City of Austin
119th Congress

Legislative Priorities

AFFORDABILITY & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

e Partnerships: Foster collaboration between
businesses, government, and workforce partners
to address workforce needs and build talent
pipelines.

Economic Opportunities: Attract new
employers, address regional disparities, and
tackle housing and transportation challenges in
Austin’s diverse economy.

Fair Housing: Promote fair housing policies to
ensure equitable access to housing and services.
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MOBILITY & INFRASTRUCTURE

¢ Innovative Transportation: Advocate for funding
for projects like Project Connect, airport
expansion, and Our Future 35 to enhance
mobility and regional connectivity.

Infrastructure: Secure robust funding for transit,
intermodal transportation, and infrastructure
that creates economic opportunities and

improves mobility.

EFFICIENT & COST-EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT SERVICES

o Efficient Services: Ensure federal funding
for critical programs like the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law and maintain tax-exempt
municipal bonds.

Local Authority: Protect cities’ ability to
innovate, access federal funds, and manage
local governance effectively.
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ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY & CLIMATE RESILIENCE

e Climate Action: Develop sustainable solutions
to combat climate change, increase energy
efficiency, and support clean energy technology.
Resource Preservation: Advocate for policies
safeguarding air, land, water quality, and public
health as Austin grows.
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PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY

e Health Infrastructure: Strengthen public health
capacity at federal, state, and local levels.

o Safety & Equity: Update policies to address
systemic racism and build stronger relationships
between law enforcement and communities.

WELCOMING VIBRANT COMMUNITY

e Civil Rights: Uphold human rights and ensure
equitable treatment for underserved populations.

Community Support: Recognize cities’ roles in

economic innovation and providing safety nets for
vulnerable residents.

Scan QR Code for
additional information
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Population: 981,035 (Austin proper),
2.5 million in the Austin metropolitan
area (2025 projected).

Geography: Capital of Texas, located
in Central Texas along the Colorado
River. Known for its rolling hills, Lady
Bird Lake, and outdoor activities.
Nicknamed “Bat City” for its iconic
Congress Avenue Bridge bat colony.

Budget: FY 2024-25 approved budget
is $5.9 billion, including $2.6 billion
in new capital appropriations for
projects like affordable housing,
transportation, and sustainability
initiatives.

Economy: Known as a global tech hub
and innovation center. Key industries
include technology, government,
education, transportation, healthcare,
and creative sectors. Major
employers: City of Austin, State of
Texas, University of Texas, H-E-B,
Dell, Samsung, Apple, and IBM.
Unemployment rate: 3.2% (2023).

CITY SERVICES:

Parks & Recreation: 355 parks, 34
swimming pools, 11 splash pads, and
the iconic Zilker Park.

Libraries: 22 branches providing
access to books, digital tools, and
community programs.

Public Safety: Over 371,000 patrol
responses, 7,578 fire incidents
dispatched, and 74,652 EMS
transports annually.

Utilities: Operates Austin Energy
and Austin Water, with advanced
sustainability programs and a
commitment to clean energy.
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City of Austin
Fast Facts

Transportation: Home to Austin-
Bergstrom International Airport (21.9
million passengers annually) and
major investments in transit such as
Project Connect and Our Future 35 to
enhance mobility.

Growth & Innovation: One of the
fastest-growing metro areas in the U.S.
Austin’s population has quadrupled
since 1970. Continues to lead in
sustainability with goals like achieving
net-zero emissions by 2040.

Cultural Highlights: Celebrated as
the “Live Music Capital of the World,”
hosting SXSW, Austin City Limits, and
a thriving culinary scene with over
2,000 food trucks and award-winning
BBQ.

Government: Operates under a
council-manager form of government.
The mayor is elected citywide,

and there are 10 council members
representing single-member districts.

Education: Home to multiple higher
education institutions and a school
district serving approximately 74,000
students.

Health: Investments in public health
including homelessness, mental
health services and chronic disease
prevention programs.

Equity Initiative: Committed to
affordable housing, supporting our
most vulnerable population, including
investments in family stabilization
programs and homelessness solutions.




