
June	
  25,	
  2014	
  
	
  
Honorable	
  Lee	
  Leffingwell	
  
Honorable	
  Sheryl	
  Cole	
  
Honorable	
  Chris	
  Riley	
  
Honorable	
  Mike	
  Martinez	
  
Honorable	
  Kathie	
  Tovo	
  
Honorable	
  Laura	
  Morrison	
  
Honorable	
  Bill	
  Spelman	
  
City	
  Manager	
  Marc	
  Ott	
  
City	
  of	
  Austin	
  
P.O.	
  Box	
  1088	
  
Austin,	
  TX	
  78767	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Mayor,	
  Mayor	
  Pro-­‐tem,	
  City	
  Council	
  and	
  City	
  Manager:	
  
	
  	
  
The	
  Central	
  Texas	
  Chapter	
  of	
  the	
  Congress	
  for	
  the	
  New	
  Urbanism	
  has	
  reviewed	
  the	
  “Code	
  
Diagnosis”	
  prepared	
  by	
  the	
  CodeNEXT	
  consultant	
  team.	
  CNU-­‐CTX	
  is	
  following	
  the	
  code	
  
revision	
  process	
  with	
  enthusiasm	
  and	
  interest;	
  CNU	
  representatives	
  regularly	
  attend	
  the	
  
CodeNEXT	
  Community	
  Advisory	
  Group	
  meetings	
  and	
  other	
  meetings.	
  At	
  this	
  time,	
  we	
  wish	
  to	
  
offer	
  this	
  letter	
  of	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  Code	
  Diagnosis	
  report	
  prepared	
  by	
  the	
  Opticos	
  team.	
  We	
  
encourage	
  Council	
  to	
  accept	
  its	
  insights	
  in	
  timely	
  fashion	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  make	
  on-­‐schedule	
  
progress	
  toward	
  improving	
  our	
  Land	
  Development	
  Code.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  diagnosis	
  highlights	
  critical	
  issues	
  for	
  updating	
  our	
  Code	
  as	
  a	
  tool	
  for	
  helping	
  Austin	
  
become	
  a	
  “compact	
  and	
  connected”	
  community	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Imagine	
  Austin.	
  CNU-­‐CTX	
  
members	
  have	
  carefully	
  reviewed	
  the	
  Code	
  Diagnosis.	
  As	
  community	
  members	
  who	
  live,	
  work	
  
and	
  play	
  in	
  neighborhoods	
  all	
  over	
  Austin,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  New	
  Urbanists,	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  the	
  
CodeNEXT	
  team	
  is	
  on	
  the	
  right	
  track	
  for	
  our	
  city	
  and	
  our	
  own	
  neighborhoods.	
  We	
  also	
  believe	
  
that	
  Imagine	
  Austin	
  must	
  continue	
  to	
  serve	
  as	
  the	
  policy	
  basis	
  for	
  your	
  decision-­‐making	
  efforts	
  
as	
  we	
  all	
  move	
  forward.	
  We	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  providing	
  more	
  detailed	
  input	
  during	
  the	
  next	
  
phase	
  of	
  CodeNEXT,	
  as	
  the	
  community	
  considers	
  the	
  Community	
  Character	
  Manual	
  (which	
  we	
  
hope	
  will	
  be	
  accompanied	
  by	
  a	
  city-­‐wide	
  map	
  of	
  character	
  areas),	
  and	
  the	
  three	
  alternative	
  
code	
  approaches	
  currently	
  being	
  analyzed	
  by	
  the	
  consultant	
  team.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  are	
  available	
  to	
  help	
  with	
  the	
  City’s	
  ongoing	
  outreach	
  and	
  education	
  efforts,	
  if	
  you	
  need	
  
us.	
  Our	
  Board	
  members	
  would	
  also	
  welcome	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  visit	
  with	
  you	
  about	
  the	
  
CodeNEXT	
  project’s	
  impact	
  on	
  our	
  community	
  whenever	
  you	
  feel	
  it	
  is	
  appropriate.	
  	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  

	
  
Cid	
  Galindo,	
  President	
  
The	
  Congress	
  for	
  New	
  Urbanism,	
  Central	
  Texas	
  Chapter	
  
	
  
cc:	
  Greg	
  Guernsey,	
  George	
  Adams,	
  CodeNEXT	
  Community	
  Advisory	
  Group	
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