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Onion Creek Metropolitan ParkOnion Creek Metropolitan Park

All Abilities PlaygroundAll Abilities Playground
Virtual Community Meeting #1Virtual Community Meeting #1
January 18, 2024January 18, 2024
6:30 P.M. - 7:45 P.M.6:30 P.M. - 7:45 P.M.

austintexas.gov/Onion-Creek-All-Abilitiesaustintexas.gov/Onion-Creek-All-Abilities
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welcomewelcome
meeting agenda and guidelinesmeeting agenda and guidelines

Two ways to participate inTwo ways to participate in
today’s meeting:today’s meeting:

Q&AQ&A - (Preferred) Type your question into the Q&A  - (Preferred) Type your question into the Q&A 
feature located at the bottom of your Zoom screen.feature located at the bottom of your Zoom screen.

ChatChat - Add comments or responses using the Chat  - Add comments or responses using the Chat 
box in a pop-out window.box in a pop-out window.

This session is being recorded. This session is being recorded. 
Esta sesión está siendo grabada.Esta sesión está siendo grabada.

1.	Project TeamProject Team

2.	Project TimelineProject Timeline

3.	Community Engagement & Project GoalsCommunity Engagement & Project Goals

4.	Onion Creek Metro Park - Site DiscussionOnion Creek Metro Park - Site Discussion

•	 Site Background/Opportunity/ConstraintsSite Background/Opportunity/Constraints

•	 What is an all abilities playground?What is an all abilities playground?

•	 What play experiences are you interested in?What play experiences are you interested in?

•	 Survey and Small Group DiscussionsSurvey and Small Group Discussions

Interpretación en EspañolInterpretación en Español
Si prefiere escuchar esta presentación en español, Si prefiere escuchar esta presentación en español, 
seleccione la opción “Interpretation” en la parte seleccione la opción “Interpretation” en la parte 
inferior de su pantalla.inferior de su pantalla.

Closed CaptioningClosed Captioning
In the meeting controls toolbar at the bottom of In the meeting controls toolbar at the bottom of 
your screen, click the “Show Captions” icon.your screen, click the “Show Captions” icon.
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In partnership withIn partnership with
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with support from:with support from:

Here’s how we make parks healthier, safer and more accessible for every Austinite:Here’s how we make parks healthier, safer and more accessible for every Austinite:

We create programs to encourage We create programs to encourage 
positive use of public spaces in positive use of public spaces in 
neighborhoods across Austin.neighborhoods across Austin.

We empower community leaders We empower community leaders 
and connect people to education and and connect people to education and 

resources to promote change.resources to promote change.

We finance projects large and small We finance projects large and small 
to help develop and improve Austin’s to help develop and improve Austin’s 

parks, trails, and green spaces.parks, trails, and green spaces.

ACTIVATINGACTIVATING ENGAGINGENGAGING INVESTINGINVESTING

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF PEOPLE + PARKS



Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 5

Our Mission is to create a welcoming, accessible and inclusive 
All Abilities Playground where everyone can enjoy the magic of play!

community engagement architect civil engineerlandscape architect

project teamproject team

landscape architect community engagement architect civil engineer

Our Mission is to create a welcoming, accessible and inclusive 
All Abilities Playground where everyone can enjoy the magic of play!
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project timelineproject timeline

1/18/2024
Community Meeting #1

preliminary concepts

April 2024
Community Meeting #2

proposed design

May 2024
Community Meeting #3

playground concept plan
final update and next steps

2023
project kickoff

2024
concept plan

2028
estimated

playground opening!

secure funding

constructiondesign permitting2023
project kickoff

2024
concept plan

design permitting construction

secure funding

2028
estimated  

playground opening!

1/18/2024
Community Meeting #1

preliminary concepts

April 2024
Community Meeting #2

proposed design

May 2024
Community Meeting #3

playground concept plan 
final update and next steps
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Community Outreach & Engagement Includes: 

• Virtual Community Meetings

• Small Group Discussions

• Tabling

• Survey / Questionnaire

• E-Newsletter

• Print Postcards

• Social Media

• Website

community engagementcommunity engagement

Community Outreach & Engagement Includes: 

• Virtual Community Meetings

• Small Group Discussions

• Tabling

• Survey / Questionnaire

• E-Newsletter

• Print Postcards

• Social Media

• Website
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project goalsproject goals

inclusivity
and flexibility

community community 
engagementengagement

vision and identity

sustainability

access and 
connectivity

• Integrate characteristics defined•
in the adopted vision plan

• Reflect the natural landscape•		
of Onion Creek

•	 Achieve Sustainable SITES•	
Certification playground

• Incorporate innovative•	
stormwater solutions and
methods of maintenance

•		 Provide drive connections and parking•		
• Connect pedestrian trail connections•		

to parks and communities
•		 Provide an inclusive play area with•		

an accessible and inclusive restroom
facility and picnic pavilions

• Respond directly to the• Respond directly to the
community’s desires and needscommunity’s desires and needs

• Design based on community• Design based on community
engagement outcomesengagement outcomes

sustainability
 Achieve Sustainable SITES 
Certification playground
 Incorporate innovative 
stormwater solutions and 
methods of maintenance

access and 
connectivity

Provide drive connections and parking 
Connect pedestrian trail connections 
to parks and communities 
Provide an inclusive play area with 
an accessible and inclusive restroom 
facility and picnic pavilions

vision and identity
Integrate characteristics defined

in the adopted vision plan
Reflect the natural landscape

of Onion Creek

inclusivity
and flexibility
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discussion topics:discussion topics:

background:background:

what are we what are we 
doing today?doing today?
site backgroundsite background
opportunity/constraintsopportunity/constraints

value:value:

what is an what is an 
all abilities all abilities 
playground?playground?
inclusioninclusion
5 tenets of play5 tenets of play

experience:experience:

what play what play 
experiences are experiences are 
you interested in?you interested in?
case studycase study
experienceexperience
aestheticaesthetic
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background:background:

site site 
informationinformation
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site locationsite location
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site background: site background: 
historyhistory Pilot Knob

Mc Kinney FallsMc Kinney Falls

Onion CreekOnion Creek

Metropolitan ParkMetropolitan Park Pilot KnobPilot Knob

2013 Flood

Pilot Knob

Camino RealCamino Real

Old Baldy

2013 Flood

Old Baldy
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20152015
Onion Creek Metropolitan Park Onion Creek Metropolitan Park 
Vision PlanVision Plan

© Onion Creek Metro Park Vision Plan© Onion Creek Metro Park Vision Plan

5  FAMILY PLAYGROUND
6  PLAY FIELDS
7  NATURE BASED PLAY
8  EVENT CENTER
9  NATURE EDUCATION
10  WORKOUT STATIONS
11  GROUP PAVILION
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vision plan public feedbackvision plan public feedback
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20152015
Onion Creek Metropolitan Park Onion Creek Metropolitan Park 
Vision PlanVision Plan
school connection and activitiesschool connection and activities
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SiteSite

site analysis:site analysis:
existing and existing and 
future connectionsfuture connections

pedestrian andpedestrian and 
vehicular  accessvehicular  access

plannedplanned
vehicular accessvehicular access

existing parking lotexisting parking lot

future roadfuture road 
connectionconnection

existingexisting 
trailtrail

future roadfuture road 
connectionconnection

trail connectiontrail connection

pedestrian accesspedestrian access

pedestrian accesspedestrian access

Thaxton Place NeighborhoodThaxton Place Neighborhood

Goodnight RanchGoodnight Ranch

current recreation fieldcurrent recreation field

Blazier Elementary SchoolBlazier Elementary School

Nuckols Crossing Rd

Nuckols Crossing Rd

Nuckols Crossing Rd

Nuckols Crossing Rd

Thaxon Rd

Thaxon Rd
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SiteSite

Creek Protection Area

Creek Protection Area
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site analysis: site analysis: 
creekcreek
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site conditionssite conditions

existing detention pondexisting detention pond

existing sports fieldexisting sports field

existing fenceexisting fence

existing fenceexisting fence

existing street lightexisting street light

existing trailexisting trail

trail connectiontrail connection

trail connectiontrail connection

trail connectiontrail connection

current park entrancecurrent park entrance
with 10 parking spotswith 10 parking spots

Nuckols Crossing Rd
Nuckols Crossing Rd

Thaxton Place Neighborhood
Thaxton Place Neighborhood
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site conditions:
road access

decomposed granitedecomposed granite 
parking lotparking lot

decomposeddecomposed 
granite bike lanegranite bike lane

concrete trailconcrete trail

utilityutility 
screeningscreening 
street treestreet tree

overhead electricityoverhead electricity

overhead electricityoverhead electricity

dense plantingdense planting

dense plantingdense planting

site conditions:
road access
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site conditions: 
trail access

spontaneousspontaneous 
trailtrail

spontaneous
trail

nice shade

view to
the field

dense planting

dense plantingdense planting

site conditions: 
trail access

spontaneous 
trail

dense planting

view to 
the field

nice shade
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site conditions: site conditions: 
west edgewest edge

cleared lawn

detention pond

drainage structure

silverleafsilverleaf 
nightshadenightshade

perimeterperimeter 
treestrees

existingexisting 
fencefence

spontaneousspontaneous 
trailtrail

dense plantingdense planting

cleared lawn

detention pond

drainage structure



Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 22

site opportunitiessite opportunities

opportunity to addopportunity to add 
trail connectionstrail connections

opportunity foropportunity for 
sustainability featuresustainability feature

opportunity foropportunity for 
open playopen play

opportunity to bring treesopportunity to bring trees 
and habitat into siteand habitat into site

potential car entrancepotential car entrance 
and parking spacesand parking spaces

potential car entrancepotential car entrance 
and parking spacesand parking spaces

opportunity foropportunity for 
service facilitiesservice facilities

opportunity for nature basedopportunity for nature based 
play and nature educationplay and nature education

opportunity to featureopportunity to feature 
existing treesexisting trees

need screening andneed screening and 
safety along roadsafety along road
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value:value:

what is an what is an 
all ability all ability 
playground?playground?
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integration

inclusioninclusion
inclusioninclusion

segregationexclusionexclusion segregation integration
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space for 
support and 
companions

space for 
support and 
companions
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different abilities different abilities 
play in the play in the 
same spacesame space
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different different 
challenge levelschallenge levels



Austin Parks Foundation  |  City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department - All Abilities Playground at Onion Creek Metropolitan Park  |  p 28

engage engage 
different skillsdifferent skills
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space space 
comfortable comfortable 
for allfor all
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5 tenets of play5 tenets of play

authentic authentic 
naturenature

leave space for theleave space for the 
unexpectedunexpected

apprehension to
accomplishment

connect people to nature
and people to people

increasing focus and
stimulating imagination

encourage independent
exploration

responsible responsible 
risk-takingrisk-taking

inclusivity 

apprehension to 
accomplishment

inclusivity 
+ connection+ connection

productive 

connect people to nature 
and people to people

productive 
engagementengagement

exploration 

increasing focus and 
stimulating imagination

exploration 
+ curiosity+ curiosity

encourage independent 
exploration
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authentic authentic 
naturenature
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responsible responsible 
risk-takingrisk-taking
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inclusivity inclusivity 
+ connection+ connection
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exploration exploration 
+ curiosity+ curiosity
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productive productive 
engagementengagement
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experience:experience:

what play what play 
experiences experiences 
are you are you 
interested in?interested in?
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all ability playgrounds in the U.S.A: 
53rd Ave Park West, Oregon

obstacle 
course

sand + 
water

• a destination with 
a strong sense of 
community

• wide variety of 
experiences for all ages 
+ abilities

• inspired by trees and 
wilderness

• connects people with 
nature

• accessible looping 
pathways

• mix of natural and 
manufactured materials

• quiet activities in the 
woods

• sustainable design and 
construction



all ability playgrounds in the U.S.A: 
Woodland Discovery Playground, Tennessee
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• connected “nests” 
spaces with a different 
play experience focus

• treehouses, swinging, 
spinning, sliding, sand 
play, performance lawn

• lots of fun hills and 
valleys

• trellis tunnel for 
exploring along edges

• lots of shaded seating 
areas for caregivers
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all ability playgrounds in the U.S.A: 
Gathering Place, Oklahoma

• different play theme in 
each space

• use dense planting to 
create outdoor rooms 
that create a sense of 
discovery

• lots of shade structures 
and trees to provide  
shade, in a natural setting

• exciting large sculptures 
that can be played on 
and inside

• lots of color, sensory 
spaces, imaginative 
themes



all ability playgrounds in the U.S.A: 
Martin’s Park, Massachusetts
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• designed with people of      
all ages and abilities in 
mind

• explore, play, reflect

• larger-than-life 
experiences

• inclusive but challenging

• accessible but rugged

• sensory play equipment

• nature play

• rubber surfaces 
throughout
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project timelineproject timeline

1/18/2024
Community Meeting #1

preliminary concepts

April 2024
Community Meeting #2

proposed design

May 2024
Community Meeting #3

playground concept plan 
final update and next steps

20232023
project kickoffproject kickoff

20242024
concept planconcept plan

2028
estimated 

playground opening!

secure funding

constructiondesigndesign permittingpermitting construction

secure funding

2028
estimated 

playground opening!

1/18/2024
Community Meeting #1

preliminary concepts

April 2024
Community Meeting #2

proposed design

May 2024
Community Meeting #3

playground concept plan 
final update and next steps
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community engagementcommunity engagement
small group discussionssmall group discussions

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AAP-SGDhttps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AAP-SGD

We’re hosting six small group conversations to bring together essential 
stakeholders who represent different perspectives, including:
 
•	 Advocacy/Community Groups
•	 Caregivers/Practitioners/Programming (Parents/Teachers)
•	 People with differing abilities in:

•	 Mobility
•	 Hearing
•	 Vision
•	 Autism Spectrum Disorder and Other Sensory Disabilities
•	 Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities

 
These sessions are designed to ensure that the playground’s design and 
programming meet the unique needs and concerns of individuals and 
families with differing abilities.
 
Space for each session is limited.

Meetings scheduled for the week of January 29.

Registration closes January 25, 2024.Registration closes January 25, 2024.
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community engagementcommunity engagement
preliminary concept surveypreliminary concept survey

Survey closes February 11, 2024.Survey closes February 11, 2024.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AAP-SURV-Enghttps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AAP-SURV-Eng

Share your input!

Your ideas and comments will help us...

•	 Identify the community’s values the playground should reflect.
•	 Understand what kinds experiences you would like to have at the 

playground.
•	 Learn what features the design team should prioritize or include.
•	 Create a general direction for the development of programs and 

policies.
•	 Identify important perspectives that playgrounds in general have not 

prioritized in the past.
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Thank you!Thank you!
Austin Parks Foundation
aap@austinparks.org

Charles Mabry, PLA
Parks and Recreation Department | City of Austin 
Charles.Mabry@austintexas.gov

Sebastian Puente
Cultural Strategies Inc.
Engagement Team Lead
spuente@cultural-strategies.com

project website
austintexas.gov/Onion-Creek-All-Abilities




