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PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 
The Parks and Recreation Department held a Public 
Meeting on November 14, 2015 at Emma Long 
Metropolitan Park to share project information and 
collect input from the surrounding community and 
park users. The meeting was an informal open house 
with a short presentation. During the presentation, 
the project team shared information on the history, 
amenities and constraints, and planning process for 
the Vision Plan. Attendees were able to visit five 
stations outlining specific areas in need of 
improvement - Boat Ramp and Water Access; Central Lawn, Swimming and Day Use Area; Circulation, 
Tent and RV Camping Use Area; and Infrastructure, Utilities and Operations.  

The objective of the meeting was to collect input from the community on existing conditions and future 
preferences. Attendees were able to share input on boards at the five different stations or take an 
online survey. The project team also asked attendees to sign up to participate in future focus groups if 
interested. All input collected through November 30, 2015 is included in this report.  

SUMMARY OF INPUT COLLECTED 
The survey was conducted online through Survey Monkey 
and was available from November 14 to November 30. 
Ninety responses were collected with over 270 additional 
comments from respondents. The survey included questions 
which asked respondents to share how they use the park, 
issues and problems with the park, desired amenities, and 
how they envision the park in 50 years. Highlights of the 
survey responses are below and full results of the survey are 
provided at the end of this report. 

SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS 
 The majority of the respondents indicated they use Emma Long Metropolitan Park a few times 

per year. 18% responded they use the park weekly. 
 64% of respondents indicated they use the park for part of the day 
 The three top responses regarding how respondents use the park are: to walk, hike, or run 

(68%); to walk their dogs (46%); and to relax, read, and enjoy being outdoors. 
 Over half of the respondents indicated the park is overcrowded. The next most frequent 

responses indicated problems with lack of parking and lack of maintenance 
 The top five requested amenities include: more trails and walking paths, more trash cans, more 

shaded seating areas, water fountains, and more restrooms and showers 
 The top three qualities respondents look for when camping are: shade and trees, near the 

water, and a quiet secluded site. 
 The most frequently requested amenity for RV camping is online reservations 

 24 Attendees (recorded 
on the sign in sheet)  

 81 Comments collected 
at 5 different stations  

 90 Survey Responses  
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 81% of respondents indicated they would like to see nature focused programming for visitors 
 The most frequently selected goal for the park is improved infrastructure 
 78% of respondents indicated they would like trail maps provided at the park 
 The most frequently noted concerns for access to the park referred to the lack of parking 

availability and that parking is disorganized. 

 

Both the open ended questions from the survey and the comment collection exercise at the meeting 
yielded a wealth of additional input on issues and ideas for improving the park. All comments from both 
are included at the end of this report. A summary of the major recurring themes is below. 

 The park is overcrowded leading to illegal 
parking and excess trash along City Park 
Road, and problems for residents in 
adjacent neighborhoods 

 Better parking layout and flow within the 
park is needed 

 There were several requests for bike 
lanes along City Park Road 

 There is a desire to keep park natural and 
not over developed or changed 
drastically 

 Sticker burrs are a problem in the grassy 
areas 

 There is a desire to see basic 
infrastructure (water, electrical, etc.) upgraded and existing amenities (restrooms, boat docks, 
etc.) improved 

 A camping reservation system is wanted, many suggested online 
 Many people are interested in a Friends of the Park type option with annual passes or discounts 
 There is interest in the police/lake patrol located here with a presence in the park and along City 

Park Road 
 There were several comments on boat traffic noise and lack of following boating rules 
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BOAT RAMP AND WATER ACCESS AREA 

1. Add quiet fishing area on southeast side of the truck/trailer parking lot 
2. Please follow Dark Skies guidelines for any new lighting 
3. Need signs advising of lake driving rules (drive down right side, etc.) 
4. Please add a quiet fishing area/fishing pier 
5. Need public outreach to boat rental business re; driving rules on lake (drive on right) 
6. Improve signaling & car counts to advise people of park status (full or not) well before entry gate  
7. Need to upgrade and expand entry roads and intersection of City Park Rd. and Pearce Rd. 

nearest park entry 
8. Money Ideas – Boat Taxis/Tours 

a. City Park to Tom Miller Dam and Mansfield 
b. Lady Bird Lake – Red Bud to S. 1ST  

9. Swim Dock, Beach and Ramp improvements 
a. Replace splintered boards/exposed nails, add new cleats to tie boats, provide bumpers 

to protect boats 
b. Regrade approach area to sand beach to capture drainage and dog waste before it 

reaches sand 
c. Prefer steeper boat ramps since it is a constant level lake 

 
CENTRAL LAWN, SWIMMING AND DAY USE AREA

1. Buoys along THR “No wake Zone” for the length of the park 
2. The stickers would keep me from having kid friendly family gatherings 
3. I think shade should be added to the central lawn 
4. Life guard during the weekends 
5. Offer annual memberships- “Friends of the Park” for unlimited access; even better if it can be 

tax-deductible b/c donation 
6. Austin lake patrol station here rather than Walsh Landing  
7. First aid station 
8. Annual pass at discount for neighborhood people. I won’t pay $8 every time to come 
9. Online reservation for camping and RV spots 
10. Add signage for boating rules on lake (drive on right) 
11. Use buried curb stones for striping in parking lot(s).  
12. Improve grass areas (irrigation, weed/pest control, etc.) 

a. Improve parking areas (lane marking, flow control) 
b. Improve swim/beach area (hydrilla control, buffers) 
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CIRCULATION, TENT AND RV CAMPING USE AREA 

1. Tree trimming is needed on a more regular basis. Dangerous/liability issue if damage occurs to 
RV. 

2. “Critters” often prowl through the trash at night, spreading garbage across park area. 
Sealed/closed trash and recycling.  

3. Park is wired for 50-AMP but main feed needs upgrade 
4. Trash pickup is very inefficient 

a. New canisters and recycling would decrease need for daily service 
5. Access to RV/camping area is inefficient especially with trailers 
6. Pavement in RV area is cracked, huge potholes, very difficult for driving or biking 
7. Reservations will have a drastic change on both revenue and who uses the RV camping 
8. People will only pay for weekend days, not 2 days ahead. This will potentially decrease RV 

revenue by 1/2 
a. Keeping a certain % available for local residents as first come, first serve (FCFS). Keep 

parks local for RV campers  
9. Potential Round-a-bout at intersection of day use area, boat ramp parking and central lawn 

entry 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE, UTILITIES, AND OPERATIONS 

1. RV camping roads, RV sites, Trash and recycling 
2. Pavement in RV area too dangerous for bikes/scooters due to potholes 
3. Maintenance: After heavy summer weekends, trash pick-up along City Park Road would be 

helpful. It is excessive. So far only neighbors clean up. 
4. Safety: Provide better signage at the “Y” to direct entrants to the park; not surrounding 

neighborhood. 
5. Safety: Processing entrants at the Pearce Rd./City Park Rd. “Y” backs up traffic into City Park 

Road. Solution: Move processing deeper into park, off of public road. Use turkey creek trail 
parking for those people waiting for entrance. 

6. Safety: Entrants waiting to enter park on busy days choose to park alongside City Park Road and 
Pearce Road. They keep their engines running on dry grass which causes fire hazards. If these 
people could be pooled at Turkey Creek parking lot, they could be monitored better. 

7. Please make sure the water/waste water and electric infrastructure is a top priority - extremely 
important to fund this.  

8. Flatten cedar areas on top of hill – consider wastewater field of lines covered with mulch. 
Leaving all trees as is done with adjacent plant effluent.  

9. Playground 
a. I second that a playground is needed. 

10. More and better camping facilities and restrooms. 
a. Kayak rental 
b. Playgrounds both in and outside of PARD area (City Park area has no play facilities for 

children) 
c. Summer camp/programs for kids.  Even on PARD basis such as craft activities, bike 

rentals, organized sports 
d. Get rid of sticker burrs 
e. Attract new concession area with year-round reasons to visit the park – not just holiday 

weekends 
11. Remove burrs from grass lawn area 
12. Safety: Provide clear signage in English and Spanish to NOT SWIM outside of buoys. Some 

swimmers attempt to cross the lake! 
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13. Safety: Free swim lessons on the weekends would be great! I could help organize (Deanne 

Breedlove) 
 
OVERALL PARK AERIAL 

1. Please Improve Roadways: 
a. Visibility problems due to overgrown shrubs, grasses, trees 
b. Potholes 

2. Improve shoulders; add shoulders along City Park Rd. into park   
3. Fees based on usage for this park at least to get the $5+ million needed to work on Emma Long’s 

infrastructure.  
4. Please resume “Breakfast in the Park” with ACPNA neighborhood. Sorely missed!  
5. Please trim back limbs and shrubs that impede visibility on Pearce Rd. and on Oak Shores 
6. Create entry waiting area off road when park entry is closed until a vehicle exits the park 
7. Create a round-a-bout for intersection Pearce and City Park south.  It will help slow traffic and 

turn around when park is full 
8. Add permanent Monument Sign at Park Entry to indicate if park is full or not. (Electronic 

message board) 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS 

1. Why aren’t there fees for the motor cross area 
2. Why isn’t there a Friends or Conservancy Group to support the park 
3. Should we focus on safety issues first 
4. Seems like 1.1 million will run out fast 
5. Neighbors concerned with ingress/egress.  Would like a focus group for this topic 
6. Safety issue of people parking cars on street  
7. Does City have control of park?  Federally mandated 
8. Is there pressure to change use of park (development etc.) 
9. Past ideas – lake police headquarters might be moved to park (at one point but moved 

somewhere else) 
10. Advertising this as an off leash dog park – can we be involved before any decisions are made 
11. Asked how we can learn about volunteer days 
12. Concerned about Turkey Creek erosion because it is a great trail and is very well used, but want 

to raise money or charge a fee to use 
13. Dark Skies – can we follow it 
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