
WHAT CONSTITUTES AN EXCURSION

A TRUE EXCURSION IS WHEN THE UNIT’S TEMPERATURE ACTUALLY 
REACHES TEMPERATURES ABOVE OR BELOW THE FOLLOWING RANGES:

CELSIUS  

REFRIGERATOR = ABOVE 8° & BELOW 2°

FREEZER = ABOVE -15° & BELOW -50°

FARENHEIT 

REFRIGERATOR =  ABOVE 46° & BELOW 36°

FREEZER = ABOVE 5° & BELOW –58°



TEMPERATURE EXCURSION PROCESS & 
PROCEDURES

• DATA LOGGERS ARE PROGRAMMED TO NOTIFY PROVIDERS 
THAT THE UNIT’S INTERNAL TEMPERATURE IS GETTING CLOSE 
TO THE EXCURSION TEMPERATURE.

• IF THE DATA LOGGER ALARMS AND IS IMMEDIATELY 
ADDRESSED BY STAFF BEFORE REACHING THE OUT-OF-RANGE 
TEMPERATURE BY THE FOLLOWING:

• CLOSING THE DOOR OF UNIT IF ACCIDENTALLY LEFT OPEN.

• MOVING VACCINES IMMEDIATELY INTO A BACK UP UNIT DUE 
TO POWER OUTAGE OR UNIT MALFUNCTION.

• IF EITHER OF THESE SITUATIONS OCCUR YOU DO NOT NEED 
TO CONTACT YOUR R.E. 

• COMPLETE A VSTR AND WRITE IN THE “DESCRIPTION OF 
EVENT” A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF EVENT AND ACTION 
THAT TOOK PLACE: CLOSED UNIT DOOR, MOVED VACCINES, 
ETC…

• PLACE REPORT IN YOUR TVFC/BINDER IN THE MONTH OF 
OCCURRENCE.

TRUE EXCURSION PROCESS :

• UNIT EXPERIENCES ACTUAL OUT OF RANGE TEMPERATURE FROM POWER 
OUTAGE AND/OR UNIT MALFUNCTION, ETC…:

• VACCINES MUST IMMEDIATELY BE QUARANTINED.

• DATALOGGER DOWNLOADED.

• VSTR (THIRD PAGE OF THE TEMP LOGS WHEN PRINTED OUT) “DESCRIPTION 
OF EVENT” AND “ACTION TAKEN” FILLED IN.

• CONTACT ALL THE MANUFACTURERS OF THE VACCINES INVOLVED IN 
EXCURSION, MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THE FILLED IN VSTR & DATA LOGGER 
DOWNLOAD IN FRONT OF YOU TO PROVIDE NECESSARY INFORMATION FOR 
VIABILITY DETERMINATION.

• FROM EACH OF THE MANUFACTURERS ASK FOR A CASE# ALONG WITH THE 
VACCINE VIABILITY DETERMINATION.

• IN THE “RESULTS” SECTION OF THE VTRS YOU WILL WRITE 
MANUFACTURER’S NAME, NAMES OF VACCINES INVOLVED, CASE# AND 
WHETHER THEVACCINES WERE DETERMINED VIABLE OR NON-VIABLE.

• FOR NON-VIABLE VACCINES IMMEDIATELY BAG THEM UP AND MOVE OUT OF 
UNIT. 

• IMMEDIATELY WASTE VACCINES OUT OF VAOS.

• EMAIL VSTR AND PHYSICIAN SIGNED LOSS REPORT TOGETHER TO R.E.  
PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE ANY OTHER DOCUMENTATION WITH THESE 
DOCUMENTS.



THE VACCINE STORAGE 

TROUBLESHOOTING RECORD MUST 

BE COMPLETED FOR ALL

TEMPERATURE EXURSIONS THAT 

OCCUR WITH ONLY UNITS THAT 

HOLD VFC/ASN VACCINE. 

EMAIL COMPLETED FORM WITH 

THE SIGNED OFF WASTED REPORT 

TO YOUR R.E. 

VSTR – VACCINE 

STORAGE 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

REPORT
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