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M A S T E R  P L A N  PLAN MAESTRO

ABOUT THE MASTER PLAN
Answering the question, “What can  OCMP become?” is the central 
focus of the Onion Creek Metro Park Master Plan (OCMP). Based on 
input from residents, community leaders and city planners, a master 
plan will be developed for the 555-acre regional park. The master 
planning process is being conducted in two phases and will take 
into account input from nearby residents, as well as the general 
public.
PHASE 1 - Vision Statement
PHASE 2 - Draft and Final Master Plan 

The regional park master plan may include ideas for: 
·	 improvements to open spaces and onion creek
·	 accessible trails for walking, running, or biking
·	 dog parks
·	 equestrian activities
·	 ball fields
·	 areas in the park for gatherings.
·	 recreation or multi-entertainment facilities
·	 exercise areas
·	 educational opportunities
·	 other ideas

The Austin Parks Foundation is leading the planning process 
in collaboration with the City of Austin Parks and Recreation 
Department. 
The Master Plan is expected to be completed by the summer of 
2015.

Sobre El Plan Maestro
Respondiendo a la pregunta: “¿Qué puede llegar a ser OCMP?” 
es la meta central del Plan Maestro de Onion Creek Metro Park 
(OCMP). Con base en las aportaciones de los residentes, líderes 
comunitarios y planificadores de la ciudad, un Plan Maestro se 
desarrollará para el parque regional de 555 acres. El proceso de 
planificación se llevara a cabo en dos fases y tomara en cuenta las 
aportaciones de los residentes cercanos, así como las del público 
en general.
Fase 1 - Desarrollar Declaración de Visión 
Fase 2 - Preparar Plan Preliminar y Plan Maestro final
El Plan Maestro del parque regional puede incluir ideas para: 
·	 mejoramientos de espacios al aire libre y Onion Creek 
·	 senderos accesibles para caminar, correr o andar en bicicleta 
·	 parques para perros 
·	 actividades ecuestres 
·	 campos deportivos 
·	 áreas en el parque para reuniones
·	 instalaciones de recreación o de entretenimiento múltiple 
·	 áreas de ejercicio 
·	 oportunidades educativas 
· 	 otras ideas.

La fundación Austin Parks Foundation está dirigiendo el proceso de 
planificación en colaboración con el Departamento de Parques y 
Recreación de la Ciudad de Austin. Se espera que el Plan Maestro 
esté terminado para el verano de 2015. 
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Outlines the overall direction 
for the park Master Plan

PHASE 1
Vision Statement  

Defines programs, specific 
improvements and phases for the 
development of the Master Plan

PHASE 2
Draft & Final
Master Plan 

Outlines the overall direction 
for the park Master Plan

PHASE 1
Vision Statement  

Defines programs, specific 
improvements and phases for the 
development of the Master Plan

PHASE 2
Draft & Final
Master Plan 

 IS A General outline for what the park will be based on 
stakeholder input.

 Provides a site inventory and analysis of environmental 
opportunities and constraints.

 Compares projects of similar size, context, and user 
demographics.

 Establishes park character relative to ecology, historic and 
cultural significance, anticipated users, economics, and long 
term maintenance. 

 Informs a Master Plan where planners will incorporate highly 
developed design solutions for landscape types, activities, and 
programming needs relative to site specific form, function, cost, 
and phasing.V
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Es un esquema general para lo que el parque sera basado 
en las aportaciones de las partes interesadas. 

Proporciona un inventario y análisis de las oportunidades 
y limitaciones ambientales de la localidad del parque. 

Compara proyectos de similar tamaño, contexto y 
demografía de usuarios. 

Establece el carácter del parque relativo a la ecología, 
importancia histórica y cultural, los usuarios 
anticipados, la economía y el mantenimiento a largo plazo. 

Informa un plan maestro donde los planificadores 
incorporarán soluciones de diseño altamente 
desarrollados para tipos de paisajes, actividades y 
necesidades de programación en relación con la forma, 
lugar, función, costo, y transcurso.
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W H A T  C A N  O N I O N  C R E E K  M E T R O  P A R K  B E C O M E ?
¿ Q u é  puede      llegar       a  ser    O nion     cree    k  metro      par   k ? 

for more information
∙ OCMP Website: 
  www.austintexas.gov/onioncreekpark 
∙ SpeakUpAustin.org
∙ Austin 311 (24/7)

Contact us
∙ Email:
  onioncreek@makingthingsclear.com
∙ 512.646.1478



park    ideas      i d eas    para    par  q u es

CU


LT
U

R
A

L
A

C
T

IV
E

P
A

S
S

IV
E

N
A

T
U

R
A

L

CU


LT
U

R
A

L
A

C
T

IV
o

P
A

S
IV

o
N

A
T

U
R

A
L

STREAM RESTORATION FOREST RESTORATION WILDFLOWER FIELD WILDLIFE HABITAT

NATURE PATHS CREEK BEACH TREE HOUSES PORCH SWING

5K LOOP FIELD DAY FUN DAY WORKOUT MULTI USE TRAIL

MOVIES IN THE PARK COMMUNITY SPACE CONCERT IN THE PARK OUTDOOR MARKET



P U B L I C  S U R V E Y  R E S U LT S  res   u lta  d os   d e  en  c u esta  

PARK IDEA PREFERENCES

high preference low preference

15 10 5

stream restoration forest restoration
widl�ower �eld

water conservation
wildlife habitat

native plant nursery
nature education

sustainable energy
invasives removal

detention lake
prairie restoration

wetland

grazing animals
ecological research

bio-swales

nature paths picnic grove

tree houses

porch swing grove
activity meadows

hammock grove
creek beach

star gazing
creek overlooks

great lawn
great hills

equestrian trails observation tower
seed collection

birding center
pedi cabs

other
5k loop
disc golf

workout stations
multi-use trail

playground
bike trails

adventure play

adventure forest
splash pad

yoga/pilates
skate park

archery
soccer

baseball/softball

bike share
ice skating
volleyball

trampolines

boot camp
mini golf

horseshoes

bmx 

badminton

boxcar racing
bocce

croquet
�y �shing

bouncy castles

movies in the park
community space

other 

live music
outdoor market

community garden
amphitheater

children’s maze
vehicle parking
bond�re circle
botanic garden

group pavillion

dog park

festival space

food trucks

bbq pits

children’s museum
cafe

interactive art
installation art

visitors center
sculpture park

wedding venues
horse camp

library
hot air balloon

art studio

equestrian center

CULTURAL

ACTIVE

PASSIVE

NATURAL

program typologies



V I S I O N  P L A N  v i s i on   para    el   par  q u e
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nature urban
ACTIVE
TRADITIONAL PLAYGROUND
SPLASH PARK
BOUNCY CASTLES
TRAMPOLINES
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND
ADVENTURE FOREST
BOXCAR RACING
YOGA/PILATES
BOOTCAMP
WORKOUT STATIONS
5K TRAIL LOOP
MULTI-USE TRAIL
BMX
SKATEPARK
BIKE TRAILS
BIKE SHARE
DISC GOLF
ARCHERY
BADMINTON
BOCCE
MINIATURE GOLF
CROQUET
ICE SKATING
DISC GOLF
FLY FISHING
HORSESHOES
SOCCER
VOLLEYBALL
TENNIS
BASEBALL/SOFTBALL
BASKETBALL

CULTURAL
COMMUNITY SPACE
MOVIES IN THE PARK
LIVE MUSIC
AMPHITHEATER
WEDDING VENUES
FESTIVAL SPACE
OUTDOOR MARKET
VEHICULAR PARKING
BONFIRE CIRCLE
VISITOR’S CENTER
EDUCATION CENTER
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
LIBRARY
COMMUNITY GARDENS
CAFÉ
FOOD TRUCKS
MESQUITE BBQ PITS
PICNIC SHELTERS
GROUP PAVILION
DOG PARK
EQUESTRIAN CAMP
INSTALLATION ART
INTERACTIVE ART
ART STUDIO
SCULPTURE PARK
BUTTERFLY GARDEN
BOTANIC GARDENS
CHILDREN’S MAZE
HOT AIR BALLOON
MODEL AIRPLANES
WIRELESS  HUB

PASSIVE
NATURE PATHS
SEED COLLECTION
HAMMOCK GROVE
PORCH SWING GROVE
GREAT LAWN
ACTIVITY MEADOWS
GREAT HILL
CREEK BEACHES
EQUESTRIAN TRAILS
STAR GAZING
CREEK OVERLOOKS
BIRDING CENTER
PICNIC GROVE
TREEHOUSES
PEDI-CAB
OBSERVATION TOWER

NATURE
FOREST RESTORATION
PRAIRIE RESTORATION
STREAM RESTORATION
WILDFLOWER FIELDS
BIOSWALES
WATER CONSERVATION
DETENTION LAKE
DEMONSTRATION WETLANDS
INVASIVES REMOVAL
WILDLIFE HABITAT 
NATIVE PLANT NURSERY
GRAZING ANIMALS
NATURE EDUCATION
ECOLOGICAL RESEARCH SITES
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FARM

Both the ecological study and the 
results from the public survey 
informed the zoning of the vision 
plan. Areas that were performing 
at a healthy ecological function 
should be preserved and engaged 
with programs reflected in the 
NATURE + PASSIVE categories. 
Areas with poor ecological 
performance can be enhanced 
with ACTIVE + CULTURAL 
programs. 

Tanto el estudio ecológico y los 
resultados de la encuesta pública 
informaron a la zonificación del 
plan. Las áreas que estaban 
realizando en una función 
ecológica saludable deben ser 
preservadas y los programas 
reflejados en la NATURALEZA 
+ PASIVO. Las áreas con bajo 
rendimiento ecológico pueden 
mejorarse con programas 
ACTIVOS + CULTURALES .
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ONION  CREEK

ECOLOGICALLY
IMPAIRED

RIPARIAN

MEADOW

OAK
SAVANNAH

OS
M

RIPARIAN 
WOODLAND 
COMPLEXEI

RIPARIAN 
BOTTOMLAND 
FOREST

RIPARIAN 
BOTTOMLAND 
FOREST

MW

RIPARIAN 
CORRIDOR

RIPARIAN 
CORRIDOR

MIXED WOODLANDMIXED WOODLAND
The mixed woodland 
community consists of a 
hardwood canopy coverage 
greater than 40%. 
Understory consists of 
shrubs such as Mexican 
Buckeye and cool season 
grasses such as Texas 
Wintergrass and
Cedar Sedge. Shade loving 
vegetation like Inland Sea 
Oats will also find their
niche in this community. 

ECOLOGICALLY 
IMPAIRED
These areas of the park have 
been damaged through and 
serve very little ecological 
value in their current state. 
There are areas where 
excavation has occured, 
suffer from erosion due to 
channelization, or are 
heavily heavily invaded by 
agressive species such as 
Juniperus ashei or 
Rapistrum  rugosum. 

RIPARIAN
This ecological community 
structures itself around 
water. Mature Bald Cypress 
trees can be found dotting 
the banks of the creek as 
well as forb species such as 
phlox and chervil. These 
areas are opportunities to do 
restoration and low impact 
development as well as 
provide opportunities for 
education and engagement 
with the water. 

MEADOW
This ecological community is 
present where there are 
deeper soils that provide the 
depth midgrasses such as 
silverbluestem and side oats 
grama thrive in. Also present 
in this community are 
annual wildflowers such as 
indian blanket, horsemint, 
and black-eyed susan. 
Hardwood canopy cover is 
less than 15%

OAK SAVANNAH
The structure of this 
community provides habitat 
for several of the species 
that migrate through central 
Texas. The composition of 
this community is typically 
between 15-30% hardwood 
canopy coverage and an 
understory comprised of 
short to mid grasses and 
forbs.  
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T E L L  U S  W H E R E  Y O U  L I V E  ¿ d ó n d e  v i v es  ?
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