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South Austin Combined Neighborhood Plan  
Kickoff Workshop Synopsis 
Thank you for your interest in the South Austin Combined Neighborhood Plan. 
The planning area includes South Austin neighborhoods in the area bounded by 
Ben White Blvd. to the north, South 1st Street to the east, William Cannon Drive to 
the south, and Westgate Blvd./Sunset Valley city limits to the west. The kickoff 
workshop, held at Crockett High School on Saturday, January 12, is summarized 
below: 

Participants were organized into tables corresponding to four neighborhood “quadrants” as 
they entered the workshop. Planning Commissioner Richard Hatfield welcomed participants to 
the kickoff workshop and spoke briefly about how the South Austin Combined Neighborhood 
Plan will fit within the context of the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan.  

Francis Reilly, a planner in the Neighborhood Planning division, gave a presentation on how the 
South Austin Combined Neighborhood Plan will fit in the framework of Imagine Austin, the results 
of the initial neighborhood survey to date, and an overview of the planning process over the 
next year. Alan Holt, an urban designer within the Urban Design division, then introduced ways to 
look at urban design within the neighborhood.    

Following this first presentation, participants used colored dots to identify liabilities (red), assets 
(green), and opportunities (blue) within their neighborhood, elaborating on their choices 
through a combination of table discussion, writing on sticky notes, and writing on the map.  

After this exercise, the Watershed, Parks and Recreation, Transportation, and Neighborhood 
Connectivity departments gave presentations on plans or projects underway or on the horizon in 
the planning area. Participants then worked on maps provided by the respective departments 
to identify issues and/or priorities for the neighborhood. 

At the conclusion of the second exercise, each of the fifteen tables shared one idea of 
something they would like to see result from the neighborhood planning process. Each table’s 
idea is listed below. The results of both mapping exercises will be presented at the upcoming 
workshop on February 16 and will inform a conversation about appropriate development and 
character districts. 

Big Ideas from the Kickoff 

Table 1 Redevelop the older commercial parts of the neighborhood in a way that is well 
planned, designed, and maintained. 

Table 2 Explore the opportunity for a connected greenbelt/trail along the creek. 

Table 3 Improve walking and biking, clean Armadillo Park, and make the neighborhood safer. 
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Table 4 Make the neighborhood safe, walkable, and bikeable. 

Table 5 Create a path/greenbelt trail along the creek to connect the community assets (e.g., 
residences to the shopping center). 

Table 6 Improve walkability and attractiveness of the civic center (Stassney and Manchaca). 
Encourage people-friendly and neighborhood-oriented development. 

Table 7 Make Manchaca more permeable and pedestrian-oriented (Ben White to Stassney). 
The creek is a stronger barrier than even the railroad tracks; improve connectivity and transform 
the creek into an asset. 

Table 8 Add curb cuts and ramps and reduce driveway cuts to improve accessibility (ADA). 

Table 9 Eliminate the barrier along the western edge of the planning area by allowing trails and 
open space to extend into Sunset Valley’s open space system. 

Table 10 Provide a pedestrian HAWK beacon (High-intensity Activated crossWalK beacon) 
connecting Garrison Park to the neighborhood to the west. 

Table 11 Improve accessibility and safety in the neighborhood (particularly ADA sidewalk 
issues). 

Table 12 Create walkable connections to the neighborhood along the creek and railroad 
tracks. 

Table 13 Incorporate community gardens into some of the parks at the elementary schools. 

Table 14 Improve pedestrian access to the civic center and Garrison Park. Make the civic 
center and park more amenable to pedestrians, improve the connection between Garrison 
Park and the civic center, and connect both to the neighborhood. 

Table 15 N/A. Merged with table 3. 

Table 16 Increase safety around schools. Even within neighborhoods, traffic continues to 
zooooooom by elementary schools, e.g. Odom is a location that could benefit from traffic 
calming. 

 

 

 


