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I
ZILKER PARK

Notley/Monitor Poll:
Austinites can’t agree on
greatest park challenges or
solutions

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2023 BY
NINA HERNANDEZ

Austin residents regularly use city
parks but are divided over how they
should be maintained, according

to a January/February poll of 429
voters commissioned by Notley and
conducted by national pollster Change
Research for the Austin Monitor.

The poll comes as Austin leaders
continue to focus on parks and open
space and projects like the Texas
Capitol Complex and the Waterloo
Greenway, and as the city considers its
role in the Interstate 35 Capital Express
project. The city Is working with the
Texas Department of Transportation to
Incorporate open and park space Into
the designs for the section that will run
through Austin.

Zilker Park is undergoing a planning process called the Zilker Metropolitan Park
Vision Plan. What do you think is the most critical improvement that can be
made to Zilker Park?

Leave Zilker as is
17%

Better transit,
pedestrian, and
biking access

20%

Something else
8%

Restoration of
native plants, less
space for social
and athletic
activities
20%

More parking
16%
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I
CALL TO ACTION | g ‘ | e

PP. 25-37

How well are the following facilities or amenities
meeting your and your family’s needs?

NATURAL AREAS 80% s o
MEET NEEDS ~ DOES NOT MEET NEEDS ~ NO OPINION

PARKING AREAS 9%
NO OPINION
PICNIC AREAS 17%
DOES NOT MEET NEEDS
SPORT COURTS OR FIELDS 15%
DOES NOT MEET NEEDS

TRAILS 79% 13% 7%
MEET NEEDS DOES NOT MEET NEEDS  NO OPINION

WATER ACCESS POINTS
FOR PERSONAL WATERCRAFT

WATERFRONT VIEWING AREAS

18%
NO OPINION

If you DO NOT visit or avoid visiting Zilker Park, why?

HOME

CERNED ABOUT SAFETY

o
i

3% DIFFICULT TO ACCESS FOR PEOPLE WITH DIFFERENT ABILITIES

54% LACK OF PARKING

3% NO INTERESTING PROGRAMMING

3% FEEL UNWELCOME OR UNCOMFORTABLE
2% DOESN'T FEEL INCLUSIVE

5% TOO EXPENSIVE
5% LACK OF WIFI

54% Lack of Parking

W‘n" ‘
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I
CALL TO ACTION

Wonderful
childhood

Zilker Park is an )
memories.

important part of
Austin's climate and
carbon footprint...

...We need well Maintained
and plentifyl facilities for
the Mmasses. ..

CLEAR
WAYFINDING

SAFE CIRCULATION
AND CONNECTIVITY

PARKING

ZILKER AS AN
EDUCATIONAL
RESOURCE

RESTORING KEY
AREAS OF THE PARK

EROSION/
COMPACTION BETTER ALIGNING
ALONG CREEK BANK EVENTS/PROGRAMS

What We Heard The Zilker Park Vision Plan Should Address

Bar
“Stig’} per;”ES 'S a trye
i - En
fremaing v, can, ot
aCCeSS Sy to
As the city has grown,
it seems increasingly
obvious that the park is
increasingly difficult to
access...
Bic
Ycle ;
on A INfrast,
Poeded 19190 s bagy
Spri dcc
Prings safgSS the
Barton Springs
road needs
to be moved
underground...
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I
WHAT IS A VISION PLAN?

What it is not

What it is

Outlines the long-term Detailed design or construction plans

vision, principles, goals, and :
, Detalled plans for day to day park
strategies for the enhancement, .
, mahagement and maintenance
manhagement, and operation of

Zilker Park Detailed budgeting for park

enhancements

Environmental Commission |



GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND GOALS Chapter 2

PP. 39-50

Nature and
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BARTON §

Capital Metro Transit Development Plan:

Final Report 0 REGIONAL ACTIVE
March 2047 TRANSPORTATION PLAN

CIULUTTEN  OUR PARKS ozt
OURFUTURE

AUSTIN PARKS & RECREATION

LONG RANGE PLAN

onnections
—— 2025

ATRANSIT PLAN FOR THE FUTURE

£ METRO

‘ 512-369-6000

BA  feedback@connections2025.0rg

fSafety &
~Mobility-~"

ZILKER PARK

Natural Resource Inventory
& Management Guidelines

JUNE 2019

1."'-%..&

orecrion 2023

Final Report

2015 ADA IMPLEMENTATION REPORT

:ﬁ.&g‘&%msﬁn

4 ffice
Working for A Barrier Free City
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I
ZILKER PARK VISION PLAN

Project Schedule

(101 Pop-Ups AW Chapter 4

24 Small Group Discussions
7 TAG Meetings

5 Virtual Meetings

1 In-Person Open House

6 Community Surveys

PP. 99-114

COMMUNITY

MEETING #3 5 PARB Working Group Meetings
\_ )

ALTERNATIVES

127 Zoom Participants

ZOZaESZO;(;ILFi’\;ertICipants FINAL DRAFT VISION PLAN oo ?
107 Questions/Comments
L PROJECT L SMALL GROUP T |r ----------- TAG MEETING 2R02E3VIEW AND ADOPTION
. KICK-OFF : DISCUSSIONS : SERIES #1 \
' FEB1ST | 16 DISCUSSIONS : 19 POP-UPS P POP-UP ! "o POP-UP . POP-UP
: : e 5 . SERIES #2 : . SERIES #3 . SERIES #4
: : ' MEETING | | 34 POP-UPS ! | 27 POP-UPS I 21POP-UPS
" " 1 : TAG MEETING-=-=-=-==-=-=- -: : ! : TAG MEETING - - - -: :
o o o ° o 6, © ol ° * >
FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
2021 ? AG - ¢ P . TAG MEETING 2022 t----SMALL GROUP
: el DISCUSSIONS
TAG KICK-OFF MEETING COMMUNITY COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 8 DISCUSSIONS COMMUNITY
MEETING #1 MEETING #2 MEETING #4 MEETING #5
INTRO TO THE PROJECT PROGRAMMING PLAN CONCEPTS DRAFT PLAN AND
.. .. o IMPLEMENTATION
140 Z.oom Partlcpa'nts 100 Zoom Parhqunts 177 Zoom Parthpants
14215F|z; IcveebszI Eia:/r:gs ﬁ[ir];[is[;a nts 16 53 Il_;\cl:ee tlaaooclalkpljcleclgpaar?it;pants ’IZZSFIif/ibF?ocT :(PLall\r/teicipants DEC 7 2022 - VIRTUAL
63 Questions/Comments 102 Questions/Comments 235 Questions/Comments DEC 10 2022 - IN PERSON
r- COMMUNITY SURVEY #3 r- COMMUNITY SURVEY #5 COMMUNITY SURVEY #6 --~
I AUG 10, 2021 - OCT 4, 2021 I FEB 15, 2022 - APR 10, 2022 NOV 15, 2022 - JAN 8, 2023 I
: 820 PARTICIPANTS : 708 PARTICIPANTS, 6,487 VIEWS, 858 COMMENTS :
I I I
e T — —_—

COMMUNITY SURVEY #1

l
l
DEC 4, 2020 - JUN 4, 2021 l
[

I
I
I
4,062 PARTICIPANTS, 10,253 VIEWS, 4,606 COMMENTS L

- COMMUNITY SURVEY #2 - COMMUNITY SURVEY #4

JUN 29, 2021 - JUL 31, 2021 OCT 25, 2021 - JAN 10, 2022
833 PARTICIPANTS, 370 COMMENTS 955 PARTICIPANTS, 3,902 VIEWS, 1,304 COMMENTS
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Sustainability

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology

IAP2 SPECTRUM OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

OO0
017,0

To provide balanced and objective
information in a timely manner

To obtain feedback on analysis,
issues, alternatives, and decisions

To work with the public to make
sure that concerns and aspirations
are considered and understood

We will keep you informed We will listen to and acknowledge

your concerns

Pop-up

Community Survey
Citywide Stakeholders

Board Display

Small Group Discussion

We will work with you to ensure
your concerns and aspirations are
directly reflected in the decisions

made

Key Stakeholders

Technical Advisory Group

1
v

Chapter 4
PP. 101-102

_________________________________________________________

- Internal City of Austin Stakeholders
- PARD Parkners at Zilker

- Concessionaires

- Nonprofit Organizations

- Citywide Organizations

- Local Businesses

- Event/Festival Organizers

- Organized Sports

- Neighborhood Associations

- Cities Connecting Children to Nature Partners
- Academic Institutions

- City-level Governmental Agencies

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

- Parks & Recreation Department

- Austin Transportation Department

- CapMetro

- Texas Department of Transportation
- Public Works Department

- Watershed Protection Department
- Office of Real Estate Services

- Communications and Public Information
- Austin Water

- Austin Energy

- Housing and Planning

- Office of Sustainability

- Austin Resource Recovery

- Austin Fire Department

_________________________________________________________



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community Meeting #5 and Survey #6

Zoom Participants

Live Poll
Participation

Open House
Attendees

Questions/Comments
from Open House

r Not in Austin
- District 1

District 10 o District 2
District 3
District 9
District 4

District 8

60

District 5

District 7 - = v-District 6

OPEN HOUSE PARTICIPANTS

Chapter 4

PP. 111-113

COMMUNITY SURVEY #6

2,898 Participants, 3,430

Comments, More than 2,300
Commenters, 26,904 Views

About 30% of commenters

reside around Zilker Park
(Zip Code: 78704, 78745)

There are more than 6,000
views on the draft walk
through video.

Environmental Commission | 10



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT . Kept Rowing Dock in existing location Chapter 5
Changes after Community Meeting #5 and Survey #6 ,\\\\ T N PP. 119-120

o _ g

Sustainability Kept Disc Golf Course layout
and added Warm-Up Area

&R

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology

v - o s "

Reduced the size of playscapes

Environmental Commission | 11
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ECO LOG I CAL U PLI FT : : UPLAND RIPARIAN

THE UPLIFT DEFINITION éMEADOW SAVANNA WOODLAND WOODLAND

Chapter 5

PP. 167-178

INCREASE BIODIVERSITY

IMPROVE ECOSYSTEM FUNCTION

EXPAND CRITTER HABITATS

ENHANCE CONNECTION BETWEEN HUMANS AND NATURE

INCREASE LANDSCAPE RESILIENCY TO CLIMATE CHANGE AND SEVERE WEATHER EVENTS

Sustainability

mow and
seed

I g

mow and seed mulch and seed mulch and seed

SAVANNA MEADOW
I

seed native mix seed native mix + plant canopy, plant canopy,

e lemon beebalm plant trees . understory and understory and

o Llittle bluestem e live oak herbaceous layers herbaceous layers

e Engelmann’s ! e antelope horns ! e pecan : e Dbald cypress
daisy e Duffalograss e cedarelm * black Willow

e TXpersimmon Inland seaoats

s

UPLAND WOODLAND RIPARIAN WOODLAND
] |

Compacted turf,
low diversity

High invasives,
low diversity

High invasives,
poor layer diversity

High erosion, poor
layer diversity

Environmental Commission | 12
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ECOLOGICAL UPLIFT Chapter 5

THE UPLIFT IN ZILKER PARK PP. 167-178

EXISTING PROPOSED

Total Natural
Area 1 66 Acres 256 Acres +92 Acres

i, 96 14 18
Woodland Acres Acres + Acres
woodiand  09.06 382.6 13
Woodland 0 Acres N Acres + Acres
i 0.4,.  49.3 49
Savanna m Acres O Acres + Acres
Canopy 1 0

Enhancement ™ Acres +10 Acres
Green

Stormwater - 2 Acres +2 Acres

[ ]
Cover Acres 2 7 Acres Acres

Sustainability

. Upland Woodland :m”
. Riparian Woodland

Monkey Tree Lawn . Meadow/Savanna Area with Regular Maintenance

|
r
"

Canopy Enhancement

Green Stormwater

Environmental Commission | 13



I
ECOLOGICAL UPLIFT

THE UPLIFT ALONG BARTON CREEK

Restored Edges

Potential Access Points

\II///

s Small Access Points (15')

7\
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Large Access Points (30')

\\\\l I
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Sustainability
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Stormwater Flow

Stormwater flows quickly off of
the hillside, along the trail, and
eventually to Barton Creek.

Enhanced Woodland
Enhanced canopy and understory
species will slow down water
flow off of the slope and increase
habitat for native species.

Erosion

Severe erosion is occurring, exposing
tree roots and making it difficult for
plants to propagate on the shoreline.

Trail Edge

Cable fences and large rock
edges can deter people from
exploring off trail.

Unregulated Water Access

Drainage Improvements
Established vegetation can
slow down water on its way to
Barton Creek as well as deter
people from short cutting.

Heavy human use accessing the
water’'s edge has caused severe
erosion as well as compaction.

Chapter 5
we PP.173-174

Formalized Water Access

By formalizing a trail and space near
the water, ecological degradation
will be minimized, allowing riparian
communities to thrive.




I
ECOLOGICAL UPLIFT

Sustainability

HUMANS ADAPTING TO LIFE IN A CHANGING CLIMATE

This will reduce urban heat island impacts and create comfort.

o
" | =
» w
¥ ‘ i
.
.
.
.

EFFORTS TO REDUCE OR PREVENT CLIMATE CHANGE
This will increase below and above ground carbon storage,

: encourage less personal vehicle use, encourage the use of

. sustainable-materials, thereby reducing carbon footprint.

. ALANDSCAPE'S ABILITY TO DEAL WITH/THE EFFECTS OF

. CLIMATE CHANGE
. This will support a sustainable ecology by increasing soil, plant, and :

Climate change is Z//
integrated into the

vision plan through

adaptation, mitigation,

and resiliency. The 280/

plan s algned wit INCREASE CARBON STORAGE |+£0 /0
e Austin Climate

Equity Plan as well

as the Climate

Resilience Action

Plan.

HOW ARE WE DOING THIS AT ZILKER?

e &8 acres of canopy enhancement and woodland
restoration

& ° 2 to 13 acres of Green Stormwater Infrastructure

Minus 8 acres of Impervious Cover

256 acres of park focussed on ecological health
Structures must achieve green building rating.

SITES certification at Site Plan level

78 acres of restored native plant communities

10 additional acres of canopy enhancement

Reduced impacts through reduced impervious cover.
Reduced impacts by reducing car use throughout park.

e |ncrease native soil and plant biodiversity. There are
currently 370 plant species found on site.

e Utilize stormwater as a resource to increase water
availability.

e [ncrease soil health to reduce water needs and increase
environmental health.

e Use diversity of native plants to allow for genetic diversity
to increase likelihood of withstanding changing climate.

RESULTS:

/ REDUCED CARBON DIOXIDE IN ATMOSPHERE
/" INCREASED PHOTOSYNTHSIS
/" INCREASED CARBON STORAGE IN BIOMASS

" BETTER PLACES FOR HUMANS TO ENJOY

MORE RESILIENT HABITATS FOR NATIVE
PLANTS AND ANIMALS

L ] L]
.............................................................................................
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I
ECOLOGICAL UPLIFT

THE UPLIFT AND SUSTAINABILITY

.....................................................................
L]

"EVALUATED ON:

o/ SITE CONTEXT

J ASSESSMENT + PLANNING

7 SITE DESIGN - WATER, SOIL
+ VEGETATION, MATERIALS
SELECTION

/" HUMAN HEALTH + WELL-BEING

SUSTAINABLE GUIDELINES FOR LANDSCAPES v/ CONSTRUCTION

e Like LEED (sustainable building guidelines] Wiy OPERATIONS + MAINTENANCE
GOALS ./ EDUCATION + PERFORMANCE
e (Create Regenerative Systems and Foster Resiliency * MONITORING

e Ensure Future Resource Supply and Mitigate Climate Change :

e Enhance Human Well-Being and Strengthen Community : 7 INNOVATION OR EXEMPLARY

e Transform the Market Through the Design, Development and %f PERFORMANCE

Maintenance Practices

. °
....................................................................

IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN, NEW FACILITIES
SHOULD ACHIEVE MINIMUM GREEN BUILDING
RATING PROGRAM CERTIFICATIONS

/ “)-\‘ J'I'. N ad Vi Hﬂ"r“- YVaaTalal a ,'r'l_ 'a B | ol & 1 > | 4,~|- "--s"'-‘ - ﬂr;--.»;f
m;,«g&mﬂ Y Commons, Pease Pdﬂf{,ﬁ AUSTIn, | A
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Chapter 5
ECOLOGICAL UPLIFT ON LANDFILL AREA PP. 125-126

Accessibility

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology




Sustainability
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Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology
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IMPLEMENTATION Chapter 6

COST AND BENEFIT RELATION PP. 205-206

HIGHER BENEFIT / LOWER COST HIGHER BENEFIT / HIGHER COST

HIGHER BENEFIT

A
; 1
Sustainable Management Guidelines i
i [
Mitigation of ! . i
Interpretive Storyline : Tree Canopy : Restoration of Barton Creek Bank Underground Parking Garage
| Erosion Issues . | i
: Enhancement ' - n i Parking Garage I
Zilker Trailhead to Butler Hike and Bike Trail i ! Restoration of Polo Field gharag
! . Barton Creek Water Access 1 Land Bridge
New Trailhead to Zilker Nature Preserve ' : i
H 1
Additional Trails ; ! . . . | .
: Additional Drainage : Ped/Bike Bridge on Lady Bird Lake Restoration of
H i 1 -
Barton Springs R:oad Improvements Restrooms : Improvements : Landﬁ" Area
1 ;
i, ' i i I Extended Zilker Eagle Route Zilker Hillside Theater
Additional and relocation of A S Internal Shuttle ! -
Bridges along Barton Creek Lyl DES I : |
: 1 1
. - Ext | Shuttl
Small-scale Ecological Invasive Plant xternal Shuttle |
restoration Projects Management ! Welcome Plaza
i 1
South Side New Play Areas \
] | Sports Area
1
Nature Play - : ’
; Enhancement of Existing Playground : Stratford Dr
Closing Lou Neff Road for Vehicles 1 Realignment
; i I .
H E 1
Closing Andrew Zilker Road for Vehicles :
:
: i 1 :
LOWER T | I |
OWER COS : | HIGHER COST
R B -ommmm e R
o o 1 : :
8 8 $
) o o=
= 2 &S
L4 il ;
New Trailhead to Nature Preserve R_est_oratlon of Old Zilker
| Hillside Theater area
Canopy walk
LOWER BENEFIT
LOWER BENEFIT / LOWER COST LOWER BENEFIT / HIGHER COST

Environmental Commission | 19



CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS

IMPACT OF THE VISION PLAN

REVIEW AND ADOPTION

: : - DESIGN COMMISSION + PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
Balancing Competing + URBAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ~ + PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE
Interests + ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION . CITY COUNCIL

Urbanizing Recreation JAN FEB MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

Within a Historic Context

Ensuring Equity, Diversity

and Inclusivity - A \ £

Linking Programming, i n IR '
Funding and Maintenance  Zilker Metropolitan Park Vision Plan Website

https://www.austintexas.gov/ZilkerVision

Improving Mobllity to and
Inside the Park

° JContact Informétion

Gregory Montes: ,
ZilkerVision @austintexas.gov i &

B
1_'%

Protecting the Ecological
Heritage of Zilker

O
(4]
RECREATION VD ED

DESIGNWORKSHO
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Sustainability

----- o & MAINTENANCEWRE A OR DEPD:
’ & FOR ZILKER EAGLE &* ~

RES@URED ¥y ¢ S TRAILHEAD OF ROY ANDAN!

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology

WU@LAND @ . BUTLER HIKE AND BIKE TRAILSE

Chapter 5

PP. 123-124




Chapter 5
ECOLOGICAL UPLIFT ON LANDFILL AREA PP. 125-126

Accessibility

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology




Sustainability

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

b

Nature and Ecology

TRAILHEAI] OF ZILKER NA“TI]R

PRESERVE TRAIL
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NATURAL AREA m
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PP. 129-130




Chapter 5
PP. 131-132
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Sustainability

&R

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology

Chapter 5
PP. 137-138

o

BARTON SPRINGS SPILLWAY

-""":: 1
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ZILKER HILLSIDE THEATER - SEERE @ NI = T ‘ _ ~ PP.133-134

S Vg

Sustainability

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology




; Chapter5
PP. 143-144

Sustainability

it JIKERPAR %
IRACE" BOATRENTALS®
BARTn’N’sFmNF S SPILLWAY

SRS

Accessibility

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology
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Sustainability
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Sustainability

&R

Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion

Nature and Ecology
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'  Chapter 5

| PP.149-150
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