Restore Rundberg February 25, 2016 community meeting minutes
The meeting took place at Gethsemane Lutheran Church.
Call to order: 7:05 pm.
Attendees:
Restore Rundberg Revitalization Team: City of Austin Neighborhood Planning representative Ming Chu, North Lamar/Georgian Acres Neighborhood Planning Area representative Monica Guzmán, North Austin Civic Association Neighborhood Planning Area representative Randy Teich, Higher Education representative Erica Saenz, Immigrant Community representative Abel Soto Lopez, Caritas of Austin Housing Stability Specialist Rebecca Cohn, sitting in for the Affordable Housing/Homelessness Prevention representative Jo-Kathryn Quinn, Austin Police Region 2 District Representatives Lieutenant Kevin Leverenz, sitting in for Public Safety representative Commander Donald Baker, Community Health representative Aida Cerda-Prazak,  African/African American; Asian/Asian American; Hispanic/Latino; or Indigenous Leadership representative Roberto Pérez Jr.
Refugee Services of Texas: David Fairchild
Austin Voices for Education and Youth: Chadima Abrego
Council on At-Risk Youth: Amber Sarpy, Denisse Plotycia-Pinzon
Catholic Charities of Central Texas: Teresa Cox
Caritas of Austin: Sarah Wagner
Settlement Home for Children: Jacob Huereca
Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid: Shoshana Krieger
University of Texas: Martin do Nascimento, Amory Baril
Latino Healthcare Forum: Chelsea Brass
Strong Side: Courtney Seals
Austin Police Department: Lieutenant Allen McClure, Officer Frank Wilson, Officer Ray Kianes, Cécile Fandos
Heritage Hills neighborhood association: Rachel Pry
Georgian Acres neighborhood association: Julia Foree
North Austin Civic Association: Emily Ardolino, Jonathan Park
Gethsemane Lutheran Church: Karl Gronberg
...
· Public comment
Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid attorney Shoshana Krieger announced that she and her colleagues began working with area tenants as part of a new project, the Residents' Advocacy Project, looking to empower tenants through community outreach and information sharing. The project is currently hiring outreach workers. In partnership with community health clinics, it will focus on health and safety.
· Catholic Charities of Central Texas
Catholic Charities of Central Texas Director of Social Services Teresa Cox presented her organization promoting human dignity, and located right outside the Rundberg area, where it counts numerous clients.
It serves the working poor, those making 200% the poverty income and below, whether they are Catholic or not.
Counseling services range from children therapy for kids with behavioral issues, to couples therapy, or heavy trauma specialized counseling. NB: Counseling is not faith based.
The organization also offers a variety of services to teen parents and expecting families in crisis pregnancies and through the first year after a child’s birth.
The Financial stability program helps families to avoid homelessness and achieve financial security through case management, education and emergency financial assistance.
Through a City of Austin grant, Catholic charities can also provide housing help to pay one's rental or mortgage.
And finally, the nonprofit has immigration services consisting in affordable legal consultations, representation and assistance to low-income immigrants of all cultural and religious backgrounds in Central Texas.
Catholic charities is extending hours beyond 5:30 pm for educational programs: it will be opened in the evenings for classes, as well as for counseling and immigration and legal services.
In response to a question, Teresa Cox added that Catholic Charities has been operating in Central Texas for 16 years.
The organization is “always looking for volunteers,” and “any amount of time is valuable,” concluded Catholic Charities of Central Texas' Director of Social Services.
· University of Texas' Project 2016
The 17th edition of the University of Texas at Austin “largest day of service” took place on Saturday, February 27, and will return to the neighborhood next year, as part of two years partnerships The Project has instituted in order to build on the connections made on year one during the second year of The Project, while continuing to serve different Austin neighborhoods. Started in 1999, The Project was previously in the Rundberg area in 2007 and 2011.
“Project leaders meet with community leaders to identify the community's need a year in advance of the event,” underlined Longhorn Center for Community Engagement Assistant Director of Student Engagement Programs Amory Baril in her presentation of this day of service putting thousands of volunteer University of Texas students, faculty members, and alumni, as well as supplies donated by Home Depot at disposition of a community in need. “If anyone knows of needs, the students running the project as part of their service learning classes will be happy to come meet you,” added Amory Baril.
Conversation on the City's Neighborhood Enhancement Team (see January Community meeting minutes) in response to a remark by Georgian Acres resident Julia Foree on the absence of projects in the Georgian Acres area.
Question from Georgian Acres resident Julia Foree on the way The Project determines the greatest needs. “The Project receives a lot of referrals,” answered Amory Baril, “but it's never been such a flood of applicants that we had to choose between projects.”
For Restore Rundberg Revitalization Chair Erica Saenz, it is important to connect such initiative with revitalization efforts like Restore Rundberg.
· Rundberg Educational Advancement District update
Restore Rundberg Community Engagement Coordinator Cécile Fandos announced that all people interested in the neighborhood revitalization initiative were welcome to join the Frost Bank new Financial Center on Anderson Lane ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday of the following week (March 3rd) from 5 to 7 pm, when READ will receive its first donation, that will finance READ T-shirts first to be used at a community march on Saturday, March 26, as part of the READ Spring Fest.
The North Austin YMCA and City of Austin Smart Trips Program are partners of the event, which will take place from 9 am to 1 pm at different Rundberg Educational District locations, prior to a “Transit Adventure” courtesy of Smart Trips Austin that will take interested participants to the North Austin Creatives' Spring Extravaganza by bus #10 for free. Again, Cécile Fandos stated that everyone was welcome to join the planning meeting scheduled for the next day from 9 to 10 am at Dobie Middle School Family Resource Center.
Regarding READ beautification projects, Cécile Fandos announced that, after Austin Resource Recovery Solid Waste Division Manager Richard McHale checked the I35 and Rundberg intersection himself, the Department decided to install two additional trash cans at that intersection, so that the four corners are covered when the Division moves the two trash cans located underneath the interstate bridge that the Division judged not safe to pick up to one side of the highway.
In addition to the ten trash cans already promised for the Rundberg Educational Advancement District (see January Community meeting minutes), that represents a total of 12 additional trash cans to be installed along Rundberg Lane, between North Lamar and Cameron. READ Beautification Committee is still waiting for a timeline in order to plans its projects though.
Recognizing Martin do Nascimento (in attendance)'s work for the University of Texas School of Social Work, Cécile Fandos explained that she's met with a researcher Martin do Nascimento wrote about, Esther Calzada, who implemented a program aimed at training teachers and parents in social and emotional learning in New York City, where she lived before, that's shown great results, including on the academic level, and after she stated in the article that she was interested in starting such a program in Austin, put her in touch with Dobie Pre-K.
· Restore Rundberg summer camp
It will take place at Dobie Middle School, announced Dobie CARY youth advisor Amber Sarpy, reminding the public about the principles of this free summer camp open to all school-aged children (from Elementary to High School) to take place Monday through Friday from June 13 to July 14, 10 am to 4 pm, in English and Spanish (and CARY is looking to add Arabic, Burmese, and Farsi): peer leadership, service learning, and… fun! (See October community meeting minutes for more details.)
“Breakfast, lunch, and an afternoon snack will be provided to all 100 participants,” noted Amber Sarpy at the end of her intervention.
Adjourn 08:04 pm.

