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Supply and demand   

Incomes are flat 

Construction industry rebuilding 

Our form of development 
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Why is there an affordable  
housing crisis? 

Cities are struggling to meet the needs of their 
citizens and costs are passed along to new 

development. (That is good.)  

 



Why are Cities Struggling? 
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How Austin Grows Affects Our City: 
 –  Costs of Long-Term Maintenance of Streets and Utilities 
 – The Number of Police Stations, Fire Stations, Libraries 
 – The Types and Alternatives for Transportation 
 – The Consumption of Our Open Space 
 – The Use of our Natural Resources 

Approximate Lengths of Roads/Utilities Associated with Austin’s Expected 
10-Year Growth at Suburban, Townhome and Urban Densities 

Consequences of Sprawl 



What is “missing middle” housing and 
what tools can we use to implement 

this housing? 



Duplex 

Original Lot:                      $200,000 
 
Duplex Unit Land Cost    $100,000 



Triplex 

Original Lot:                    $200,000 
 
Triplex Unit Land Cost:    $66,667 



Fourplex 

Original Lot:                          $200,000 
 
Fourplex Unit Land Cost:     $50,000 



Original Lot:                      $200,000 
 
Six-plex Unit Land Cost:   $33,333   

Six-plex 



11 to 14 units pre acre 



Townhomes . . . 8 to 12 units per acre 



Eight-plex 

About 18 units per acre 



Small apartment  
buildings 

About 20 to 30 units per acre 



Density Helps Affordability 





Thank you! 


