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Humanity 
finds delight 

and 
inspiration at 

waterfront 
settings





Lee Myung-bak
Mayor of Seoul and 

later President of 
Korea

Cheonggyecheon River Restoration, Seoul, Korea       2000-2006
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Montreal Waterfront, Canada

1. 
Transformations 

along urban 
waterfronts are a 

recurring condition 
in the life of a city 
and tends to take 

place during times 
of economic, 

technological and 
cultural shifts.



MONTREAL
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2.   Along the 
waterfronts of 

cities worldwide 
the human 

instinct to both 
preserve and to 

reinvent are 
robustly acted 

out. 



Boston’s Old Harbor Reimagined





BATTERY WHARF



Providence, RI 
Planning 1970’s-
80’s 

State Capitol

Downtown Providence

• Relocate the Central 
Train Station, and 
minimize the presence of 
the track alignment.

• Daylight a long-
forgotten river from 
under railroad tracks.

•  Establish a 
redevelopment district –
The Capital Center - to 
fund public 
improvements.

•  Reconnect the area of 
the Capital to the 
downtown.

State House

Providence, 
Rhode Island

3.    The public 
increasingly 
desires and 

expects access to 
the water.  

This usually 
requires 

overcoming 
historic barriers, 

physical, 
proprietary and 

psychological.









4.  Maintaining
Linear Public 

Connectivity is 
Important, but   
Emphasizing  

Perpendiculars 
from the City 
Fabric to the 
River is even 

more important
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Reinventing the Crescent
Post Katrina Development Plan for New Orleans





Reinventing the Crescent, New Orleans





























5.   Waterfront 
redevelopments are 
long-term projects 

with long-term 
value to be gained.  

Endangering this 
for short-term 

riches rarely 
produce the most 
desirable results. 

10 Challenges of Riverfront PlanningChicago’s Lakefront



Chicago’s Downtown Lakeshore ~1900

Burnham - Chicago Plan - 1909



c.1920    Chicago     c.2000





6.  Wise 
waterfront 

planning seeks to 
unravel 

unnecessarily 
polarized visions, 

and proceeds at two 
scales:  that of the 

corridor-wide 
watershed, and that 

of the strategic 
[catalytic] project.

Washington DC

Anacostia 
Waterfront 

Initiative
Washington DC







South Capital Street Corridor Urban Design Plan



Sustainable Design Considerations

• tree canopy (double row)
• porous paving in parking 
lane 
• porous paving 
continuous tree lane
• planting at center 
median
• private gardens in 
setback

H Street Foggy Bottom

A green street…..



South Capital Street Corridor Plan & Washington Nationals Ballpark
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1
A Clean and 
Vibrant River

2
Breaking 
Down Barriers 
and Gaining 
Access

3
A Great Park 
System

4
Places of 
Distinct 
Character

5
Building and 
Sustaining 
Strong 
Neighborhoods

… the Themes of the Anacostia Waterfront Initiative

A W I TOWARDS A FRAMEWORK



7.    To make 
waterfronts 

come alive they 
must become 

desireable 
places for 

dwelling not 
just to visit and 

recreate.

Boston

Vienna

Augusta, Maine

Cairo, Egypt



Boston’s Rowes Wharf







The Vancouver, Canada 
Motto:

“LIVING FIRST”
.



8.  The success 
and appeal of 

landside 
development is 

intrinsically tied to 
the success and 

appeal of adjacent 
water uses.





Pittsburgh Riverlife: Three Rivers Master Plan







West End Bridge

S. 10th St. Bridge

16th St. Bridge

Chan Krieger & Associates6. Open spaces



Tailgating in Pittsburgh



9.   A city’s 
waterfront is its 

umbilical cord to 
nature, to the 

salutary affects of 
natural beauty, 

and thus demands 
intelligent 

environmental 
stewardship.



The Charles River Esplanade, 
Boston & Cambridge, MA 
.













Zhang Gong 
Mtn. Park

Dragon Lake 
Waterfront Park

A Pearl Necklace for Bengbu, China







13 Meters 17 Meters

15 Meters 21 Meters









10.   A city’s 
waterfront is the 

setting that 
provides the best 

antidote to 
homogenization or 

generic urban 
development



Alex Krieger上海市外滩滨水区城市设计
Reconstruction of the Bund, Shanghai, China

2007-2010







CASE STUDY: Shanghai Bund Streetscape

案例研究：上海外滩街景







3.  The 

Boulevard 

Promenade







Lovers Wall Concept

情人墙设计概念

Embedded glass block
地面嵌入式玻璃砖

Glass entrances to subway & shops
玻璃落地窗+地铁与商店入口

Wood bench 木制座凳Trashcan 垃圾桶



Chen Yi Plaza at Night
陈毅广场夜景





Public Space  Gained



A CASE STUDY
Final







Creating Boston’s Seaport District
-- Today’s “Innovation District”





Viaduct

BOSTON SEAPORT’S NEW INNOVATION 

DISTRICT



2001



BOSTON’S “BIG DIG”



Show aerial photo of site before and after







Boston’s New Convention Center 2000-

2004





MASSPORT COMMONWEALTH FLATS 

STRATEGIC PLAN, 2000





Show aerial photo of site before and after

Bank of America Concert 
Pavilion





FERRY TO CAPE 

COD BA PAVILLION

HARPOON

THOMPSON ISLAND

PLEASURE BAY

DOWNTOWN

LIBERTY WHARF

D STREET PARK

ICA



2050 Resilience Challenge
Anticipated flooding at high tide with a 

storm surge comparable to Hurricane 

Sandy in addition to estimated sea level 

rise in the year 2050:

+7.5’ from current mean water level



02 – FOUR COURTS – Northern Aerial







Distinctive
Settings at 

Water’s Edge 
Provide 

Significant 
Advantages for a 

City’s   
Competitiveness 

in the Global 
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Best of Luck With the South Central Waterfront Initiative
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