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Augustine “Tony” Castillo 
 
 

 
 

65 years of service to 
Pan Am and East Austin 
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A Life of Service and Dedication 
 
There’s no doubt about it. Tony Castillo grew up at Pan Am. From an early age, he participated 
in youth sports programs and spent most of his summers on Pan Am’s fields and playgrounds. 
The park and Zavala Elementary, next door, was not just his “home away from home,” it WAS 
his home. The park’s programs were a refuge for Tony. As one of 11 children, it was often easier 
to live at the park where there was supervision, games, fun and sometimes food! He was there 
all the time! As proof, when Pan Am celebrated its 25th anniversary in 1971, the Pan Am 
Advisory Board awarded Tony with the “Outstanding Male Participant” Award.  
 
As an adult, Tony gave back to Pan Am in numerous ways. He organized and directed a 
Christmas toy drive for the underprivileged of East Austin, he coached in youth leagues, and he 
umpired hundreds of games. He also served on the Pan Am Recreation Center Advisory Board 
for seven years with four of those years as president. In addition, he served on the Austin Parks 
and Recreation Department Advisory Board in the mid 1970s. Through all his efforts, Tony’s 
goal was to advocate for the children and residents of East Austin. He wanted to make sure the 
families in his neighborhood were afforded the same or better recreational opportunities than 
himself. 
 
In 1961, Tony helped establish the Jokers Athletic Club and their home field was Pan Am. The 
Jokers would play fastpitch softball at Pan Am. Through many decades, the team would host 
tournaments featuring fastpitch teams from around the country. Often, Tony would recruit 
local celebrities to hand out trophies to the winning teams. On several occasions, he brought in 
Heisman Trophy winner, Earl Campbell and former Texas football coach Darrell Royal to deliver 
the awards. Seeing these two icons at Pan Am was a treat for the local fans. The tournaments 
were well attended with hundreds in the bleachers, especially for the championship games. 
 
Perhaps, Tony’s greatest contribution to East Austin was his 33 years of teaching and coaching 
at Johnston High School. His roots there go almost as deep as they do at Pan Am. Johnston was 
Tony’s alma mater and he served as the school’s very first senior class president. Later, as an 
educator, he taught history and government and helped to ignite civic pride and duty in his 
students. As a coach, he taught young men and women the value of teamwork, perseverance, 
and hard work. The highlight of his coaching career came in 1986, when his varsity basketball 
team advanced to the State Semifinals at a sold-out Erwin Center. 
 
Tony was also on the ground floor of desegregation in Austin schools. Tony welcomed kids from 
affluent neighborhoods to Johnston and helped them assimilate. The thousands of Johnston 
graduates during that time will tell you, Coach Castillo or “TC,” was a popular teacher who knew 
how to bring kids of all races and different economic backgrounds together.  
 
We believe that this “paints a picture” of Tony’s dedication to Pan Am and to East Austin. We 
strongly believe that because of his decades of community service and his life-long 
commitment to athletics and recreation, the Pan Am softball field and/or the Pan Am 
Park/Complex should be renamed in his honor.  
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BOARD MEMBER - PAN AMERICAN RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD – 
1974-1981  
- SERVED AS PRESIDENT – 1977-1981 

 
BOARD MEMBER – AUSTIN PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
ADVISORY BOARD – 1977 
 
DIRECTOR – JOKERS ATHLETIC CLUB YOUTH BASKETBALL CLINIC- PAN AM 
RECREATION CENTER – 1979-1981 
 
DIRECTOR – JOKERS ATHLETIC CLUB YOUTH BASEBALL CLINIC – PAN AM 
RECREATION CENTER – 1979-1982 
- RAISED FUNDS TO TAKE PARTICIPANTS TO ASTROS GAME IN 

HOUSTON 
 
UMPIRE – GOVALLE PONY YOUTH BASEBALL – 1965-1969 
 
CHARTER MEMBER – EAST AUSTIN OPTIMIST CLUB – 1967-1968 
 
DIRECTOR – JOKERS ATHLETIC CLUB BASKETBALL ANNUAL TOURNAMENT 
– PAN AM RECREATION CENTER – 1968-1983 
 
DIRECTOR – JOKERS ATHLETIC CLUB MEN’S FASTPITCH NATIONAL & 
STATE SOFTBALL TOURNAMENTS – 1967-1986 
 
DIRECTOR – STATE YOUTH BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT – PAN AM 
RECREATION CENTER – 1963-1968 
 
DIRECTOR – CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE – EAST AUSTIN (PAN AM RECREATION 
CENTER) – 1964-1967 
 
 

AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

PAN AMERICAN CENTER ADVISORY BOARD OUTSTANDING MALE 
PARTICIPANT – 1948-1971 
 
NATIONAL LATIN AMERICAN SOFTBALL HALL OF HONOR INDUCTEE – 
1999 
 
TEXAS FASTPITCH “FATHER OF THE YEAR” – 1991 
 
JOHNSTON HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR – 1982 
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ALL-CENTRAL TEXAS BASKETBALL COACH OF THE YEAR, 3 YEARS 
 
AISD BOYS BASKETBALL COACH OF THE YEAR, 4 YEARS 
 
TEXAS BOYS COACH OF THE YEAR NOMINEE, 1986 
 

EXPERIENCE 

SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER - JOHNSTON & AKINS HIGH SCHOOL - 1960-
2004 
 
HEAD COACH, VARSITY BOYS BASKETBALL – JOHNSTON HS – 1973-1998 
 
HEAD COACH, VARSITY SOFTBALL – JOHNSTON HS – 1998-2002 
- STATE SEMIFINALIST, 1996 

 
ATHLETIC COORDINATOR – JOHNSTON HS – 1994-1995 
 
HEAD COACH , GIRLS BASKETBALL – AKINS HS – 2002-2004 
 
HEAD COACH, SOFTBALL – AKINS HS – 2002-2004 
 
ATHLETIC COORDINATOR – PAN AM RECREATION CENTER – 1964-1967 
 
PLAYGROUND DIRECTOR – METZ, COMAL, GOVALLE, PALM PARKS – 
(VARIOUS YEARS, MID 1960S) 
 

EDUCATION 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE • 1969 • UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 
Major: Health and Physical Education 
Minor: History  
 
Completed 24 hours towards Master of Education degree 
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Through the Years 
 
 

 

Tony and Louis Murillo coaching 
youth sports programs at Pan Am in 
the 1960s. 
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Top left: Christmas Toy Drive, 
early 1960s 
 
Bottom left: Pan Am Outstanding 
Male Participant Award, 1971 
 
Top right: Receiving tournament 
championship trophy from US 
Congressman, J.J. “Jake” Pickle, 
1960s 
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Top left: With Coach Darrell Royal 
handing out awards after 
basketball tournament at Pan Am, 
mid 1970s 
 
Top right: baseball clinic in East 
Austin, early 1980s. Participants 
ended the week with a trip to see 
the Astros in Houston. 
 
Left: Earl Campbell is greeted by 
fans prior to handing out 
tournament trophies, late 1970s 
 
Left: Baseball clinic participants 
honored on scoreboard at the 
Houston Astrodome. 
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Top: Recognition for Jokers fastpitch 
softball team by the Austin, Texas 
History-Making Oral History Project, 
2018 
 
Bottom: Tony and Jokers recognized 
at the Texas State Capitol with State 
Representative, Kirk Watson 
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Pages 10-12:  Tony was honored by the City of Austin and the State Senate 
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Induction of players to the Pan 
Am Fastpitch Softball Hall of 
Honor, 2021. Many inductees 
were honored posthumously 
and were represented by their 
families. 
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September 12, 2021 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Naming a park, school, or other public facility that honors or memorializes the work and contributing 
services of civic-conscious individuals is always an important means of acknowledging extended 
community service.  It becomes even more relevant when individuals selected for these honors also 
reflect the history and culture of the community involved.  East Austin has its own unique relevance and 
presence in Austin community life.  It also has a strong sense of knowing individuals from the 
community who through time have influenced and changed the lives of others. 

As consideration is given to renaming Pan American Park’s softball field, Tony “TC” Castillo should rank 
among the top candidates for selection.  A product of East Austin, his involvement in the community 
dates back to his teenage years as far back as the 1950’s when he was among the founders of the Jokers 
softball team.  He continued his efforts by also organizing a Jokers basketball team that also hosted 
league tournaments for younger age youth.  In addition to sports, TC also played important roles in 
expanding the community’s political voice.  His membership in LUCHA was significant in the election of 
fist-time Latino office holders from East Austin that included Richard Moya, John Trevino, and Gonzalo 
Barrientos. 

In his approach of “leading by example,” TC completed his studies at the University of Texas, taught in 
the classrooms of the AISD, and became head coach of the former Johnston High School Rams, leading 
the team to a historic “Final Four” state tournament appearance at the University of Texas in 1986. 

In considering other candidates, there will certainly be those who were successful in business, the 
political scene or other worthy endeavors.  There are few, on the other hand, who took the hand dealt 
to them in life and not only transformed themselves, but hundreds of others in the process.  Re-naming 
the Pan American softball field and/or the Pan American Park/Complex in honor of Tony Castillo will be 
a living testimony to his East Austin roots and his life’s work. 

Sincerely, 

 

Ernesto Nieto 
President & Founder 
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