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• Approximately $131 million in parkland dedication (PLD) fees have been 
collected from 1,000 new development cases across the city since 2016.

• Of the $131 million collected, approximately $34 million has been spent on 
park improvement and acquisition projects since 2016.

• Approximately $44 million is available to spend. Expenditure criteria limits 
use of those available funds by restricting where they can be spent. The $44 
million represents over 450 smaller buckets of money that must be 
expended  within 2 miles of where it was collected. 

• About $50.5 million is planned/allocated to park development and 
acquisition projects across the city.

• Approximately $5.5 million in PLD fees have been waived to support 
affordable housing development.

Parkland Dedication Funding Overview

Visit Parkland Dedication Website

https://www.austintexas.gov/PLD


Available Parkland 
Dedication Funds

Visit Parkland Dedication Website 3

Expenditure Criteria Limits Use of 
Funds
Funds must be spent within 2 miles or within 
the Park Planning Area where they were 
collected

Concentration of available PLD 
funds based on expenditure 

criteria

High

Low

https://www.austintexas.gov/PLD


• Total amount of fees collected (since 2016) that have yet to be appropriated: $7.6 
million

• Total appropriation (since 2016), encumbrances and expenses to date in the PLD CIP- 
Total appropriated $131 million, Encumbered $50.5 million, Expenses $34 million

• Projected annual amount of PLD fees for the upcoming year: Approximately $1.1 
million

• Total Amounts since the adoption of the PLD ordinance in 2016
• Fees in lieu of land dedication: $106.6 million
• Park Development fees Collected: $24.8 million
• Land and amenities dedicated: Under the 2016 Parkland Dedication Ordinance developers have 

dedicated $56.4 million in new parkland and constructed $19.1 million in new park 
improvements required through PLD. Park improvements are no longer part of the Parkland 
Dedication Ordinance for Multifamily since HB1526

Parkland Dedication Since 2016

Visit Parkland Dedication Website

https://www.austintexas.gov/PLD


Passage of 
HB1526

Visit Parkland Dedication Website

https://www.austintexas.gov/PLD


Park Improvements and Acquisitions Funded 
through Parkland Dedication



Major Acquisitions Funded by PLD Funds

Cooper Neighborhood 
Park

Bull Creek Bluff 
Neighborhood Park

Jamestown 
Neighborhood Park

Shadywood 
Neighborhood Park

College Row Pocket 
Park



Major Park Improvement Projects Funded by 
PLD Funds

Oertli Neighborhood Park 
Development

Duncan Neighborhood 
Park Improvements

Highland Neighborhood 
Park Phase II Development

Northern Walnut Creek 
Greenbelt Trail Phase II

Mexican American Cultural 
Center Expansion



Parkland Acquisition and Land Banking

• Land banking allows PARD to purchase land today with available funding from 
willing sellers and ensures critical park connections are not lost to development 
pressure.

• Land banking saves money by acquiring land today at a lower cost than in the 
future. Land banking serves as an investment and as land prices increase in Austin, 
that investment pays dividends in the form of savings to the community.

• During the time between acquisition and development, the new parkland may be 
maintained as a natural area that contributes to the health of the environment 
through carbon sequestration, habitat protection, water quality and flood mitigation. 

• If the parcel is in a residential area, it is maintained for public passive recreation 
from day one- kicking a ball around, picnicking, hiking, bird watching, water access, 
etc.



Cost to Maintain New, Undeveloped Parkland

Infill neighborhood and 
pocket parks adjacent to 
existing homes must be 
mowed and maintained to 
match the level of 
maintenance of private 
lawns. Maintenance 
includes mowing and litter 
control.

Greenbelts are managed on 
a response basis and 
mowing is limited to areas 
along the street. The 
remaining area is kept in its 
natural state with limited 
forestry maintenance on a 
response basis.

Larger rural parks without 
adjacent neighbors. 
Requires  regular mowing along 
the street in addition to being 
added to the land management 
plan which includes increased 
maintenance such as fuel 
reduction and ecological 
restoration. 

$2,500/acre
Avg Size 2 acres

$350/acre
Avg Size 1 maintained acre

$850/acre
Avg size 50 acres
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