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After review of the newly released MPDS version 13 changes, it is necessary to address a concern with
the IAED’s new definition of miscarriage. The OMD, in conjunction with the EMS Dispatch Review
Committee, believes that IAED’s new definition of a miscarriage does not meet the needs or
expectations of the Austin-Travis County Community. While a Proposal For Change is being drafted to
address this issue with IAED, the following Medical Directive will be in effect.

The EMD may consider a miscarriage to be defined as: The post-delivery of the fetus or products of
conception (tissue) prior to 5 months or 20 weeks of gestation.

The EMD may consider gestational viability to be defined as: The delivery of a newly born infant
beginning at 5 months or 20 weeks of gestation.

Please review this information in preparation for the implementation of these changes on August 01,
2016 at 0700 hours.

Thanks for all you do. Questions relating specifically to the COGs can be sent to cogs@austintexas.gov

Larry Arms, LP
Clinical Operations, Practices and Standards Coordinator
Office of the Medical Director, Austin - Travis County EMS System

Mark Ackrell, MD
Austin-Travis County EMS
Interim System Medical Director
ESV#072816726
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