A Sustainable Greenway for South Austin
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Supports the City of Austin Strategic Direction 2023: Health and Environment

o Strategies
o To support, maintain, and expand parks, open spaces, recreational facilities, and our urban trail

network.
o Provide accessible, diverse, and inclusive parks and recreation programs and amenities.

Supports the Council Approved PARD Long Range Plan:

e Specific Recommendations
o  Develop a Vision Plan for Williamson Creek Greenbelt
o Acquire parkland and improved trail connection/development

Supports Council Approved Neighborhood Plans:
o Southeast Combined

o South Congress Combined
o  South Austin Combined
o Dakhill Combined

|dentified in Council Approved Urban Trails Master Plan:
e Tier Il Urban Trail



Community Engagement

Joint Community and City collaboration through
working groups

Direct feedback tools on plan progress:
e Social Pinpoint interactive map
e (reek ldea Cards
e Participatory Budgeting activity
e Comment platform for reviewing drafts

Person to Person conversations:
e Virtual Community Picnics

e C(reek Chats (Virtual & in-person Pop-ups)
e |Individual & group meetings as requested

“Take home” and individual activities:

Community storytelling
iNaturalist

Conversation Toolkit
Virtual Creek Stomps
Creek Stomp Journal

Flat Stanley Creek Stories

General outreach:

Newsletters

Door hangers

Yard signs

Direct mail event invitation

Social media notifications

Project and neighborhood listservs
Maintain active project website



Team Roles

Community Powered Workshop
e Facilitate engagement process in
collaboration with Working Groups
e (rant partner

The Nature Conservancy
e Liaise with City of Austin Departments
e (onduct field assessments and mapping
e (Grant partner

Asakura Robinson
e landscape Architecture consultant

Community Working Group

8 residents

Collaborate on engagement activities and
process

Conduct outreach with neighbors and
neighborhood groups

Provide direct feedback on plan progress

City Working Group

11 City of Austin staff + 2 National Park
Service staff

Technical expertise on parks, trails
planning, and environmental restoration
Advise on City of Austin requirements for
proposed plan elements and planning
processes



Engagement Numbers

2,126 | unique visitors to Central Williamson Creek Greenway website in 2020

1,136 | unique visitors to Gentral Williamson Creek Greenway website in 2021 (Jan 1 - May 25)

651 | unique users on Social Pinpoint Interactive Map

999 | unique users on Social Pinpoint Creek Idea Cards and Vision Plan draft

133 | participants in all virtual and socially-distanced events

234 | newsletter subscribers on Mailchimp

20 | storytellers

28 | observers on iNaturalist




THE FUTURE CENTRAL WILLIAMSON CREEK IS...
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DESIGN STRATEGIES

Enhance biodiversity through
A floodplain restoration

R ESTU R E D Preserve the creek’s wild character
’
B I U D IV E R s E Reveal ecology through

environmental education experiences

G R E E N WAY Balance access with conserving

floodplain ecology

DESIGN STRATEGIES

Support community-built projects

Create inviting gathering spaces at CDMMUNITY-
key nodes

¢ CENTERED
Ir;t:g;a;fotf:ggrsr;lrj;lty agriculture BREENWAY

3.

AN
ACCESSIBLE
AND VISIBLE
GREENWAY

DESIGN STRATEGIES

Integrate accessible creek experiences

Connect to public transportation and
community resources

Create activities for all ages

DESIGN STRATEGIES

Connect all communities to the creek

Orient through clear wayfinding

Reveal the creek’s ecology and
history

connectivity

ACTIVE AND
CONNECTED
GREENWAY

Prioritize key land acquisition for trail




VISION PLAN ELEMENTS

These vision plan elements included in this design are
a result of the “Creek Cards” community engagement
process outlined in Chapters 3 and 4.
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Creek & Woodland
Restoration

Invasive Species
Management

BYO Hammock
Grove

Environmental Green
Infrastructure

Pollinator Nesting
Boxes

Community community
Gardens Message Boards

On-Street

Nature Play

a2
Mountain Biking




VISION PLAN
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IMPLEMENTATION STREAM

Tier 1 Projects

Community -led collaborations with City of
Austin landowners Watershed Protection,
and the Parks and Recreation Department.
They can involve work and support with
non-profits such as Austin Parks Foundation
and Keep Austin Beautiful. All projects must
have prior approval by City of Austin property
owners.

Toolkit Items Include:
Nature Trails
Creek and Woodland Restoration
. Fithess Programming
+ Food Forest
«  Community Gardens
+  Mountain Bike Trails
Invasive Species Removal
Labyrinth
Music Grove
Seating

« Pollinator Nesting Boxes

Maintenance Considerations:

For Tier 1 community and city-partnered projects, a
maintenance agreement must be developed and approved
by the City of Austin.

Tier 2 Projects

Tier 3 Projects

These are City of Austin landowner
projects of $50,000 dollars or less. They
are part of the missions and plans of WPD
or PARD, but require advocacy from the
community. The community may also be
involved for portions of these projects such as
planting days.

Toolkit Items Include:

« Nature Play

« Green Infrastructure

«  Wildflower Meadows

-  Community Message Board

« Bonded Wood Mulich Trail

«  BYO Hammock Grove

Maintenance Considerations:

Tier 2 projects should be maintained per City code and
operations; however, the City may partner with non-profits
and community groups to perform maintenance.

Projects that require long-term study
and funding by City of Austin landowners
that will total more than $50,000 dollars
and require major construction. Funds
and grants may be raised on behalf of the
community to implement these projects..
They will have required community
engagement on their further development
and route to implementation.

Toolkit Items Include:

. Land Acquisition and Easements
« On-street Bicycle Lanes

« Sidewalk-Shared Use Path

« Green Infrastructure (Large Scale)
Maintenance Considerations:

Tier 3 projects should be maintained per City code and
operations; however, the City may partner with non-profits
and community groups to perform maintenance.
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ONGOING 2006 - TODAY 2015 - TODAY TOMORROW
REPEATED  COMMUNITY-LED  CITY-INITIATED WILLIAMSON
FLOOD  NEIGHBORHOOD  FLOOD-RISK CREEK
EVENTS  IMPROVEMENTS  REDUCTION GREENBELT
O  ASRESILIENT
\a®  CONNECTED
a®  SPACE

TODAY
CENTRAL WILLIAMSON CREEK VISION PLANNING PROCESS




THE DESIGN PROCESS —

The Central Williamson Creek
Greenway Vision Plan was created
over a 11-month period
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CENTRAL WILLIAMSON Legend
CREEK GREENWAY  Meadow Creek
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IMPLEMENTATION STREAM
OPINION OF PROBABLE COST BY AREA
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SUSTAINABLE SITES AND CENTRAL WILLIAMSON CREEK GREENWAY

Meets PreCertification, Targets Gold-Platinum for Implementation

Yes 2 NO YEs 2 NO
m 25| 4 | 0 | 6: SITE DESIGN - HUMAN HEALTH + WELL-BEING Possible Points: 30
Y Limit on farmland 3 HHWB C6.1 Protect and maintain cultural and historic places 2t03
Y Protect floodplain functions 2 HHWE C6.2 Provide optimun site accessibilty, safety, and wayfinding 2
Y / Conserve aquatic ecosystems 2 HHWB C6.3 Promote equitable site use 2
Y c for threatened and 2 HHWE C6.4 Support mental restoration 2
3 Redevelop degraded sites 2 HHWB C6.5 Support physical activity 2
4| | contextcie Locate projects within existing developed areas 2 HHWB C6.6 ‘Support social connection 2
3| | [contextciz ‘Connect to multi-modal transit networks [2w3]| [2 HHWB C6.7 Provide on-site food production 3t04
4 HHWB C6.8 Reduce light pollution 0
[ 0 0 |2: PRE-DESIGN ASSESSMENT + PLANNING Possible Points: 3 4 HHWB C6.9 Encourage fuel efficient and multi-modal transportation a
777 pre-vesion p2.1 Use an integrative design process 1] [wawsceto Minimize exposure to environmental tobacco smoke T2
V7/)77/| PRE-DESIGN P2.2. ‘Conduct a pre-design site assessment 3 HHWB C6.11 Support local economy 3
/77 pre-oesiGN P2.3 Designate and VSPZs
3 PRE-DESIGN C2.4 Engage users and stakeholders 3 6]e]o]x Possible Points: 17
Y CONSTRUCTION P7.1 __ Communicate and verify sustainable construction practices
[20] o] o0 ]3: sime pEsiGN - waTer Possible Points: 23 Y CONSTRUCTION P7.2___ Controland retain construction pollutants
Y ) WATER P3.1 Manage precipitation on site Y P73 Restore
Y // / WATER P3.2 Reduce water use for landscape irrigation 3 CONSTRUCTION C7.4____Restore solls disturbed by previous development 3tos
B WATER C3.3 Manage precipitation beyond baseline 406 3 CONSTRUCTION C7.5___Divert construction and demolition materials from disposal 304
5 WATER C3.4 Reduce outdoor water use at06 3 CONSTRUCTION C7.6___ Divert reusable vegetation, rocks, and soll from disposal 3t04
5 WATER C3.5 Design functional stormwater features as amenities atos 3 CONSTRUCTION C7.7__Protect air quality during construction 2104
5 WATER C3.6 Restore aquatic ecosystems 406
0 [ 9 ] 0 | 8. OPERATIONS + MAINTENANCE Possible Points: 22
[ 0 | 4: SITE DESIGN - SOIL + VEGETATION Possible Points: 40 Y O+M P8.1 Plan for sustainable si
SOILVEG P4.1 Create and communicate a soll management plan Y otmPps.2 Provide for storage and collection of recyclables
7)) sonsvee paz Control and manage invasive plants o s omce3 Recycle organic matter 3to5
V77 sonwves paz Use appropriate plants o4 0+M 8.4 Minimize pesticide and fertilizer use atos
SOILIVEG C4.4 Conserve healthy soils and appropriate vegetation 4to6 0 0WM 85 Reduce outdoor energy consumption 2t04
SOILIVEG C4.5 Conserve special status vegetation 4 0 WM CB.6 Use renewable sources for landscape electricity needs 304
SOILIVEG C4.6 Conserve and use native plants 3t06 0 oM cE7 Protect air quality during landscape maintenance 2104
SOILIVEG C4.7 Conserve and restore native plant communities ato6
SOILIVEG C4.8 Optimize biomass 1t06 4 | 7 | 0 9. EDUCATION + PERFORMANCE MONITORING Possible Points: 11
SOILWVEG C4.9 Reduce urban heat island effects 4 4 EDUCATION 9.1 Promote sustainability awareness and education | 304 ]
SOIL+VEG C4.10 Use vegetation to minimize building energy use 1tod 3 EDUCATION C9.2 Develop and communicate a case study 3 |
SOIL+VEG €4.11 Reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire 4 4 EDUCATION €9.3 Plan to monitor and report site performance ]
[ 0 | 5: SITE DESIGN - MATERIALS SELECTION Possible Points: 41 [ 3] 0 [ 0] 10.INNOVATION OR EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE Bonus Points: 9
Y D7), wateriats ps.a Eliminate the use of wood from threatened tree species 3 101 Innovation or exempl | 3t09]
2 MATERIALS C5.2 Maintain on-site structures and paving 2t04
4 MATERIALS C5.3 Design for adaptability and disassembly 3t04 | YES 2 NoO
4 MATERIALS C5.4. Use salvaged materials and plants 3t0a | [ BN TOTAL ESTIMATED POINTS. Total Possible Points: 200
4 MATERIALS C5.5 Use recycled content materials 3t0a
B MATERIALS C5.6 Use regional materials 3t05 | [KEY [ SITES Certification levels _Points |
3 MATERIALS C5.7 Support responsible extraction of raw materials 1to§ lv_ss Project confident points are achievable | CERTIFIED. 70 |
3 MATERIALS C5.8 ‘Support transparency and safer chemistry 1t05 | | 2 Project striving to achieve points, not 100% confident
3 MATERIALS C5.9 Support sustainability in materials manufacturing. 5 | N0 Project is unable to achieve these credit points GOLD
3 MATERIALS C5.10 Support sustainability in plant production 1tos PLATINUM

Vision Plan Includes SITES Materials and Plants Criteria

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS CRITERIA
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d Note: Mapped locations are conceplual Fmal locations must be approved by city property owners and meet City of Austin
2@ Environmental Code, including protection of tree crmcal root zones. Refer to the implementation section and appendices.
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MEADOW CREEK
TRAILHEAD

A group of contiguous floodplain
buyout properties west of
Emerald Forest Drive presents an
[ opportunity for a major trailhead
Community s 7 and community gathering space.
Message Boards 8 /% : p { Because these properties are within
! the floodplain, all site improvements
must be low-impact and flood safe.
Amenities shown here include a
fitness lawn, hammock groves,
and a labyrinth, providing spaces
for neighbors to gather, relax, and
stay healthy. Wildflower meadows,
pollinator nesting boxes, and green
infrastructure help to conserve and
Keep Existing improve the creek environment. Other
Seating Area programming ideas include invasive
Labyrinth . species management, public art, and
expansion of existing seating areas.

Wildflower
Planting

¥
&

Food Forest

Fitness
Programming

Invasive Species
Management

= : il

Note: Mapped locations are conceptual. Final locations must be approved by city property owners and meet City of Austin
Environmental Code, including protection of tree critical root zones. Refer to the implementation section and appendices.
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~— High Water Route i : i i X {5
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Note: Mapped locations are conceptual. Final locations must be approved by city property owners and meet City of Aust

Environmental Code, including pvoteclion of tree critical root zones. Refer to the implementation section and appendlces
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I~ ~

ORLAND STREET | /
TRAILHEAD

A PARD-owned site at the intérsection
of South Ist and Orland streets
presents opportunities for creek’
access and amenities. This property
includes outside the floodplain,
meaning it can accomodate a wider
variety of programming and site
improvements. This flexibility allows
the site to serve as a potential hub

for activities such as community
gardening, environmental education,
nature play, and invasive species
management. The site also features

a steep descent into the floodplain. A
boardwalk or other more extensive site
improvements may be necessary to
ensure creek access and connectivity.

Outdoor
Classroom

Overlook

Community
Garden

Invasive Species
Management
Wildflower

Planting v Pollinator Nesting
Boxes
Fitness
Programmin, z - R
"3@!&‘ ? 2 R - B T
8 = e oo SR s ;e T B
P e e T Al e
P i 1

Invasive Species Removal

Note: Mapped locations are conceptual. Final locations must be approved by city property owners and
meet City of Austin Environmental Code, including protection of tree critical root zones. Refer to the
implementation section and appendices.




BILINGUAL CREEK IDEA CARDS EXAMPLE

English | Ingles

INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT

Removal of invasive species, either
by volunteers or professionals.
Methods may include hand-pulling
plants, herbicide application, o
cutting down woody vegetation.

Net Environmental Impact

o
Enhances Habitat
Enhances Water Quallty

Reduces Heat lstand Effect

Reduces Erosion

Honors Community Identity

Opportunites for Social Connections

Accessiblly
Size
Phasing

Pairs well with...

WILOFLOWER PLANTING
TREEK RESTORATION

Considerations
+ Consultwith
restoration experts to determine
plan of removal to minimize
herbicide usage and erosion
potential.

Spanish | Espanol

Manejo de Especies Invasivas
Remocion de especies invasivas por

manual, aplicacién de herbicids, o
cortando vegetacion lefiosa,

Impacto Amblentl Neta

0
Mejora el habitar?

e o}

Mefora la Calidad del Agua?

Reduce el efecto de st de calor'?

¢Reduce la Erosidn?
iHonraa Identidad de la Comunidad?

4Ofrece Oportunidades para Iteracclones Soclales?

ehccesibiidad?

Tamafio

o

Fase Recomendada

Va Bien Con...

(Dlas de Limpieza )
(Slembra de Plantas Silvestres )

Consideraciones

+ Consultar con expertos d
6n

que minimize el uso de
herbicicas y potencial de erosién

CREEK RESTORATION
Work done to improve the
environmental heath of Williamson
Creek in support of biodiversity,
recreation, flood management, and
habitat

Net Environmental Impact

0
Enhances Habitat
Enhances Water Quallty

Reduces Heat lstand Effect
Reduces Erosion

Honors Communty Identlty

Opportunites for Social Connections

Accessibliy
Size

o

Phasing

Pairs well with,

TNVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT
WILDFLOWER PLANTING

Considerations

it gical
N experts to determine
plan for restoration

“ERDSION HAS MADE FENCING
FALL DOWN"

Restauracién del Arroyo
Trabajo para mejorar a salud
ambiental del Arroyo Williamson
para proteger la

Impacto Ambiental Neto

0
Mefora el habitat?

Mefora (a Calidad del Agua?

Reduce el efecto de ista de calor'?

Reduce la Erosion?

¢Honrala Identidad de la Comunidad?

recreacién, manejo de inundaciones,
y habitats que se encuentrana lo
argo del mismo.

ihccesibilidad?

Tamafio

e

Fase Recomendada

Va Bien Con...

Manejo de Especies Invasivas
Siembra de Plantas Silvestres

Consideraciones.

+ Consultar con expertos
de restauracién ecolégica
para establecer un plan de
restauracién

“La erosion ha causado que
cercas se caigan”




SCORING AND APPLICATION OF CREEK IDEA CARDS

Idea Card Scores

Once the voting period on Social Pinpoint cards received one point when they received
closed, the results were tabulated and a “thumbs up” and one negative point when
summarized. This graphic shows the net they received a “thumbs down.” The sum of
score each creek idea card received. Idea these points produced the net score.

Vision Plan-
Placement of Creek Idea Cards

After the voting period on Social Pinpoint
closed, the idea cards were then placed
along the Greenway using information
gathered from existing conditions,
conversations with the working group,
and the initial Social Pinpoint Greenway
Mapping Exercise. A conceptual design
for the entire greenway, as well as two

-80 -60 ~40 -20 o +20 +40 +60 +80

Natural Surface Trails O

Cleanup Days

Food Forests |
Wildflower Planting
Invasive Species Management

trailheads at South 1st and Orland streets
and Meadow Creek Drive were available for
comment until January 18th, 2021.

Trash Cans
Land Acquisition

On-street Bike Lanes
Pollinator Nesting Boxes

I

Mountain Biking |
Bike Racks
PublicAt )
Benches o)
Bird Boxes® o
Nature Play 4O
Pet Stations* O
Signage -
Traffic Calming & Crosswalks* o}
Outdoor Classrooms O}
Community Message Boards  |—i—————————————O—|
Bonded Mulch Trail O
Water Storage
Police Patrols* |

——t——
O—
Labyrinth |
Exercise Stations* O
Skateable Areas | —O———
Weather Warning Signage o)
Hammock Groves i Q]
Shaded Picnic Areas Q]
Fenced Dog Park® O
JungleGym*  f—iO—
Gathering Spaces ||
Public Performing Arts Events*  [O
Fitness Programming |- —Q
Disc Golf
Sand Volleyball Court* |-
Water Fountains® Qi
Sheds |——O {
Bathroom Facilities | i
Parking O
O

Dual Track Trail

Lockers |—Q— i

Asphalt Trail O
Concrete Trail O

*Indicates ideas added by community members via Social Pinpoint during feedback period
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