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Over 700 total traffic fatalities 

since 2004 

 

34 deaths already this year 

 

Austin is the 13th most 

dangerous city for cities over 

500K 

 

 



Source: City of Austin Annual Crime and Traffic Reports 
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Holistic approach which aims 

to achieve zero deaths & 

zero serious injuries 

while traveling in Austin 



No traffic death is 

acceptable 



People will make 

mistakes; those 

mistakes shouldn’t 

be fatal 



Safety is the primary 

consideration in 

transportation 

decision-making 



Traffic safety 

solutions must be 

addressed holistically 



Where we 

are today 
- data 

- mapping 

- best 

practices 



Sample Action Plans 

New York, 2014 Seattle, 2015 San Francisco, 2015 



Top-level 

recommendations 

Action Plan 



Letter from the Mayor 



Near Term Actions 



Driven by Data 

SF 



Education 

Choices: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftYqENMUbM0 

Racer : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0oP1UiGYG9Q&feature=youtu.be 

 
from www.YourChoicesMatter.nyc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftYqENMUbM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0oP1UiGYG9Q&feature=youtu.be


Enforcement 

http://www.carcrushing.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/radar-gun.jpg 

Focus enforcement on most dangerous 
behaviors, driven by data 



Longer Term Actions 



Action Plan 

Components of those  

recommendations 



Top causes drawn from NYC & San Francisco: San Francisco: Walk San Francisco; 

http://transalt.org/sites/default/files/news/reports/2011/Vision_Zero.pdf p. 16 





Initiatives & Gaps Addressing Top Causes 



Austin Police Department Initiatives 

Addressing Top Contributing Factors  

May 15, 2015 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Program / Initiative 

1.) Selective Traffic Enforcement 
Program (STEP) 

5.) Motorcycle Safety Awareness 

2.) Hands-Free Ordinance 
6.) Operation Crosswalk 
Enforcement 

3.) Arrive Alive 7.) Red Light Cameras 

4.) No Refusal 8.) Don’t Block the Box 



Selective Traffic Enforcement program (STEP) 

• Goal is to increase enforcement of traffic laws and 
decrease the number of deaths and critical injuries 

• Citywide grant focused on traffic hot spots 
designated within the grant 

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or 

Funding Source? 

x x      x    x 



Hands-Free Ordinance 

• Citywide ordinance to prohibit              
holding, touching or using all             
handheld portable electronic devices 
while a motor vehicle or            
bicycle is in motion 

• Ordinance went into effect January                  
2015 

 

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or Funding 

Source? 

x  x  x       

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or 

Funding Source? 

x  x  x       



Arrive Alive Central Texas 

 

• Goal to reduce deaths and critical injuries 

 

• 22 Agencies participate in enforcement 

 

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or Funding 

Source? 

x x  x  x  x  x   

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or 

Funding Source? 

x x  x  x  x  x   



Arrive Alive Central Texas 

 

Select dates: 

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or Funding 

Source? 

x x  x  x  x  x   

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or 

Funding Source? 

x x  x  x  x  x   

Event Operation Dates 

Arrive Alive Central Texas Home for the Holidays November 27-January 2, 2014 

SXSW March 7-16, 2014 

Memorial Day Weekend May 23-26, 2014 

ROT Rally  June 12-June 15, 2014 

4th of July July 4-6, 2014 

Labor Day August 29-September 1, 2014 

Thanksgiving  November 27-November 30, 2014 



No Refusal Initiative 

• Citywide initiative  

• Issue blood search warrants for suspected 
DWI on select dates: 

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or Funding 

Source? 

     x     

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or 

Funding Source? 

     x     

New Years Eve Super Bowl 

Mardi Gras SWSW 

July 4 



Motorcycle Safety Awareness 

• Goal is to reduce motorcycle deaths and 
injuries 

• APD participates in TxDOT’s statewide Share 
the Road motorcycle safety and public 
awareness campaign 

• Motorcyclists make up 20.6% of traffic 
fatalities this year 

 

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or 

Funding Source? 

x x  x  x  x  x   



Operation Crosswalk Enforcement 

• Goal to increase compliance of Pedestrian 
ROW 

• Media Attention sought 

• Targeting drivers more effective than ticketing 
pedestrians. The driver should be considered 
the key to the problem. 

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or 

Funding Source? 

x  x  x       



Don’t Block The Box 

• Joint ATD/APD initiative 

• Goal to increase mobility and traffic safety at 
select intersections 

 

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or Funding 

Source? 

x x  x  x  x  x   

  Moving Violations Non-Moving 
Violations 

Warnings 

Week 1 360 106 46 
Week 2 293 47 44 
Week 3 348 56 82 
Week 4 258 43 53 
Week 5 228 30 48 
Week 6       

Totals 1487 282 273 



Red Light Cameras 

 

 

Top cause(s) the Initiative / Best Practice addresses: 

Speeding Failure to 

Stop 

Distraction/ 

Inattention 

Failing to yield 

Right of Way 

Intoxication Improper 

Maneuvers 

Is this a Data or 

Funding Source? 

x  x         

IH 35 NB/11th St  (activated 5/23/08) Pre-Activation Post-Activation 

Total Intersection Crashes 62 13 

Total Red Light Related Crashes 59 6 

Riverside/Pleasant Valley  (activated 6/13/08) Pre-Activation Post-Activation 

Total Intersection Crashes 28 11 

Total Red Light Related Crashes 17 2 

Mopac/Hwy 290  (activated 9/30/08) Pre-Activation Post-Activation 

Total Intersection Crashes 14 4 

Total Red Light Related Crashes 13 4 

IH 35 SB Frontage/15th St  (activated 9/30/08) Pre-Activation Post-Activation 

Total Intersection Crashes 13 5 

Total Red Light Related Crashes 13 4 

Mopac/Howard/Wells Branch  (activated 3/31/09) Pre-Activation Post-Activation 

Total Intersection Crashes 26 4 

Total Red Light Related Crashes 9 1 

Ben White/Lamar Blvd  (activated 3/31/09) Pre-Activation Post-Activation 

Total Intersection Crashes 37 23 

Total Red Light Related Crashes 33 20 



Austin Transportation Dept. 



Next Steps 



 

 

Questions / Discussion 
 

 

 
Robert Anderson 
512.974.6405 
robert.anderson2@austintexas.gov  
  
Austin Planning & Zoning Department 
Comprehensive Planning Division 

mailto:robert.anderson2@austintexas.gov

