
1.  This is not a comprehensive check list for any of the 
plumbing inspections described above.  If is provided solely to depict the 
general process flow.  Contractors must ensure that all items meet the 
requirements of the Uniform Plumbing Code Book and COA local 
amendments which can be found at the City Office or on the COA website.  
Local ordinances can be found at http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/development/
bpinfo1.htm.      
2.  For all inspections above, the address must be posted on site and the 
City Approved plans must be available to the inspector on site.  The 
inspector must ensure that the work matches the plans at every inspection.  
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Other inspections include inspections outside of the building, such as, Sewer Yard Line, Water Yard Line, Gas Yard Line, Fire Line Rough, Irrigation Rough, Sewer Tap, and Grease Trap Rough.  Medical Gas 
Rough, Medical Gas Top Out, Medical Gas Final, and Boiler/Hot Water Heater Rough (only called if installing or replacing a boiler or hot water heater) are also included in these other inspections because they are 
most often done on an existing building.  All of these inspections can be conducted at any time after layout inspection, but prior to the temporary gas final inspection.  They can be performed simultaneously with 
the other inspections.  All work must comply with City Approved Plans as well as all UPC requirements and local amendments.  
Sewer Yard Line Inspection:  This inspection process is reserved for sewer lines that are located outside of a building from 5' away from the building up to the sewer tap.  For this inspection, the inspector will 
ensure that the work complies with the UPC requirements and the COA local ordinance for plumbing.  All new piping in a sewer yard line must be tested with the same requirements of a plumbing rough inspection.    
Water Yard Line Inspection:  This inspection process is reserved for water piping installed underground outside of a building.  The inspector will ensure that all materials and work meets the requirements of the 
UPC and COA local ordinances for plumbing.  Care should be taken to ensure that the location of the water line does not constitute a health hazard.    
Gas Yard Line Inspection:  This inspection process is reserved for the inspection of underground gas piping on the exterior of a building.  The inspector will ensure that all material and work is compliant with the 
UPC and the COA local ordinances for plumbing.  All metallic piping must have a factory installed protective coating, and a factory assembled riser must be used on all plastic piping.  Testing procedures for a gas 
yard line will follow the same procedures as a plumbing gas rough inspection and can be found in the COA local ordinance for plumbing.  
Fire Line Rough Inspection:  This inspection process is reserved for underground fire line and fire line risers into a building.  The inspector will ensure that all work and material complies with the requirements of 
the current edition of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 24.  Testing will be performed by the contractor for the Fire Department.
Irrigation Rough Inspection:  This inspection process is reserved for irrigation installers.  For this inspection, the inspector will ensure that the backflow preventer is properly installed in a meter box and that there 
is a backflow preventer test report.   
Sewer Tap Inspection:  This inspection process is reserved solely for the inspection of a sewer yard line that has been extended across a property line and tied into a COA sewer tap.  For this inspection, the 
inspector will ensure that the tap meets requirements of the Austin Water Utility Sewer Tap criteria. 
Grease Trap Rough Inspection:  This inspection process is reserved solely for the inspection of a commercial grease trap.  The inspector will ensure that the grease trap is installed per the COA approved 
method of installation for underground grease traps.  It is very important that at the time of inspection, the industrial waste letter be located on site.  The testing procedure is a water test 1" into the lid of the grease 
trap.  
Medical Gas Rough Inspection:  This inspection process is to be used at the time of the initial pressure test for all positive pressure medical gases and vacuum piping.  The inspector will ensure that all 
requirements of the current NFPA 99 have been met.  
Medical Gas Top Out Inspection:  This inspection process is used for the sole purpose of cunducting cross connection and blow down testing with the inspector.  The inspector will ensure that all work meets the 
requirements of the current addition of the NFPA 99.  
Medical Gas Final Inspection:  This inspection is used solely for finalizing out a Medical Gas Permit.  All work to be done under the permit must be complete at the time of this inspection.  This inspection should 
be scheduled on the same day as the system verification. The inspector will ensure that all aspects of the medical gas system are in complete compliance with the current edition of the NFPA 99.

At the time of this inspection, the inspector will ensure proper 
material, proper grade on piping, proper grading and backfill 
material is on site, and that all of rough in is per Uniform 
Plumbing Code (UPC) requirements and COA local 
ordinance.  Underground storm sewer piping within the 
building will also be called in under this process.  Testing 
procedures for Sanitary Sewer and Storm Sewer Systems 
are located in the COA local ordinances for plumbing.  

This process is for the purpose of inspection 
for water piping under a slab or below a pier 
and beam structure.  All work and testing 
shall be performed per the UPC requirements 
and the COA local ordinances for plumbing.

At the time of this inspection, the inspector will ensure 
that all drain waste and vent piping is complete 
through the roof of the building.  All sanitary sewer 
piping above the first floor should be tested per COA 
ordinances to the plumbing code at this time.  
Bathtubs and shower pans should be tested at this 
time.  All work should be in accordance with the UPC 
and COA local ordinances for plumbing.  
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For this inspection, the inspector will ensure that 
piping is properly sized, material is in compliance 
with UPC standards, and that there is a  proper test 
on the gas system.  All work must be in compliance 
with the requirements of UPC and COA local 
ordinance for plumbing.  Testing requirements for 
both low pressure and medium pressure gas piping is 
located within the COA local ordinance for plumbing. 

All work must comply with City Approved plans 
as well as the UPC requirements and COA local 
amendments.  This inspection should be 
combined with Top Out Inspection when 
inspection consists of more than one floor.  Test 
with 50 psi or with existing city water pressure.     

This inspection process is reserved for the 
purpose of receiving temporary gas for the 
purpose of testing gas fired equipment.  To 
receive a temporary gas final inspection, a 
plumbing gas rough inspection must have been 
passed, and also an mechanical temporary gas 
inspection must have been approved.

This is not a required set of inspections.  There is a $750 fee involved in order to acquire a temporary 
Certificate of Occupancy.    The inspector will verify that all fees associated with the building have been paid.  
Plumbing TCO Occupancy:  This inspection process is reserved solely for the purpose of occupying a 
building, while outstanding non-life safety and health issues get resolved.  The inspector will verify that there 
are no outstanding life safety and health issues and will require that all restroom facilities within the building 
are operational.  
Plumbing TCO Stocking:  This inspection process is reserved solely for the purpose of occupying a building 
for stocking.  The inspector will ensure that there are no outstanding life safety or health issues that would 
prevent someone from occupying the building.  The inspector will also verify that there are adequate restroom 
facilities to accommodate the staff located either inside or outside of the building.

This inspection process is used for the purpose 
of finalizing a plumbing permit.  All work to be 
done under the permit must be complete and all 
fees must be paid at this time.  All ADA 
requirements must also be installed, including 
grab bars and toilet paper dispensers.  All Austin 
Water Utility inspections must be complete and 
passed, and if a sewer tap inspection was 
performed, the wastewater connection form must 
be completed and on site.  

If a building permit exists, the Building 
Preconstruction meeting and the 3rd

party layout survey must be completed 
before beginning this process.  See 
Commercial Building Inspections flow 
chart for more details.


