Austin Memorial Park Prairie Restoration Proposal Interest Assessment

Q1 Do you have a loved one currently interred in Austin Memorial Park or have you
purchased/inherited a space in Austin Memorial Park?

Answered: 164  Skipped: 0

e _

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

- Yes . No
YES NO TOTAL
Q1: Yes 100.00% 0.00% 100.00%
164 0 164
Total Respondents 164 0 164

Q2 Would you like to see the as-of-yet unplatted / unutilized space in Austin Memorial Park
converted into a walkable and managed native prairie space until the area is needed for
burials?

Answered: 162  Skipped: 2

e _

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%  100%

. Yes . No
YES NO TOTAL
Q1: Yes 83.33% 16.67% 100.00%
135 27 162
Total Respondents 135 27 162

Q3 Would you like to see the City of Austin create more spaces like this to cultivate native
plant populations within the city?

Answered: 162  Skipped: 2
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e _

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%  100%

. Yes . No
YES NO TOTAL
Q1: Yes 85.80% 14.20% 100.00%
139 23 162
Total Respondents 139 23 162

Q4 How do you feel about the cemeteries offering nature and ecology based educational
programming like guided walks through the cemeteries, provided they are designed so as
not to interfere with services or other visitors?

Answered: 161  Skipped: 3

e _

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

. I'd really lik... . The idea do... | do not like...
I'D REALLY LIKE TO SEE MORE PROGRAMMING THE IDEA DOESN'T BOTHER ME / | AM 1 DO NOT LIKE THIS TOTAL
LIKE THIS INDIFFERENT IDEA
Q1: Yes 50.93% 23.60% 25.47%  100.00%
82 38 41 161
Total 82 38 41 161
Respondents
Q5 Please share additional thoughts or comments below.
Answered: 80  Skipped: 84
PLEASE SHARE ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS OR COMMENTS BELOW. TOTAL
Q1: Yes 100.00% 100.00%
80 80
Total Respondents 80 80
# Q1: YES DATE
1 Great idea to provide a natural space of food and shelter for wildlife! 11/11/2021 5:00 PM
2 We love this cemetery! fully support these efforts. 11/6/2021 6:48 PM
3 Encourage Ecology, nature/wildlife and trail programs 11/3/2021 6:43 AM
4 | love the idea of creating inviting spaces for all community members (and wildlife!) in our cemeteries. 10/29/2021 3:37 PM
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Austin Memorial park is so beautiful! Love it! My husband and other relatives are buried there. This is a lovely idea!
Nature-based programs are very compatible with cemeteries
Yes

Cemeteries are lovely, quiet, contemplative spaces that should welcome nature-based programming, gardens,
walking trails, history, etc. This is Austin Memorial PARK!

Did | miss the percentage of the property not yet platted would be planted as native prairie space? | would not be in
favor of ALL the unplatted space but certainly some of it can be.

Great plan for this yet to be used space.

MY wife and | buried our daughter Cate in 2017, in Austin Memorial Park. The cemetery is a very special place for
us. | think as long as this new idea doesn't interfere with what's there already, and doesn't increase traffic in areas
where loved ones are buried then it's a good idea.

| come sit with my mother, son, husband, sister here at the cementary. A place of peace and quite. Thank you ©
| visit the cemetery every day and | don't like the idea of guided tours in there.
A unique and useful idea that is worth undertaking.

| think cemeteries should be more inviting and integrated with the community and life. The reflection inspired by the
memories of our loved ones and those we didn’t know is important for the soul of the city.

| actually would like to see more programming like this, but am concerned that the area in question may not be
sufficiently "policed" to prevent irresponsible people from coming in and using the area for picnics, teenagers for
mischief, increased possibility of interference with burial spaces already there just by people walking through it
more. When | visit the graves of my loved ones, | don't like the idea of little troops of walkers disrupting my quiet
time there.

Sounds like a wonderful plan and use of land.
it might be nice to have it mowed where it meets the street also to keep critters back from the road/paths

Love this idea and one of the desirable reasons we choose this location is due to the vegetation and natural areas
within the park.

I loved the blue bonnets in the spring

| like the idea but not for the cemetery. Only because of the reverence associated with the cemetery. You lost me
with a comment of a walking trail. It means that it could because a hiking and biking route.

Could you just establish the prairie land but no guided walks. It's still a cemetery, not a park. Once established, let
nature have its own space without more interference from humans.

We have so many monetary problems facing the City presently. | am not willing to be a contributor now.

| have always been impressed with the services provided and eat excellent support and customer service offered.
My Mom and my Dad are buried here. Thank you. W Barner

I would like to see flowering shrubs created along the roadway of the cemetery.

Sounds good as long as there is actually a plan in place to maintain the area, not just let it get overgrown and thus
unusable and unsightly as has happened at the Elizibet Ney grounds.

Fix the fence and the toilets.
A cemetery should be only for visitation of loved ones. Not trails, not events, not education, not tours.

My only concern is that, once the "prairie" has been established, there might be push-back about not disturbing it -
thus reneging on the understanding that it will be used as future burial grounds.

| think the current removal of benches, flowers, dog figurines, etc is a terrible idea. We are in an area where the new
rules were put in place before we bought it. | don't like it but it's fair we were told. All others should be grandfathered
in. | fell in love with this grave yard because of such varity in the graves. So many told fascinating stories about the
passed. Once benches are removed how is Widower going to be able to spend time with his loved one. I'm just
disgusted the city is doing this though | know the economic rational. Very sad. The destruction of one of the nicest
graveyard. Very sad.

Because many bird species need wide-open spaces in order to thrive, this space is already very valuable bird
habitat. Restoration to native prairie would be beautiful and ecologically valuable, but | would support this ONLY if it
was not over-managed and over-utilized. | would be in favor ONLY if programming was severely restricted to nature
walks & birdwatching only, on a very limited basis, and NOT extended to guided walks thru the cemetery itself,
which would be disturbing to those present who are in mourning. The memorial park must be preserved as it is
intended, to be a solemn site for burials and for those who grieve and who visit seeking peace and solace. AMP
must not be allowed to become overly busy and crowded, which could lead to people bringing in young children and
dogs and treating the cemetery as any other park. The policy must continue to be NO dogs allowed, no
commercialization, and observance of quiet and respectful decorum. Under these circumstances | would be
supportive of exploring the native prairie effort, and might be interested in volunteering as well.

I would very much like, if it were possible, to be allowed to piggyback onto this project by planting native
flowers/grasses near my loved one's grave. | know he would be very much in favor of it as well. He would also love
the idea of the proposed native prairie space and educational programs. | can see such programs deepening
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people's emotional investment in and love for the cemetery and maybe taking some of the scary ick factor out of
death. Also, btw, | will be laid to rest beside my husband at some point in the (I hope distant) future, so | have a
vested interest in the project as well.

| am very disappointed at the City’s indifference toward the health and survival of the existing live oak trees within
the cemetery. Many are grossly infested with ball moss and are in danger of dying. This problem must be addressed
immediately.

More Bluebonnets!!!

This encroachment of neighbors into any part of these sacred grounds discredits the families who entrust their loved
ones to the City. This will not be a temporary use, it will be over decades and set a path for future encroachment.
This should never have gotten this far to not maintain even a portion of the cemetery. This project is not in the
cemetery vision or master plan. Shame on the City for considering it.

We experienced an amazing experience when holding our recent memorial service. Thank you for the gentlemen on
cart on site & Sheila who made our day easy! Much appreciated

Unrelated, but want to share: Happened to pass through a cemetery recently where docents dressed in period
costume spoke and represented certain deceased community leaders or others of stature. Participants were given a
map and schedule at the entrance. It seemed a wonderful way to teach history, honor those departed, and bring us
closer to our heritage. Has Austin ever considered such a program? I'm very happy that we could use the land in
some meaningful way before it is needed for burials. I'm a nature lover, and would certainly visit AMP just to
observe its natural wonders.

Despite best intentions regarding education, letting groups tour the area is likely to be disruptive.
Can ANYONE level the headstones. That is the worst thing in Austin Memorial Park

Since Austin purchased Austin Memorial Park groups have wanted to turn the cemetery into a park place for the
public rather than a final resting place for people that have purchased plots to interr their loved ones. This idea also
came up when a study was done years ago. There are other city owned properties where native plants, walking
trails could be developed for educional programs for nature and ecology for the public. For example at the Grove or
Shoal Creek, both are few blocks from the cemetery. The city chose to sell a large natural area the Grove to
developers that cut down trees and turned a beautiful natural area into commercial buildings, condos, apartments,
and paved streets rather than keep it as a park area for Austin residents, and now you want to turn the cemetery
into an area for the public!!! There is a small Grove park area where native plants, walking trails could be developed
for educional programs for nature and ecology for the public. Austin Memorial Park Cemetery should remain for
those that have purchased very expensive burial plots for their loved ones. My mother- in-law and my husband are
interred at Austin Memorial Park Cemetery and it will be my final resting place too!!! | have a home in Tarrytown a
few blocks from the cemetery. My husband chose this cemetery for his mother and he is now buried next to her. |
DO NOT WANT IT TURNED INTO AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR NATURAL PLANTS AND A WALKING
TRAILS NOW OR EVER. WHY DOES THIS QUESTION KEEP COMING UP EVERY FEW YEARS. | HAVE NOT
CHANGED MY MIND ON THIS SUBJECT AND NEVER WILL. IT IS A CEMETERY!!! IT IS A CEMETERY, KEEP
IT THAT WAY!

Would love to see something done in section one to keep the erosion from occurring thus causing unstable
headstones.

Cut race and age from future surveys. No need to perpetuate our differences.
All of the City of Austin's cemetery need a facelift. | think this is not the way.
Don’'t want to see huge people traffic through the processed sections of the cemetery.

| think this is a great idea and support it wholeheartedly! | would, however, prefer some space be set aside
permanently for this rather than having to remove all of it sometime in the future for new gravesites. Once the native
populations are restored it would be a shame to delete them even if this is far in the future in our eyes. ©

I am in favor of the idea if it is not paid for with tax dollars by the city and state...

I'm unless the city plans to install a new irrigation system for original plots and the new project | am against it. |
have been begging for 17;years for a much needed new irrigation system. The excuse is no money, so how can
there be money for this new project

So many toppled grave markers at Austin Memorial Park bothers me. When our grave stones slanted, | paid to
have them righted. | realize not every family has a living member, or can afford the cost. Can anything be done?

Scheduling will be a challenge, as some days (with short notice) can have multiple services within a short time
period. Any tours would have to be very small size and managed well.

1 do not think we purchased spaces in order to have guided tours through our family plots! These areas belong to
families! We need our resources for the up keep of the cemetery. Watering, landscaping care, etc.

| think it's a good idea as long as my loved ones don't get bothered cause there's time I've visit them and they've
been bothered and it really makes me unhappy.

| would love to see some of this native prairie planted around the established grave yard, or better maintenance of
the lawns. Thank you.

| am interested in the cost to plot owners. If there is an "assessment" then | am not for it.

Must be done with guides. Include vacant lots at Oakwood. Do not mow the bluebonnets until after the
blooming/seeding season. They are a visitor draw for photography.
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Good idea!

The concept of a landscaped area for repose and reflection, as well as the propagation and display of native plants,
is genius, but not sure how | feel about guided tours. Groups cannot help but be intrusive, as they would be out for a
“good time,” “a touristy experience, “the right camera angle,” a place to have a picnic or jog, etc. It would not be “a
meeting of the minds.” Thank you for asking.

My son and only child is buried under a native oak that has had periods of moss build up destroying the limbs. |
have paid private people several times to clean the tree up and remove the dead or dying limbs. | really believe the
park friendly people of Austin should do more to preserve the beautiful trees in the cemetery forever.

The City of Austin already owns vast amounts of "park" and/or "nature preserve" space that they cannot or will not

take care of. This is a bad idea and a poor use of P&R dollars. Having moved to Austin in 1977 and leaving the city
limits in 2014, I've witnessed too many of these good intentions just become empire building . . . the former Dallas

Catholic Diocese retreat on Lake Austin off RM620 is a FINE example.

N/A

a cemetery is a place of peaceful reflection and rememberance not an additional recreational site for people with NO
connection to loved ones who are interned at the cemetery. Secondly, | plant Bluebonnet and highway mix wild
seeds at my plots in Oakwood---only to have Parks & Rec MOW THEM DOWN once they sprout. Low confidence in
ability to manage this land

My only concern is that once so used, it is absolutley without any chance this new use will be permanent and grave
yard space diminished.

No info re costs/savings or any “cons.” This survey appears to be designed to bolster support for a project its
sponsors have already decided to do.

| feel with additional human traffic in the area the sacredness of our loved one’s resting places which we have used
for burial since the early 1900’s would be more commercial. Not sure | like the idea.

sounds wonderful!

| might support this if the land scape was was created as a wild flower meadow, but not just a bunch of weeds.
All for it. My wife and | law are interned at Austin Memorial

I'd like to help if | can

This caught my attention, initially | thought why not? Well it will be disruptive and bring more traffic into the area. It
has the potential to cause problems down the line. Please leave this area alone.

It is a wonderful way to commemorate our love ones at AMP

Looking at the map my immediate thought was why is this project limited to only that area? The big "fill" field to the
west and north is years away from active use as well. | know this is an obvious comment, but even if the time is
much shorter before planting on the larger field, the effort would be worth it. Pulling nature into our cemetery areas,
rather than pushing it away, is perhaps breaking with some tradition of more recent times but if you think about it, a
connection to the natural life and cycles of this world is one of the most powerful calming and soothing gifts a
grieving person can receive. | love this proposal and believe that cemeteries can be nudged towards more
welcoming public spaces, held as peaceful and respectful parkland that is widely known as part of the infrastructure
and assets of a community.

So grateful that the unused land can provide a service until it is needed.

| like the current situation at AMP where quiet contemplative visits to loved ones buried there may continue without
organized groups touring through. That has the potential to be disruptive and agitating to a person mourning a loved
one.

I'm also a near-neighbor (49th St) and | often come to walk in the cemetery and enjoy the peace and quiet. I'd love
to see a prairie wirh native species.

There have been many attempts to "improve” AMPC all of which | feel would lessen the sacredness of the
cemetery. | go there to visit my family and meditate and would prefer not to have to deal with people tromping
through for their pleasure or "education”. Shame on whoever continues to try and use this special dedicated space
for anything other than what it is........ a cemetery, a resting place for the dead.

Since | feel that Austin Parks and Recreation Department tends to over programming other spaces. and generally

over reach. | do not like the idea of programming. However IF guided NATURE walks were involved small groups (
10 people maximum) and IF no amplification of anything and IF Nothing was sold (no food, beverages or hats etc.)
and only a brochure offered it could be fine..

The entire grounds of AMP need to be replanted with native drought-hardy sustainable native plants. The current
grass and soil are in terrible condition, especially as the water has been turned off through much of the summer due
to "water main breaks" (although the water by the main office always works). Mowing the grass, especially in areas
where it is sparse or mostly dead only serves to further erode the already poor topsoil (and the mowing burns fossil
fuels and adds to pollution). As the climate gets hotter and drier, water-hungry grass lawns are simply not going to
be sustainable. Trying to maintain grass at AMP is a waste of time, money, and resources.

This could offer opportunity for various families to underwrite an area planted with flowers as memorials...in various
locations so as to give color, texture, etc from the plantings...

Would scattering of cremains be allowed in this area? | think it would be appropriate.

This is against State law and City Ordinance to use a cemetery for anything but cemetery use.
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80 My only concern would be an increase of foot/vehicle traffic in the cemetery as a whole. To me, the public entering

AMP just to see nature and not revering AMP as hallowed ground is a problem. But like all problems, proper
management of this nature development could/might mitigate any issues. A separate entrance away from the
developed burial plots would be ideal | would think.

9/30/2021 5:34 PM

Q6 Which race/ethnicity best describes you? (Please choose only one.)

Q1: Yes

Answered: 163  Skipped: 1
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
. American I... . Asian / Paci... Black or Afr... . Hispanic or ...
. White . Prefer not t... . Multiple et...
ASIAN | BLACK OR HISPANIC OR WHITE PREFER
PACIFIC AFRICAN LATINO/A OR NOT TO
ISLANDER AMERICAN LATINX ANSWER
0.61% 3.68% 6.75%  73.01% 9.82%
1 6 11 119 16
1 6 11 119 16

Caucasian/Asian/Black/Caribbean Islander.

100%

Q7 In what ZIP code is your home located?

Answered: 153  Skipped: 11

IN WHAT ZIP CODE IS YOUR HOME LOCATED?

AMERICAN INDIAN

OR ALASKAN

NATIVE
Q1: Yes 1.84%

3

Total 3
Respondents
# Q1: YES
1 indian, caucasion, negro
2 Caucasian
3
4 Austin
5 Del Valle
6 | am Hispanic, but my husband is Anglo
7 Austin
Q1: Yes

Total Respondents

Q1: YES
78723
78731
78746
78756
78758
78731

N o o~ W N P H

78731

153
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MULTIPLE ETHNICITY TOTAL
| OTHER (PLEASE
SPECIFY)
4.29%  100.00%
7 163
7 163
DATE

10/22/2021 11:11 AM
10/22/2021 9:02 AM
10/22/2021 8:18 AM
10/21/2021 4:56 PM
10/21/2021 4:27 PM
10/21/2021 2:33 PM
10/21/2021 2:18 PM

TOTAL
100.00% 100.00%
153 153
153
DATE

11/30/2021 7:07 PM
11/11/2021 5:00 PM
11/9/2021 7:55 PM
11/6/2021 6:48 PM
11/3/2021 6:43 AM
11/1/2021 6:21 AM
10/29/2021 3:37 PM
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122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146

78724
78758
78730
78731
78731
78731
78731
77056
33026
78759
78738
78626
78633
78704
78731
78703
78660
78746
78732
78681
78733
78757
78756
78653
78729
78758
78734
78759
78744
78731
78756
78756
78756
78756
78756
78756
78756
78756
78731
78731
78731
78731
78703
77015
78701
78739
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10/21/2021 2:58 PM
10/21/2021 2:46 PM
10/21/2021 2:41 PM
10/21/2021 2:40 PM
10/21/2021 2:37 PM
10/21/2021 2:36 PM
10/21/2021 2:35 PM
10/21/2021 2:33 PM
10/21/2021 2:32 PM
10/21/2021 2:26 PM
10/21/2021 2:22 PM
10/21/2021 2:20 PM
10/21/2021 2:19 PM
10/21/2021 2:19 PM
10/21/2021 2:18 PM
10/21/2021 2:18 PM
10/21/2021 2:15 PM
10/21/2021 2:14 PM
10/21/2021 2:14 PM
10/21/2021 2:13 PM
10/21/2021 2:12 PM
10/21/2021 2:12 PM
10/21/2021 2:11 PM
10/21/2021 2:10 PM
10/21/2021 2:09 PM
10/17/2021 11:52 PM
10/16/2021 10:14 PM
10/16/2021 8:15 PM
10/15/2021 5:02 PM
10/12/2021 1:32 PM
10/12/2021 10:17 AM
10/12/2021 10:08 AM
10/12/2021 9:33 AM
10/12/2021 9:00 AM
10/11/2021 10:31 PM
10/11/2021 9:04 PM
10/11/2021 5:08 PM
10/11/2021 4:15 PM
10/11/2021 3:14 PM
10/11/2021 2:32 PM
10/11/2021 1:50 PM
10/11/2021 12:40 PM
10/5/2021 6:54 PM
10/5/2021 3:48 PM
10/1/2021 11:39 AM
10/1/2021 7:11 AM
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147 78704
148 78733
149 78757
150 78746
151 78130
152 78750
153 78628
Q8 What is your age?
Answered: 160  Skipped: 4
Q1: Yes
0%  10%  20%  30%  40% 50% 60%  70%  80%
@ under1s B 1524 25-34 M 35-44
M 45-54 Bs564 065+
UNDER 18 1824 25-34 35-44 45.54
Q1: Yes 0.00% 0.00% 0.63% 5.00% 7.50%
0 0 1 8 12
Total Respondents 0 0 1 8 12
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90%

55-64

33

100%

20.63%
33

10/1/2021 6:04 AM
9/30/2021 8:16 PM
9/30/2021 8:01 PM
9/30/2021 7:22 PM
9/30/2021 6:45 PM
9/30/2021 5:56 PM
9/30/2021 5:34 PM

65+ TOTAL
66.25% 100.00%
106 160
106 160



