside corridor from Grove Street to the south shore of Lady Bird Lake

•	 Cross Lady Bird Lake at Trinity Street

•	 Trinity Street serving the Austin Convention Center, downtown Austin, the State Capitol Complex and 
the new Dell Medical School

•	 San Jacinto corridor serving the University of Texas including Darrell K. Royal Memorial Stadium, 
University of Texas Alumni Center, the Bass Concert Hall, and the University of Texas Engineering and 
Law schools

•	 Red River Street corridor servicing St. David’s Hospital and Hancock Center

•	 Airport Boulevard to Austin Community College Highland Campus

*Final alignment, station locations and additional project definition would be defined during the 
environmental study and preliminary engineering efforts.
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Proposed Urban Rail Line
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Austin Mobility Plan 2014-Projects of Regional Significance



7

CITY OF AUSTIN2014 Bond Election Information

Roadway Improvement Projects of 
Regional Significance include:

I-35: Capital Area Corridor  
The I-35 Corridor Implementation Plan, developed 
by TxDOT in partnership with the City of Austin 
and other regional transportation agencies, iden-
tifies projects that can be constructed to reduce 
congestion within the I-35 Corridor and improve 
freeway efficiencies. The next projects would 
allow for construction of key interchanges and 
access roadways along I-35 including:

•	 Downtown Access Roadway and Riverside 
Interchange: 
This project would develop new access ramps to/from downtown Austin with circulation and 
distribution lanes between Riverside Drive and approximately East Cesar Chavez Street. This project 
allows for future transit and highway capacity additions in the I-35 Corridor.  

•	 Oltorf, Stassney, and William Cannon Overpass and Interchange Replacements:  
These projects would reconstruct frontage road access and intersections at each of the arterials. 
Work may include replacing the existing arterial overpasses, adding U-turn structures and other safety 
improvements.

•	 US 183 Fully-Directional Interchange Completion: 
This project would connect the north and east ramp pairs, providing direct access between North I-35 
and US 183.  

•	 Regional Transportation Management Center and I-35 Integrated Corridor Management: 
This project would include using new technologies that would initially focus on the I-35 Corridor to 
manage peak hour traffic flow, construction activities, crash- and weather-related diversions as well as 
special event surges. Data from the new management center would provide actionable pre-trip and 
en-route traveler information. Improved signalization and traveler information systems in surrounding, 
parallel and feeder arterials are also included.

Improved Connectivity to Austin-Bergstrom International Airport
•	 SH 71 Direct Connectors to ABIA: 

This project would provide additional access 
to the airport for automobiles while also con-
structing portions of track bed, structures and 
drainage necessary for a potential future Urban 
Rail extension to Austin-Bergstrom International 
Airport.  

•	 US 183/Riverside Interchange: 
This project would include a new grade-sepa-
rated overpass at US 183 and Riverside Drive to 
remove turn conflicts at the existing intersection 
and provide structure for a potential future Ur-
ban Rail extension to Austin-Bergstrom Interna-
tional Airport. 
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Regional Safety and Corridor Development Programs
•	 Loop 360 Corridor Development Project 

(Ben White Boulevard to Loop 1 North): This project would be a partnership with TxDOT and other 
agencies to discuss, identify and design safety and mobility enhancements. 

•	 RM 620 and RM 2222 Corridor Development Project 
(Lakeline area to Steiner Ranch and Four Points area to Loop 360): This project would evaluate the mo-
bility needs on the western edge of Austin including safety and congestion issues within the RM 620 
and RM 2222 corridors. 

•	 FM 734 Parmer Lane Corridor Development Project and Safety Program 
(Approximately Avery Ranch Road to US 290): Thise corridor development and safety program would 
examine the extent of Parmer Lane within the City of Austin to identify and address, where possible, 
safety and congestion issues requiring near- and mid-term resolution. 

•	 RM 1826 Corridor Safety Program 
(Slaughter Lane to US 290): The City of Austin in partnership with Travis County, TxDOT, the Central 
Texas Mobility Authority and Capital Metro is investing in interim safety and mobility improvements 
to the US 290/SH 71 corridor in the vicinity of the Y at Oak Hill. This project would be an extension of 
projects underway and would examine existing as well as potential safety and mobility issues in the 
corridor and provide for the construction of some elements.

•	 Lamar Boulevard High-Capacity Transit Feasibility Program and Corridor Development Program 
(Riverside Drive to US 183): The Lamar Boulevard High-Capacity Transit and Corridor Development 
Program would examine opportunities to improve mobility on the central portion of the Lamar Corridor 
and to coordination with and build upon the high-capacity transit system. 

•	 Mueller High-Capacity Transit and Corridor Development Program 
(Hancock Center to Mueller Community): The Mueller High-Capacity Transit and Corridor Development 
Program would identify options for high-capacity transit connecting the Mueller community to the Uni-
versity of Texas/downtown Austin activity centers. 

•	 Seaholm High-Capacity Transit and Corridor Development Program 
(Convention Center to Seaholm and West Austin): The Seaholm High-Capacity Corridor Development 
Program would examine potential roadway improvements and high-capacity transit options to connect 
the Austin Convention Center with the MetroRapid Bus Rapid Transit service in the Guadalupe and 
Lavaca corridors as well as the planned future regional rail investments in the MoPac corridor. 

•	 South/Southwest High-Capacity Transit Corridor Development Program 
(Downtown Austin to Hays County): The City of Austin has partnered with regional transportation agen-
cies to bring high-capacity transit options to South and Southwest Austin. This project would include 
an examination of the MoPac South Corridor, serving Circle C and Oak Hill, and South Congress/South 
Lamar Corridor, serving South Central Austin.



9

CITY OF AUSTIN2014 Bond Election Information

N
  L

AM
AR

  B
LV

D

D
ES

SA
U

  R
D

H
EA

TH
ER

W
IL

D
E 

 B
LV

D

GU
AD

AL
U

PE
  S

T

RE
D

  R
IV

ER
  S

T

S 
 C

ON
GR

ES
S 

 A
VE

S 
 1

ST
  S

T

S 
 L

AM
AR

  B
LV

D

M
ET

R
IC

  B
LV

D

S 
 L

A
M

A
R

BL
VD

S 
 1

ST
  S

T

M
A

N
CH

AC
A

  R
D

W
ES

TG
AT

E 
 B

LV
D

ES
CA

R
PM

EN
T 

 B
LV

D

PL
EA

SA
N

T 
 V

A
LL

EY
  R

D

CH
IC

O
N

 S
T

SP
R

IN
G

D
A

LE
R

D

M
O

N
TO

PO
LI

S 
 D

R

M
O

N
TO

PO
LI

S 
 D

R

PA
R

K
ER

  L
N

VA
R

G
A

S 
 R

D

D
U

VA
L 

 S
T

CA
M

ER
O

N
  R

D

M
A

N
O

R
  R

D

M
OK

AN
  C

OR
RI

D
OR

JO
H

N
N

Y  M
O

R
R

IS  R
D

A
IR

PO
R

T  BLVD

HOWARD  LN

BURNET  R
D

MOPAC

UNIVERSITY  B
LV

D

BOWMAN  R
D

WHITESTONE  B
LV

D

WALSH  TARLTON  L
N

35

35

35

35

71

1

360

360

1

1

71

45

45

130

734

969

130

130

290

183

183

183A

183A

183

183

183

183

ANDERSON
LN

OHLEN
RD

BRAKER  LN

PARMER  LN

RESEARCHBLVD

GREAT  HILLS  TR

AIRPORT BLVD

PARMER  LN

RIVERSIDE  DR

BEN  WHITE  BLVD

STASSNEY  LN

WILLIAM  CANNON  DR

OLTORF  ST

ENFIELD  RD

LAKE  AUSTIN  BLVD

BEE  CAVES  RD

35TH  ST

W  5TH / 6TH

CONVICT  HILL  RD

DEAN  KEETON  ST

E  7TH

E  2ND

KOENIG  LN

NORTHLAND  DR

MANOR RD

HANCOCK  DR

BEN  WHITE  BLVD

STASSNEY  LN

WILLIAM  CANNON  DR

45TH  ST

B
U

R
N

E
T 

 R
D

M
O

PA
C

M
O

PA
C

W
O

O
D

R
O

W
  A

VE

B
U

LL
CR

EE
K

 R
D

E
XP

O
S

IT
IO

N
  B

LV
D

B
A

LC
O

N
ES

  D
R

290

290

290

79

79

RUNDBERG  LN

B
ER

K
M

A
N

  D
R

S
P

R
IN

G
D

A
LE

  R
D

CA
M

ER
O

N
  R

D

STECK  AVE

AIRPORT  BLVD

LOYOLA  LN

LO
O

P  360

ROGGE  LN

ST  JOHNS  AVE

RUTHERFORD  RD

B
LU

FF
S

P
R

IN
G

S
 R

D

JO
LL

YV
IL

LE
R

D

P
O

N
D

 S
P

R
IN

G
S

R
D

1431

1431

1460

LEANDER  RD

M
AYS  ST

PALM  VALLEY  BLVD

PECAN  ST

MLK JR,  BLVD

E  12TH

GOVALLE  AVE

M
O

K
A

N
  C

O
R

R
ID

O
R

UNIVERSITY
OF TEXAS

ACC
RIVERSIDE

ACC
NORTHRIDGE

CAPITOL
COMPLEX

ST EDWARD’S UNIVERSITY

ACC
RIO GRANDE

SETON
MEDICAL
CENTER

THE
DOMAIN

UT PICKLE
RESEARCH

CENTER

DELL
CHILDREN’S
MEDICAL CENTER

Oltorf

SoCo
Travis Heights

Lakeshore

Burton

Pleasant Valley

Grove

South Central
    Waterfront

Oltorf West

Bluebonnet

Brodie
Oaks

Westgate

Lamar Square

Republic
Square

Austin History
Center

Capitol

Museum

UT/West Mall

UT/Dean Keeton

Hyde Park

North Loop

Allandale

West 38th

Justin

Northcross

Ohlen

Crossroads

UT Research Center

Domain

35th/MoPac

Braker/Domain

Brentwood

North Lamar
Transit Center

Rundberg

Masterson

Tech Ridge

Manor

Webberville

Triangle
Sunshine

Rosedale

Barton Springs

Auditorium
Shores

St Edward’s

South Congress
Transit Center

Little Texas

Pleasant
Hill

Medical School

Stadium

UT North

St David’s Mueller

East
Austin

Airport
Blvd

ACC
Highland

Capitol

East 7th

Slaughter Ln

TO SAN ANTONIO

SLAUGHTER LN

TO SAN MARCOS

MLK, Jr

Plaza
Saltillo

Highland

Georgetown

Hutto

Pflugerville
North

Georgetown
West

Lakeline

Leander

Cedar Park

Kramer

Crestview

Hancock

Seaholm

Convention
Center

Round Rock

McNeil

Hester’s Crossing

Pflugerville

Old Settlers

TXST
 Round
  Rock

Howard

Oak Hill

West Austin

Austin-Bergstrom
International Airport

  

 

Chinatown

Southpark
Meadows

TO ELGIN

TO TAYLOR 

GEORGETOWN

ROUND 
ROCK

LEANDER
HUTTO

MANOR

WEBBERVILLE

CEDAR
PARK

AUSTIN

PFLUGERVILLE

schematic map
not to scale

Regional Rail

LSTAR (proposed)

Urban Rail

(proposed)

Potential Future Extensions

Transit in Express Lanes

MetroExpress (proposed)

Connect

MetroConnect
Direct, limited-stop
bus service (proposed)

Local Bus

MetroBus (operating)

Bus Rapid Transit

MetroRapid (operating)

Extensions (proposed)

Express Lanes
(planned) 

Potential Future Extensions

Potential Future Transportation
Corridors

Right-of-Way Preservation

Major Transfer Center Planned Transit Destination Park & RideRail or BRT Station

  

CENTRAL TEXAS HIGH-CAPACITY TRANSIT SYSTEM PLAN
adopted June 2012 / revised June 2014 / DRAFT

Corridors, stations, routes and transit modes for planned lines are
conceptual only, and subject to review and modification.

Commuter Rail

MetroRail (operating)

Extension (proposed)

20140708

Central Texas High-Capacity Transit System Plan



CITY OF AUSTIN

SPECIAL ELECTION INFORMATION
Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2014

austintexas.gov/2014bond

austintexas.gov/2014bond
512-974-7840


