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Consultants: 
•   Rialto Studio Inc. Landscape Architecture
•   Civil Engineers – CIVILITUDE ENGINEERS & PLANNERS 
•   Architecture – CasaBella Architects
•   Cost Estimating - AG\CM 

Meeting Purpose: 
•   Update on Implementation of Vision Plan for 
     Walter E. Long Metropolitan Park Phase 1 
     

INTRODUCTIONS 
AND MEETING PURPOSE
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VISION PLAN PROCESS: 

Project 
Kick Off!

Dec. 2017

Inventory & 
Analysis

Framework & 
Preliminary 

Plan

Final Vision
Plan

Review &
Adoption

• Regional and site 
context

• Utility infrastructure
• Existing facilities
• Zoning
• Vegetation
• Hydrology 
• Soils 
• Topography
• History

• Vision development
• Programming 

development
• Concept Development
• Preliminary Vision Plan
• Estimate of Cost
• Potential Implementation

• Draft Vision Plan 
Finalized

• Parks and Recreation 
Board recommended 
adoption to City Council

• Adoption of Vision Plan 
by City Council 

• Plan for Implementation

Oct. 2020



Project 
Kick Off!

Inventory & 
Analysis

Framework & 
Preliminary 

Plan

Final Vision
Plan

Review &
Adoption

Planning:
Public Survey
Stakeholder Meetings
Intercept Survey

Stakeholder Meeting 
No. 1 – April 4, 2018

Stakeholder Meeting 
No. 2 – June 6, 2018

Stakeholder Meeting 
No. 3 – October 31, 2018

Stakeholder Meeting 
No. 4 – April 12, 2019
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VISION PLAN PROCESS CONT.: 

Public Engagement



The Walter E. Long Metropolitan Park 
Vision Plan was adopted by Council on 
October 15, 2020. 

The adopted plan is intended to provide 
the Parks and Recreation Department a 
blueprint for future development of the 
park.  

• +/- 2530 Acres Walter E. Long 
Metropolitan Park

• +/- 350 Acres Zilker Metropolitan Park

• +/- 395 Acres Roy G. Guerrero 
Metropolitan Park

FRAMEWORK CONCEPT 1
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VISION PLAN PROCESS CONT:



The Vision Plan document can be viewed 
through the City of Austin Parks and Recreation 
web site. 

Focus area for 
Phase 1 Implementation
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VISION PLAN
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Implementation Goals

• Provide functional restroom facility
• In consideration for future park 

development, enhance utilities
• Improve existing park roads and provide 

ADA access 
• Provide a nature trail
• If budget allows, include new playground 

VISION PLAN - PHASE 1

PHASE 1 
IMPLEMENTATION OVERVIEW:
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Preliminary Phase :              January - May 2023

Design Phase :                       June 2023 - January 2024

Design Development and 

PHASE 1 
IMPLEMENTATION OVERVIEW:

Construction Documents:   

Permitting:                  Mid 2024 - Mid 2025

Construction Start:               Late 2025

 Early 2024 - Early 2025



PROJECT  FUNDING

• Current Funding Available For Construction Is 
$3.7 Million

• Improvements as presented exceeds 
available funding

• Paving and utility improvements alone 
are estimated to take 80% of available 
construction budget

• PARD is investigating additional funding 
opportunities such as matching grants from 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept. 

• Community can assist in identifying and 
prioritizing improvements
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ANTICIPATED PARK ELEMENTS

• Improve access and parking, including 
accessible parking, for existing and proposed 
park elements

• Improve existing restroom facilities and 
utilities

• Improve select picnic areas 
and add drinking fountains

• Nature trail

• Improve existing park roads
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PLEASE TELL US HOW YOU 
WOULD PRIORITIZE POTENTIAL 
PARK UPGRADES
• Upgrade existing and provide new picnic 

facilities
• Character and place-making improvements 

(portable restroom enclosures, bollards, etc.)
• All inclusive playground
• Nature based playground
• Trees and landscape enhancements 

throughout
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Tree Rating
Outstanding 
Good
Fair 
Poor

Good 
Fair

Other Vegetation
Mostly Flat Lawn
Forested Area
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Pavement Area Rating

Good 
Fair
Poor

All roads lined on both 
sides with deteriorating 
or obtrusive Bollards
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Grills

Movable Picnic 
Tables 
Permanent Picnic 
Tables

Existing Site Furniture

Pavilion
Control Booth 
Portable Toilets
Existing Restroom 
Facility - non 
functioning
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Walter E. Long Lake LEGEND

Grills

Picnic Tables

Current ADA Accessibility
TOTAL ADA

Porta-Potty Units
Porta-Potty Pathways

66

15
24
0

0

0
3
0

Drinking Fountain 1 0
Trash Receptacle 55 1
Fishing Piers 3 0
Parking Spaces 250 1

Picnic Area Pathways 0 0

Parking Spaces - Van 250 1
Control Booth 1 0
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Walter E. Long Lake

5 1

W A LT E R  E .  L O N G  M E T R O P O L I T A N  P A R K  V I S I O N  P L A N

AREA 2 - LAKESIDE PARK

FEATURE COSTS:
• Park Visitor Center/Park Entry Plaza 

($5-$7 million)

• Marina Building ($2-$3 million)

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES:

Municipal bonds, state grants (and others), 

partner naming rights, local clubs/interest 

groups.

ACTION STEPS:
• Refine area program with user groups 

and vendors
• Identify funding sources

• Coordinate and execute design and 

construction efforts

• Coordinate with potential rowing 

facility/course partners

• Implement operations and 

maintenance plan

Decker L
n.

Decker Lake Rd.

2

This area of the site contains enhanced amenities to complement the already existing day-use 

park. Upon entering the park from the south, guests can participate in a variety of active and 

passive recreation options. This area focuses on access to the lake and water-based activities. 

From this zone, guests will be immediately introduced to event space, vending, boat docks, 

waterside pavilions, playgrounds, sports fields, and a disc golf course. From here, guests may 

use the loop trail or park road to access other regions of the park. The design will ideally serve 

the interests of a wide variety of park visitors and be an opportunity for fun, recreation, and 

family gatherings for both regional and local visitors. 
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LEGEND
Future Road
Future Athletic 
Facilities

VISION PLAN

Future Road

Future Soccer Fields

Future Central Lawn 
and Plaza

Future Marina

Future Ball 
Courts

Future Central Lawn 
& Plaza
Future Marina
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Walter E. Long Lake
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New Restored 
Roadway

Water Lines
Septic Tank 
- 1,250 Gal

Proposed Utility Updates

Pervious Parking
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KEY PLAN

LEGEND

ADA Paths
Parking

Proposed Updated Features

New Trees
Existing Trees
Bollards
Enhanced Picnic 
Areas
Drinking Fountain
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D
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Roads

Portable Toilet
Enclosure

T

T

Existing 
Maintenance 
Building
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Walter E. Long Lake

KEY PLAN

LEGEND

P
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D

ADA Paths
Parking

TrailheadK

K

Proposed Updated Features

K

New Trees
Existing Trees
Bollards
Enhanced Picnic 
Areas
Drinking Fountain

P

D

Roads

SAIL SIDE STREET
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T
Portable Toilet 
Enclosure

T



KEY PLAN
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 ADA Paths - .63 Miles
 ADA Parking - 29

Proposed Updated ADA Features

 ADA Bathrooms - 3
ADA Picnic Areas 
with Grills - 7
Proposed All Inclusive 
Playground -1 
ADA Control Booth 
with Restroom - 1 
ADA Drinking 
Fountains - 5
ADA Trash 
Receptacles - 9
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A universally inclusive playground design that meets 
the needs of the cognitive, emotional and physical 
needs of the population it serves.

WHAT IS AN ALL 
INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND?* 

* Defined by PARD

A Nature play space is defined as a designated area 
for all ages and abilities, encouraging a creative and 
unstructured play while exploring natural materials. 

WHAT IS NATURE PLAY?* 
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1/4" = 1'-0"2 RESTROOM FLOOR PLAN

1

PROVIDE TEMPORARY WALL BRACING WHERE 
INTERIOR WALLS WITH EXISTING METAL BRACE 
WILL BE REMOVED

REMOVE (2) TWO EXISTING EXTERIOR GATES & 
HARDWARE

DEMOLISH 170SF OF EXISTING INTERIOR WALLS

REMOVE (5) FIVE WALL MOUNTED METAL 
WATERCLOSET CARRIER PLATES 

REMOVE (1) ONE INTERIOR METAL DOOR & 
FRAME

REMOVE ALL METAL TOILET PARTITIONS 

REMOVE EXISTING WALL MOUNTED MIRRORS & 
TOILET ACCESSORIES

CUT 49SF OF EXISTING EXTERIOR WALL TO 
ALLOW FOR NEW WALL OPENING

BEFORE NEW INTERIOR WORK BEGINS, POWER 
WASH EXTERIOR & INTERIOR OF EXISTING 
BUILDING, LET DRY COMPLETELY & BEGIN NEW 
WORK 

NEW EXTERIOR & INTERIOR WALLS TO BE 4”X18”
GLAZED (TWO SIDED) CMU BLOCK. 

NEW CMU PLUMBING CHASE WALL (GLAZED ONE 
SIDED) 6'X16"

NEW CONCRETE SLAB & SIDEWALK W/ BROOM 
FINISH

(2) TWO ADA FLOOR MOUNTED WATERCLOSETS 

(10) TEN STANDARD FLOOR MOUNTED 
WATERCLOSETS 

STAINLESS STEEL WALL MOUNTED TROUGH SINK, 
W/ (4) FOUR METERED FAUCETS W/ TANKLESS WH

WALL MOUNTED ADULT CHANGING TABLE

INFILL EXISTING WALL OPENING, W/ BRICK 
ON EXTERIOR & CMU ON INTERIOR SIDE

WALL MOUNTED SINK W/ PIPE PROTECTION W/ 
TANKLESS WATER HEATER

WATER HEATER

2'X2' FLOOR MOUNTED STAINLESS STEEL FOOT 
WASHING SINK & FAUCET

WALL MOUNTED HI/LO WATER COOLER  W/
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METAL GATE DOORS W/ LOCK, PAINTED, TYP. 
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AT INTERIOR, PATCH, REPAIR & SEAL EXISTING 
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STANDING SEAM METAL ROOF (814SF)  WITH 4” C-
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DRYERS, (2) TWO GRAB BARS AT EA. ADA STALL

PROVIDE EXTERIOR GRADE WALL MOUNTED 
RESTROOM SIGNAGE, 6”X9” PLATE W/ FONT & 
SYMBOL. ACCOUNT FOR 14 SIGNS. 

REPAIR, PATCH, & FILL ALL DAMAGED EXPOSED 
EXISTING GLAZED CMU BLOCK WHERE WALLS & 
WALL ITEMS WERE REMOVED

ACCOUNT (4) FOUR EXTERIOR WALL MOUNTED 
LIGHT FIXTURES AT EA. WALL
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RESTROOM PLAN WEST

RESTROOM PLAN WEST DEMO FLOOR PLAN RESTROOM FLOOR PLAN

EXISTING ROOF &
BRICK WALLS TO REMAIN

NEW METAL ENTRY GATES

NEW WATER FOUNTAIN

PROPOSED ADDITION

NEW FOOT WASHING STATION
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PLEASE TELL US HOW YOU 
WOULD PRIORITIZE POTENTIAL 
PARK UPGRADES
• Upgrade existing and provide new picnic 

facilities
• Character and place-making improvements 

(portable restroom enclosures, bollards, etc.)
• All inclusive playground
• Nature based playground
• Trees and landscape enhancements 

throughout
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N EXT STE PS : 

• Refine implementation design 
based on community priorities 
and budget availability

• Begin design development

 https://www.austintexas.gov/walter-e-long-park-improvements

• Find most up to 
date information on 
the Walter E. Long 
Metropolitan Park 
Improvements Here: 
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CO M M E NTS O R QU ESTIO N S? 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION! 
YOUR VOICE MATTERS. 


